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Abstract
This report discusses the use of country systems by Development Finance Institutions
(DFIs), focusing on social and environmental systems. It presents a brief history of the emergence of the country systems approach and the building of a global consensus on the need for
greater use of country systems, within an agenda of development effectiveness.
The study compares the country systems approach in social and environmental safeguards
of seven DFIs: six multilateral banks and a national development bank. For each of the analysed institutions, the study sought to unravel their commitment to make greater use of country
systems for the assessment and mitigation of social and environmental impacts, as well as the
objectives, governance and instruments for the integration and strengthening of such systems.
The study also focuses on the system of a specific country: Brazil. The current status of Brazilian
social and environmental governance was assessed based on five case studies, encompassing
different types of projects in the energy and transportation/logistics sectors. The analysis comprises rules, policies and practices applicable to each case.
Lastly, following the lead of the young institution set up by the BRICS, the New Development
Bank (NDB), the study discusses challenges and opportunities for greater use of country systems by the entity and how it could improve the design and implementation of innovative solutions for the strengthening of social and environmental country systems under a South-South
Cooperation (SSC) perspective.
The analyses concluded that initiatives aiming at the use and strengthening of social and
environmental country systems by DFIs have yielded unsatisfactory results due to the presence
of four big challenges: i) Inadequacies between the planning/financial instruments and the measures for the strengthening of national systems; ii) Limitations in the process for dealing with
setbacks in the national system; iii) Failures in the methodologies for measuring the benefits
and results of the use of country systems; and iv) Incoherencies and additional risks in situations in which there are financial intermediaries.
The biggest challenge for the NDB is to not confine itself in a restrictive view of its own potential
role, as a development partner, of ensuring a high level of social and environmental protection, in
proper balance with the principles of sovereignty and horizontality. In this sense, the unique characteristics of NDB, such as its “lean” policy framework and its commitment to sovereignty, are, at the
same time, points of concern and a unique opportunity for the development of innovative methods
and instruments for the assessment of the capacity of clients to abide by their own commitments, and
to put in motion effective solutions to overcome weaknesses in order to enable a development based
on projects capable of creating transformational changes and that are truly sustainable.

Keywords: country systems; development effectiveness; development finance; New Development Bank - NDB; infrastructure.
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‣ “Country Systems” at the center of transformations of international
development finance
The study “Country systems and socioenvironmental safeguards in development finance
institutions: assessment of the Brazilian system and ways forward for the New Development
Bank” is an important stepping stone in the understanding of the evolution of mechanisms of
development finance and its socio-environmental impacts. Through this study, Conectas gives an important contribution both to the analysis of the impacts of multilateral development
banks and to the strengthening of civil society organizations working on this agenda.

During the 2000s, the emergence of new agents in the field of cooperation and development
finance significantly changed the practices of development institutions (Development Banks
- national, regional and multilateral - and cooperation agencies). Emerging economies offered at the same time alternatives and opportunities for players involved in development finance - particularly those engaged with infrastructure investment. In fact, many middle-income
countries formed what has become known as the “missing middle”; a set of countries marked
by significant infrastructure gaps, without access to concessional lending sources, and not necessarily willing to surrender to conditionalities throughout the lifecycle of credit operations of
traditional Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs). These countries have become an important market for MDBs such as the New Development Bank (NDB) or the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB), but also for well-established banks, such as the Development Bank of
Latin America (CAF). The demand of middle-income countries has been, to a large extent, met
by emerging countries themselves, either through their national development banks or through
multilateral institutions to which they became members.

The effects of the renewed impetus of new development finance actors is not restricted to
middle income countries. Throughout the 2000’s, traditional donors did not avoid criticisms,
nor avoided expressing their concerns related to the social and environmental impacts of countries such as China, India or Brazil. Although those concerns were often reasoned, traditional
donors clearly sought to fit developing countries into their regulatory frameworks. In any case,
as the proverb says, if you cannot beat them, join them. The 2009 crisis was the occasion in
which traditional and developing actors converged.
11

Infrastructure investment became a critical element for countries to recover from the financial crisis in 2009. They were a significant part of the stimulus package and also a central topic
of the negotiations in international fora, such as the G20, the World Economic Forum and the
BRICS. The key issue was not only the counter-cyclical stimulus, but also the long term engagement of both traditional development agents and the private sector in development finance in
general and in infrastructure investment in middle income countries.

The convergence between developing and developed countries was evident in the social and
environmental safeguards policies that development banks adopted, but it also goes beyond.
The publication of the new development institutions’ safeguards policies was followed by the
revision of such policies by the World Bank.

Although in terms of the amount of resources, the World Bank is now less important than,
for example, the China Development Bank, it is still a reference for addressing the externalities resulting from development finance. Despite their differences in scope, one point brought
together the World Bank and the new development institutions: the use of domestic systems
for social and environmental protection, the so called country system approach. As the study
by Conectas reports (Part II), the World Bank’s initiatives towards the intensive use of country
systems refers back to 2004 and points out important changes in its practices. There are at least
two interpretations of the consensus surrounding country systems. The first one affirms that
the measure consists in an effort to guarantee local ownership and to strengthen national institutions. The World Bank and the so called traditional donors would be closer to the practices
adopted by developing countries who then proclaimed the respect to their sovereignty and the
non-intervention in domestic affairs. The other interpretation points towards another direction: both the World Bank and traditional donors would be positioning themselves to compete with developing countries in development financing, especially in infrastructure projects in
peripheral areas of the international system. An analysis of the context in which the decision
for the emphasis in country systems is inserted appears to point towards this second direction.

In 2015, six multilateral development banks published the report “From Billions to Trillions:
transforming development finance”. The document may be considered a landmark in the new
wave of reforms oriented to the market in the Global South. After the awakening of the financial
crisis and the confrontation with the increasing Chinese presence in the developing world, the
document started to open a new path to western financial agents. The mobilization of private
investment was the path adopted to promote development and to address the challenges of the
post-2015 agenda. The document established a new logic according to which the realization of
the Sustainable Development Goals, the implementation of the Paris Agreement and of the African Union 2063 Agenda required the return of the private sector to the center of development

12

finance. From Washington to Brussels, from New York to Beijing, we can listen to the formula:
if we need to increase the investments, we need to concentrate in the mobilization of the private
sector. Reciting the same prescription in every situation, in every meeting, is what converts
a logic into a self-evident narrative or, if we want, into a mantra. "From billions to trillions"
became a mantra that we must confront if we want to understand the centrality of country systems. The rationale underlying such mantra encompasses three steps:

A. Mismatch between supply and demand. Over the last decade, a consensus around the
deep gap in infrastructure has been established. In 2010, the World Economic Forum launched
its agenda on “Positive Infrastructure”, self-proclaimed as a “framework to revitalize global
economy”. Since then, policy-makers, private enterprises, international consultancies and
many scholars have been emphasizing the mismatch between supply and demand: while investment in infrastructure is falling behind, there is a significant amount of outstanding capital, especially in developed countries. As pointed by a recent study by McKinsey, there is an
annual US$ 1 trillion gap in infrastructure investment:

"Years of chronic underinvestment in critical areas such as transportation, water treatment, and power grids are now catching up with countries around the
world, as is resource misallocation in many past projects. If these gaps continue
to grow, they could erode future growth potential and productivity. At the same
time, there is plenty of liquidity in markets, with investors seeking stable longterm returns. It is therefore critical to get finance flowing into urgently needed
projects. "

B. De-risking of private investment: The reason underlying the mismatch between supply and
demand is attributed to the risks of infrastructure projects. Although associated with particular traces of the sector, such as increased costs, the main concerns refer to political or socio-environmental issues: regulation, political contestation, forced displacement and resettlement. Therefore, de
-risking in two different fronts is a condition to attract the private sector: financialization and deregulation, or flexibilization. Establishing infrastructure funds (public or private, but mainly both)
is a trend that goes beyond financing specific infrastructure projects. Such funds constitute today a
market in itself, mobilizing sovereign wealth funds, pension funds, private assets, insurance companies and so on. Although the financialization of the infrastructure sector is a way of reducing
investment risks, it may not be enough to address such risks, especially in middle income countries.
This is where the problem of regulation kicks in. In order to face this problem, the World Bank presented a solution that it entitles as “cascade approach”. It is a decision-making process to mobilize
public or concessional finance to support the private sector. The process (i) prioritizes solutions to
the private sector whenever possible; (ii) supports regulatory reforms whenever possible; and (iii)
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promotes blended finance and offers guarantees to markets of greater risks (including through the
use of financial resources coming from Official Development Assistance).

C. Focus on Country Systems. As documented by various studies, the country system approach is
now widespread. As indicated by the study elaborated by Conectas, country systems are used mainly
in relation to social and environmental norms and policies. In addition, this approach also applies to
public financial management. Therefore, national regulation (or other socio-environmental protection systems and financial management frameworks) has become the point of intersection between
the cascade approach and the country systems, and is now under significant pressure from national
and international actors interested in attracting investment. On one hand, the cascade approach turns
social and environmental safeguards into an additional risk, indicating deregulation or flexibilization
(seen as risk reduction), in order to attract private investment. On the other hand, focus on country
systems emphasizes the centrality of national regulation and domestic public policies, creating a renewed space for review and flexibilization not only of environmental regulation, but also of financial
management procedures that include procurement, taxes, and profit remittance.

Therefore, country systems are at the center of a renewed strategy on development finance,
which puts at risk environmental safeguards that have been developed during the last three decades. In the name of implementing the Sustainable Development Goals (2030 Agenda, 2063 Agenda,
Paris Agreement), this strategy risks accelerating processes that worsen life conditions at the periphery of the international system. The study “Country systems and socioenvironmental safeguards
in development finance institutions: assessment of the Brazilian system and ways forward for the
NDB” presents not only a description of bank policies on the use of country systems, but also its
effects on Brazil through the analysis of a series of infrastructure projects in the country. In the
context of multiplying flexibilization policies, studies such as this are urgent and necessary.

1. KHARAS, Homi; PRIZZON, Annalisa; ROGERSON, Andrew. Financing the post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals: A rough roadmap. Overseas Development Institute, 2014. Available at: https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/
files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/9374.pdf. Accessed on 30 nov. 2016; e, Paulo Esteves, Geovana Zoccal
Gomes e Gabriel Torres. (2016) The BRICS and the New Development Bank. BPC Policy Brief, V. 6. N. 04. Rio de Janeiro: BRICS Policy Center.
2. Paulo Esteves, Geovana Zoccal Gomes & Gabriel Torres. (2016) Os Novos Bancos Multilaterais de Desenvolvimento e as Salvaguardas Socioambientais [The New Multilateral Development Banks and Socio-Environmental Safeguards]. BPC Policy Brief, V. 6. N. 03. Rio de Janeiro: BRICS Policy Center.
3. McKinsey. Bridging the Global Infrastructure Gap. 2016.
4. To an excellent analysis of the “cascade approach”, see Nancy Alexander (2018). The Hijacking of Global Financial
Governance? Available atÇ https://us.boell.org/2018/04/23/hijacking-global-financial-governance. Accessed on 30
april 2018.
5. Paulo Esteves, Geovana Zoccal Gomes & Gabriel Torres. (2016) Os Novos Bancos Multilaterais de Desenvolvimento e as Salvaguardas Socioambientais [The New Multilateral Development Banks and Socio-Environmental
Safeguards]. BPC Policy Brief, V. 6. N. 03. Rio de Janeiro: BRICS Policy Center; Cyril Prinsloo (2017). Informing the
approach of multilateral development banks to use of country systems. Johanesburg: SAIIA.
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The international community has built,

the rules, procedures, institutions, imple-

over the last two decades, a legal and insti-

mentation agencies and international stan-

tutional architecture to accommodate new

dards incorporated by the recipient country

views, principles, terminologies, practices and

and which are relevant for the assessment,

goals on the best way to do development co-

prevention, mitigation and remediation of

operation. Underlying this framework is the

social and environmental impacts, including

need to improve quality - and not only the

impacts on human rights.

quantity - of development finance flows. In
such context, a stronger use of country sys-

The commitment to stronger use of coun-

tems emerges as a core element, due to its

try systems stems from the recognition that

potential to create more ownership, aligning

developing countries have promoted signifi-

effectiveness, agility and long-term results.

cant advancements in their capacities, gover-

Country systems may be understood as natio-

nance and implementation of development

nal arrangements and procedures for public

projects and programs, and also from the idea

financial management, procurement, audit,

that development will be more effective if the

monitoring and evaluation, and social and en-

countries assume ownership over the develo-

vironmental procedures.3

pment process.

The emergence and gradual consolida-

The use of national systems is fraught,

tion of South-South Cooperation, inclu-

however, with challenges. How is the equi-

ding the creation of new multilateral insti-

valence between national and the institu-

tutions of financing for development, such

tional standards assessed? What are the

as the New Development Bank (NDB) and

tools for filling the gaps? How is transpa-

the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank

rency of assessment criteria ensured? What

(AIIB), provides a new momentum to the

are the monitoring mechanisms? What are

commitment to make stronger use of cou-

the appropriate cooperation instruments

ntry systems.

for the strengthening of national systems
beyond a specific project? What are the re-

This study explores the history, the chal-

medies available for situations in which a

lenges and the opportunities for a greater

country system is weakened in the course of

use of country systems by development fi-

a project or program? What are the appro-

nance institutions (DFIs) in social and en-

priate indicators to measure the success or

vironmental safeguards. Such safeguards

the failures of this approach?

encompass, for the purposes of this study,

16

Executive Summary

In this sense, this study, in addition to

‣ Brazil: governance of the social

making a brief historical summary, provides

environmental system in five

a comparative analysis of the approach to

infrastructure cases

country systems by seven development finance institutions. The study also performs

Although the policies of DFIs (mainly the

a critical assessment of the system of rules,

multilateral banks) contain criteria and proce-

policies and social and environmental institu-

dures to assess country systems in practice, and

tions of Brazil. The actual performance of the

not only the formal existence of laws and regu-

Brazilian social and environmental system is

lations, such assessment often excludes quite

assessed through five case studies of energy

relevant aspects of the practical effectiveness

infrastructure and logistics projects.

of a domestic social and environmental system.
They also tend to underestimate the real like-

The report outlines ways forward to the

lihood of rules being ineffective and to overesti-

NDB, established by the BRICS in 2015 with

mate public agencies’ capacity to enforce them.

the purpose of mobilizing resources to finance
infrastructure and sustainable development

For this reason it is important that the me-

in emerging and developing countries. From

thodology for the assessment of a country’s

the outset, the BRICS, and, later on, NDB it-

practical performance of its own environmen-

self, showed interest in the use of national

tal and social systems take into consideration

systems as a guiding principle for the new ins-

actual situations. In this sense, the current

titution's activities. Although the NDB is cle-

status of the social and environmental gover-

arly not a pioneer in the approach, it has given

nance in Brazil is assessed through five case

several signs of its intent of championing and

studies, selected on the basis of the diversity of

integrating such approach in a more integra-

projects in the energy and transportation/lo-

ted manner and in a scale that could take it to

gistics sectors. The assessment includes rules,

another level.4

policies and practices applicable to each one.

This report lays out proposals for an in-

The cases demonstrate that there are

novative, effective and legitimate role of the

some persistent problems - both regarding

NDB in the strengthening of institutional ca-

rights at risk and gaps in the protection sys-

pacities of development partners, ensuring a

tems. In particular, the sharp vulnerability of

high level of protection to human and environ-

indigenous peoples and traditional communi-

mental rights while simultaneously guarante-

ties within the context of infrastructure me-

eing the efficiency in the use of resources.

gaprojects, as well as violations arising out of
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failures in the national system dedicated to

ques, such as the fragmentation of the licen-

their protection. Problems with environmental

sing process to minimize the total impact of

licensing, such as the poor quality and incom-

the project on the territory, are also recurrent

pleteness of impact assessment studies, and

issues. In addition, mitigation and compensa-

the recourse to legally questionable techni-

tion measures fail systematically.

‣ Table I
Recurrent problems in energy infrastructure and logistics projects in Brazil
Belo Monte
Hydroelectric
Plant

Suape
Complex

Ferrogrão

Teles Pires
Hydroelectric
Plant

Aracati
Wind
Farm

Environmental licensing
failures

•

•

•

•

•

Problems in the assessment
of cumulative and synergistic
impacts

•

•

•

•

•

Impacts on Environmental
Conservation Units

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

•

Violation of territorial rights
of Indigenous Peoples and
traditional communities

•

•

Violations of children's and
adolescents’ rights

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Free, prior and informed
consultation
Problems in resettlement

Denial of the right to access
to information
Violation of the right
to participation
Barriers to the access
to justice
Inappropriate PPPs
framework
Negative effects on
the climate changes
Other violations of
human rights
Source: Prepared by the authors.
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•
•

•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
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‣ Challenges for a stronger use of

applied to five energy and logistic infrastruc-

country systems

ture projects, and on both mentioned case
studies, the paper identified five big challen-

In addition to the comparative analysis of
the country systems approaches of six mul-

ges for a larger use of national systems in development finance:

tilateral development banks - World Bank,
Asian Development Bank (ADB), Inter-Ame-

• Misalignment between the planning and

rican Development Bank (BID), Development

financial instruments and the measures for

Bank for Latin America (CAF), Asian Infras-

strengthening national systems: There is a

tructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and New De-

mismatch between the principles and objec-

velopment Bank (NDB) - and a national de-

tives of the institutions regarding the use of

velopment bank - BNDES - two case studies

country systems and the planning and finan-

illustrated the barriers for the practical ope-

cial instruments, which affects the analysis

rationalization of the use of country systems

of national frameworks for the purposes of

approach. The first one, a programmatic loan

determination of equivalence with institutio-

("DPL") extended by the World Bank to Brazil

nal safeguards, as well as the design of ga-

in 2010, reveals the limitations of initiatives

p-filling and strengthening measures through

that aim to strengthen country systems in the

programmatic loans, technical assistance or

area of social and environmental safeguards.

contractual conditions in specific projects. The

The second one, the BNDES financing of the

analyses showed that an instrument such as

Villa Tunari-San Ignacio de Moxos highway

the country partnership strategy may expose

("TIPNIS Park"), in Bolivia, illustrates the ad-

a view on the critical points and the opportu-

verse effects of overly lax approaches to the

nities for improvement that does not neces-

use of national and local systems. Both cases

sarily reflect the learnings drawn from actual

led to improvements in the policies and proce-

cases, mainly in high-impact projects of in-

dures of the two institutions and served to ex-

frastructure.

pand the practical knowledge on what works
and what doesn't work in the use of country
systems, thus enabling new reforms.

• Limitations of the remediation processes in cases of retrocession in the domestic
system: The procedures to deal with changes

Based on the policies and practices of

- and cases of setbacks - in country systems

the seven analyzed institutions of financing

are quite homogenous among the analyzed

for development, on the assessment of the

institutions and, as a whole, they are not suf-

Brazilian social and environmental system

ficiently equipped with mechanisms to tackle
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the dynamism with which the rules and prac-

The channeling of funds through national ins-

tices are changed in a national context. The

titutions, such as national development banks,

Brazilian case reveals that country systems

could have positive effects, to the extent they

may be weakened in several ways, not only by

might better navigate domestic rules and

legal or regulatory reforms, but also through

practices. But the social and environmental

a deliberate choice to "dry out" the capacity

policies and practices of local agents also have

of the social environmental agencies, rende-

their own weaknesses. With the right instru-

ring the normative commands ineffective. The

ments, such weaknesses can be addressed.

procedures fail to contemplate the role of ci-

However, the cases show that the multilateral

vil society in the communication of regressive

institutions fail in their due diligence of finan-

measures that could amount to a violation of

cial intermediaries’ E&S frameworks, creating

the commitment to maintain the "equivalen-

additional risks and impacts. In the same sen-

ce" of the national system.

se, practice shows that the use of intermediaries tends to hinder the access to information

• Failures in the methodologies to measure

and the involvement of civil society.

benefits and results of the use of country systems: The analysis of country systems’ pilots

• Vulnerability of rights in projects with a

in social and environmental safeguards of the

“national priority” stamp: The case studies

World Bank showed that permanent improve-

show that recurrent failures in the Brazilian

ments to the national safeguards system of

system of social and environmental protec-

borrowing countries did not happen as expec-

tion are related to the absence of monitoring

ted. In programmatic loans, such as the SEM

of human rights standards. More than just a

DPL to Brazil, there was disagreement among

distance from best available practices of E&S

the parties on the role of the loan in the im-

management, there is enough evidence of fle-

provement of the social and environmental

xibilization of individual and collective rights.

governance.

improve-

For instance, while public hearings are often

ments, the trade-offs between short-term

held within the licensing process, the right to

risks and long-term benefits in the use coun-

free, prior and informed consent and consul-

try systems use are exacerbated, discouraging

tation is systematically neglected. The absen-

the parties (recipient and provider) to engage

ce of a rights-based approach is particularly

in this approach.

relevant in projects labelled as national prio-

Without

long-term

rities - in such cases, even the judiciary tends
• Inconsistencies and additional risks in cases in which there are financial intermediaries:
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to act under self-restraint, limiting its role as
an instance capable of giving proper remedy.

Executive Summary

‣ Lessons learned and the path
forward for the NDB

• Social and environmental governance
needs to be seen in all its complexity: Assessments of country systems should thus take into

The lessons from the benchmark study and

account the level of institutional development,

from the reality of infrastructure projects in

the mechanisms for civil society participation,

Brazil are applicable, first and foremost, to

the degree of access to information, the sou-

the operations of DFIs in countries at a simi-

ndness of the legal, regulatory and policy fra-

lar stage of economic development and a si-

meworks, the level of enforcement of environ-

milar framework of social and environmental

mental standards and the E&S management

rules and institutions as that of the largest

capacity of the public sector. They should also

Latin-American country. Many of the lessons,

look further to consider access to justice, the

however, could apply to developing countries

right to freedom of expression and demonstra-

in general. In any case, attention to the local

tion and many others that may be restricted to

context is essential since there is no one-size-

open legal and political avenues for the imple-

fits-all solution.

mentation of large infrastructure projects.

• The sustainability of infrastructure pro-

• Compliance and prompt corrective ac-

jects is not guaranteed even when the national

tions and mechanisms are important: The

system is advanced: The Brazilian case studies

effectiveness of the E&S management de-

demonstrate that a restrictive view could be a

pends on the existence of prompt corrective

source of risks. Even in an upper medium-in-

mechanisms capable of adapting the protec-

come country with a relatively well-developed

tion system to the challenges posed by each

social and environmental system (at least in

project. Such instruments must offer solu-

terms of legal framework), there are many

tions to problems arising from the implemen-

governance failures and gaps that hinder the

tation of preventive and mitigating measures

effectiveness of laws and regulations. This

(including complaints about lack of imple-

leads to unsustainable infrastructure invest-

mentation), the emergence of unanticipated

ments, with projects that only go forward at

impacts, the adaptation to new circumstan-

the expense of the proper respect to the en-

ces (such as the installation of another pro-

vironmental licensing process or the commu-

ject in the same region or area of influence)

nities’ right to consultation and participation.

and the settlement of conflicts. Although the

In such circumstances, a strong perception

need for continuous monitoring and grievan-

emerges that the laws and institutions res-

ce mechanisms is already known, the Brazi-

ponsible for their enforcement are selective.

lian case shows that the relevance of such
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mechanisms stands out in a context in which

for the adoption of necessary gap-filling me-

the national system is relatively advanced,

asures. Such unique features constitute both

but marked by governance failures and pro-

points of concern and opportunities, depen-

blems of implementation. The mismatches

ding on the appetite of NDB to adopt additio-

between projects’ schedule of execution and

nal mechanisms.

the E&S action plans cause harms that could
be preventable. These are exacerbated by
the absence of extrajudicial mechanisms and

‣ Recommendations

obstacles for access to justice.
NDB may deploy a range of tools to impro• Absence of a rights-based approach: The

ve the experience of use of country systems,

logic of country systems could help in overco-

aligning with national and international rules

ming such challenge, by strengthening insti-

on environmental and human rights. Solutions

tutions dedicated to the protection of rights

can include the use of technology, the organi-

to ensure the effectiveness of internationally

zational structures at the national level (cou-

established commitments on human rights.

ntry offices) and the carrying out of joint as-

However, the analysis of the DFIs policies in-

sessments with partner countries in a horizon-

dicates that this has not been the case, and is

tal fashion. In addition to such measures, the

worth of attention the lack of a grammar on

following recommendations are highlighted:

rights and the absence of expected outcomes
that reflect a holistic view of development.

• A robust, consistent and integrated country systems approach: in order to ensure the
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• The NDB will be confronted with particu-

strategic and operational alignment across all

lar challenges as it puts into practice its vision

dimensions of DFIs operations, including cou-

around country systems: NDB's distinctive

ntry strategies, operational policies and ins-

characteristics may create additional obsta-

truments of financial support. An integrated

cles to the effectiveness of its own country

approach would necessarily require an asses-

systems approach. Among them are the “lean”

sment and appropriate treatment of issues

social and environmental policy framework,

such as citizens’ participation, access to jus-

whose lack of detailed standards could hinder

tice, transparency standards of public agen-

the identification of reference points (ben-

cies, environmental rules, responsibility of the

chmarks) for the equivalence tests, and the

private sector and the social and environmen-

institution’s core commitment to sovereignty

tal governance (effective oversight capacities,

and horizontality, which may create deadlocks

powers to enforce sanctions etc.).

Executive Summary

• Human rights due diligence: to ensure

• Strengthen the capacities of local actors:

that E&S harms are prevented and/or miti-

including by encouraging the adoption of po-

gated, and that potential impacts on human

licies and processes and through the provi-

and environmental rights are monitored, re-

sion of institutional and financial resources.

ported and remedied. The first step of the due

In addition to state agencies, the strategy

diligence process, the human rights impact

should target the private sector and, in par-

assessment, could draw from the joint asses-

ticular, civil society.6 Communities and NGOs

sment conducted by the multilateral bank,

must have access to technical capacity-buil-

the state and other stakeholders, prior to the

ding and be empowered with information on

implementation of specific projects, aiming at

projects and processes, as well as the tools to

emphasizing the areas in which the bank could

effectively influence decision-making, imple-

cooperate - in a horizontal manner, free of

mentation, communication and assessment

conditionalities - with its clients to strengthen

processes.

the existing rules, procedures and policies relevant to its mandate.5
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Introduction
Development cooperation (multilateral and bilateral) has been historically characterized by
a relationship between donors and recipients in which the latter should adjust to the former’s
rules and procedures. In the position of debtors, the recipient countries borrow funds from development finance institutions (DFIs). In these arrangements, they usually assume the obligation of complying with strict policies on a host of issues, such as the acquisition of goods and
services (procurement), accounting, selection of consultants and the prevention and mitigation
of social and environmental impacts. If recipients fail to comply with such commitments, they
subject themselves to contractual sanctions, such as early payment of the debt, fines and even
termination of the agreement.7

The traditional justification for the imposition of unilateral conditions to loans is the low
level of development of borrowers’ legal and regulatory framework, their low institutional capacities and the imperative of safeguarding the resources operated by the institutions
against mismanagement and corruption. However, this approach has caused unintended
consequences, such as duplication of tasks, overlaps in controls and the ineffectiveness of
projects and programs.

Practical analyses of development cooperation have demonstrated that in order to be more
effective, providers should be more deferential towards national development priorities and
strategies. Furthermore, the achievement of better outcomes should necessarily be premised
on the strengthening of the country’s institutions, as well as its governance structures and institutional capacities.

To incorporate the widely shared commitment of ensuring greater country ownership over
their own development strategies and priorities, the international community built a political
and legal framework that reorganized the governance among the actors and established the
foundations for the concretization of new development goals. At the center of this new agenda is
the commitment to strengthening the domestic systems, and, as a consequence, to make more
use of them. Country systems may be understood as national arrangements and procedures for
public financial management, procurement, audit, monitoring and evaluation, and social and
environmental procedures.8

The commitment to strengthen the use of country systems draws from the recognition that
developing countries have promoted meaningful improvements in their capacities, in the go-
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vernance and in the implementation of development projects and programs, as well as the idea
that the achievement of enduring and long-term results is a shared responsibility among donors and recipients - or, in the new terminology, among development partners.

However, the use of national systems involves a number of challenges. How is the equivalence between national and the institutional standards assessed? What are the tools for filling
the gaps? How is transparency of assessment criteria ensured? What are the monitoring mechanisms? What are the appropriate cooperation instruments for the strengthening of national
systems beyond a specific project? What are the remedies available for situations in which a
country system is weakened in the course of a project or program? What are the appropriate
indicators to measure the success or the failures of this approach?

This report suggests ways to improve the country systems approach by development finance institutions (DFIs) in social and environmental safeguards. Such safeguards cover, for the
purposes of this study, the rules, procedures, institutions, implementation agencies and international standards assumed by the recipient country, and which are relevant for the assessment, prevention, mitigation and remediation of social and environmental impacts, including
impacts on human rights.

To achieve this objective, the study carries out a comparative analysis of the country systems approach of seven development banks (six institutions multilateral and one national
development finance institution) and a critical assessment of the system of rules, policies and
social and environmental institutions of Brazil, which are relevant in the context of the designing and implementation of energy and transportation/logistics infrastructure projects. The
objective is to contribute to the debate on the use of country systems, pointing out risks and
opportunities, in addition to the possibilities of improvement of the governance underlying
the use of national systems.

This publication began to take shape in the process of observation of the birth and consolidation of one of the newest multilateral institutions dedicated to financing for development,
the New Development Bank (NDB). The NDB was set up by the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa) countries in 2015 with the purpose of mobilizing resources for infrastructure and sustainable development in developing and emerging countries. From the outset,
the BRICS, and, later on, NDB itself, showed interest in the use of national systems as a guiding
principle for the new institution's activities. Although the NDB is clearly not the pioneer in the
approach, it has given several signs of its intent of incorporating such approach in a more integrated manner and in a scale that would take it to another level.9
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NDB's distinctive characteristics may create additional obstacles to the effectiveness of its
own country systems approach. Among them are the “lean” social and environmental policy
framework, whose lack of detailed standards could hinder the identification of reference points
(benchmarks) for the equivalence tests, and the institution’s core commitment to sovereignty
and horizontality, which may create deadlocks for the adoption of necessary gap-filling measures. Such unique features constitute both points of concern and opportunities, depending on
the appetite of NDB to adopt additional mechanisms. Therefore, a unique opportunity emerges
for the proposal of truly sustainable ways based on the best available knowledge and on the
existing good practices.

Although the NDB is in a clear process of consolidation and scaling up of its activities, it still
is a young institution. Taking advantage of this opportunity, this report suggests mechanisms
for an innovative, effective and legitimate role by the NDB in the strengthening of countries’ institutional capacities, one which is designed to to ensure a high level of protection of human and
environmental rights, while simultaneously guaranteeing the efficiency in the use of resources.

One of the main challenges is how to reorganize the debate on how development finance
should be done in the 21st century under fresh perspectives, which take into consideration relevant changes the world has undergone over the last decades, as well as the political, economic
and social dynamics that explain the increasing multipolarity of the current global order. The
proposed way is not blind to the asymmetric relationships have historically shaped development cooperation, marked by unilateral conditionalities imposed on one of the parties (usually,
the developing country).10 However, there is a need to align the efforts to increment the speed
of projects’ disbursements with the guarantee that this will not come at the cost of sacrificing
sustainable development and human rights. It is important to highlight that most countries
have adhered to the main universal and regional instruments on environmental and human
rights’ protection. Sidelining the obligations contained in such instruments would run contrary
to the stated goal of the use country systems, which features as one of the main objectives for
the achievement of long-lasting results beyond specific projects. Indeed, the strengthening of
country systems has been listed as one of the core principles for a sustainable infrastructure assessment framework, thus it occupies a central role in the design and implementation of
transformational projects.11
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In addition to this introduction, the conclusions and the recommendations, this study is
divided in four parts.

Part I presents the historical background of the consolidation of the commitment to a greater use of country systems by DFIs. It explains how the use of country systems came to occupy a
prominent place among the elements of the "development effectiveness agenda", which gained
institutional and legal density after the Monterrey Consensus (2002). It also discusses country
systems in light of South-South Cooperation (SSC) principles and practices, a modality of cooperation between Southern countries anchored in political commitments to non-intervention
in national affairs, respect to sovereignty and mutual benefits.

Part II describes the country systems approach of six multilateral development banks World Bank (International Bank for Reconstruction and Development - IBRD), Asian Development Bank (ADB), Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), Development Bank for Latin
America (CAF), Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and the New Development Bank
(NDB) - and a national development bank, the Brazilian National Bank for Economic and Social
Development (BNDES).

Part III focuses on the country system of a specific country, Brazil. The analysis investigates the current status of the country’s social and environmental governance based on five case
studies, selected on the basis of different types of projects in the energy and transportation/
logistics sectors. It analyzes rules, policies and practices relevant in the context of each project.
As discussed in the chapter, the cases point to recurrent problems, concerning both threats to
rights and gaps in the protection systems. The acute vulnerability of indigenous peoples and
traditional communities within the context of infrastructure megaprojects lead the analysis to
constantly focus on these groups’ rights - as well as violations arising out of failures in the
national system dedicated to their protection. Problems with environmental licensing, notably
the low quality and/or insufficiency of impact assessment studies, and the ineffectiveness of
prevention, mitigation and compensation measures, are also recurrent problems.

Part IV presents, initially, a critical perspective about the accumulated experiences of DFIs
use and strengthening of country systems, which is based on the conclusions of the own internal oversight bodies of the institutions, the views of civil society actors and two case studies.
The first one is a programmatic loan of the World Bank ("Development Policy Loan") to Brazil,
and the second one discusses a loan from the BNDES to the TIPNIS Park highway, in Bolivia.
Next, it indicates ways forward for the NDB based on the experiences and lessons learned. Some
recommendations are made for an innovative role of the NDB, taking into consideration its unique position as symbol of the deep changes in development cooperation in the 21st century.
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Part I
Country systems:

1

the building

of a consensus
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Background
In the decades following the reconstruction of the post-War global governance, development cooperation experienced a series of changes, among which one of the most important has
been the proliferation of bilateral and multilateral agencies for the promotion of development,
as well as the entry of new and powerful private players and non-governmental and not-for
-profit organizations (NGOs). The diversity of players that coexist in the development field
carried a promise of faster achievement of the internationally agreed development goals.

However, this phenomenon also gave rise to an unintended fragmentation, with concrete implications for the countries, mainly those that were mostly in need of external aid. The
lack of uniformity in the requirements pertaining to the approval, monitoring and assessment
of projects and programs overwhelmed national institutions. Donors’ control procedures have
increased bureaucracy and duplication of efforts, and caused recipient countries to dedicate
considerable part of their resources (human, financial, technical etc.) only to grasp with the requirements and to adjust accountability practices to meet the particularities of each individual
donor. In addition, while some countries had to meet multiple donors’ demands, others were
"forgotten" by cooperation agencies.12

In such a fragmented landscape, development aid outcomes turned out to be disappointing,
despite the fact that the volume of finance flows experienced a rising trajectory since the approval of the Millennium Development Goals (2015).

The studies applied to the practice of the development showed that an increasing volume
would not yield better outcomes. To be more effective, development cooperation would have to
shift its attitude towards national development priorities and strategies. Better developmental
outcomes would require strengthening the institutions of the recipient country, as well as its
governance structures and institutional capacities.

‣ The development effectiveness agenda
To address the challenge of improving quality - and not only quantity - of development aid,
the international community has established, over the last two decades, a new "global partnership for development" for the attainment of solutions for the increasing complexity of development cooperation.13
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Under an agenda spurred by the desire to make development more effective (see Box I below),
a new legal and institutional architecture was assembled to accommodate new views, principles,
terminologies, practices and goals on how development cooperation should be done. A series of
paradigmatic agreements, which attained the status of "consensus", spelled out the necessary
measures to facilitate political dialogue and promote a harmonization of the practices.14

The main instruments under such framework are: the final text of the 1st International
Conference on Financing for Development of Monterrey (2002), the Paris Declaration on Development Effectiveness (2005), the Accra Agenda for Action (2008) and the Busan Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation (2011). Recently, the principles and goals outlined
in the documents of the previous stages were reaffirmed, together with the addition of new
components, by the Addis Ababa Action Agenda (2015), resulting from the 3rd Conference on
Financing for Development, held in the city of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in 2015. This conference
established the mechanisms for the financing of the ambitious 2030 Agenda, which launched
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), a set of seventeen (17) goals with 169 targets aiming
at the improvement of the well-being of the present and future generations, in fields such as
education, health, public safety, gender equality, decent work conditions, nutrition, access to
justice, infrastructure, preservation of marine and river ecosystems and climate change.15

Such instruments layed down the fundamental principles for a more effective development:
ownership; policy alignment and use of national systems; coordination amongst donors; mutual accountability; and transparency. In addition, they are anchored in the principle of solidarity,
which unfolds in three key elements: i) achievement of common goals; ii) equality, and iii) reciprocity of duties and obligations.16

The Paris Declaration, for instance, provides commitments for the harmonization of development aid practices, local ownership of the development process, and a greater use of country
systems. The Accra Agenda for Action, which aimed at deepening the implementation of the Paris consensus, articulated three thematic guiding principles for the development of initiatives:
i) ownership; ii) inclusive partnership, and iii) delivery of better outcomes. At the center of such
measures lies the commitment to build capacities, guaranteed countries’ right to determine their
own future and choose priorities according to their own interests and development strategies.17
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‣ Box I:
The Development Aid Effectiveness Agenda
The Monterrey Consensus (2002), deemed as the "modern genesis of the development aid
effectiveness agenda"18, set the stepping stones for the development of subsequent agreements which elaborated on, and deepened, the agreed measures to achieve a more effective
aid. The many consensus and action plans, from Monterrey to Addis Ababa, outlined the
following key components of the development aid effectiveness agenda:
1. Harmonization of policies and practices: uniformization and convergence in standards
applicable to fields such as control of good management of the use of resources and social
and environmental procedures.
2.Untying of aid: untying the financial support to the requirement that the recipient purchases
goods and services from the provider, or of a limited number of previously selected agents.
3.Use of national systems: use of the arrangements, rules, institutions and national policies,
and not only the standards of the providers.
4.Ownership: recipient countries must have control over their future and their development
strategies and priorities must be respected.
5.Measurement and improvement of outcomes: measure the effectiveness through the
results, based on mutually agreed upon indicators.

Source: Williams-Elegbe (2017).
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As Box I shows, the use of country systems is a key component of the development aid effectiveness agenda. A more systematic use of country systems can thus be regarded as a corollary
of the ownership principle and of the commitment towards the building and/or strengthening
of local capacities. In fact, once realized that duplicated controls are inefficient and ineffective
- not rarely conflicting with each other - and their negative effects on national-level accountability, a greater use of country systems emerged as an alternative to encourage players to make
the transition to lesser dependence on donors' development mechanisms, while at the same
time providing stimulus for the creation of tools to strengthen local capacities.

A definition of country systems describes them as "national arrangements and procedures
regarding public financial management, public contracts, audit, monitoring and assessment,
and social and environmental procedures".19 According to Williams-Elegbe20, the instruments
of the aid effectiveness agenda - from Monterrey to Busan - relied on the use of country systems because of their potential to provide recipient countries with support for the development
of their national systems (in public financial management, bidding processes, social and environmental standards, etc.), thus improving development outcomes.

‣ The emergence and consolidation of South-South Cooperation
In parallel with the rebuilding of the international architecture for development cooperation
as previously described, another phenomenon has contributed to the rewriting of the premises
and goals that guide the cooperation amongst countries, with a concrete effect over the debate
on the use of country systems. Such phenomenon is the consolidation of a cooperation framework among Southern countries, usually referred to as South-South Cooperation (SSC).

SSC historical roots date back to the Bandung Conference (1955), when countries of the "global periphery" gathered to articulate common strategies for international action, which would
be based on values such as the non-interference with internal affairs and the need for developing horizontal relationships among developing countries, based on the idea of reciprocity.21
After that foundational moment, the Buenos Aires Conference (1978) represented another historic moment in the institutionalization of SSC practices. The Buenos Aires Action Plan, a result
of the discussions held in such conference, develops the concept of technical cooperation based
on reciprocity and horizontality, two of the cornerstones of this modality of cooperation.22

The Declaration on the Right to Development, approved by the UN General Assembly in 1986,
represents another important milestone to understand the construction of the international
framework on South-South Cooperation. In its international dimension, the right to develop-
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ment establishes that states must adopt measures - individually and collectively - to create an
environment that allows, in the international and national plans, the full achievement of the
right to development.22 The right to development inserted an ethical and solidary dimension to
international cooperation, which would be later instrumentalized by the developing countries
with the purpose of strengthening the legal regime of development cooperation, which features
the previously discussed Monterrey (2002) and Paris (2005) consensus. Under this new framework, cooperation is carried out under the notion of "shared responsibilities", in the sense
that developing countries recognize their primary role in the development process, but retaining the right to demand that transparency and accountability principles are also applied to
providers (whether they are governments or international financial institutions).24

According to the Nairobi outcome document of the High-level United Nations Conference on
South-South Cooperation (2009), SSC may be deemed as a “common endeavour of peoples and
countries of the South, born out of shared experiences and sympathies, based on their common
objectives and solidarity, and guided by, inter alia, the principles of respect for national sovereignty and ownership, free from any conditionalities".25

In the literature, SSC has been conceptualized as:

A wide range of interactions that include the alignment of positions in multilateral spaces for negotiation, the promotion of South-South trade, the establishment of political coalitions and networks, the building of regional spaces of
integration, the extension of external financing in more favorable conditions,
the development of human and institutional capacities (scientific, technological
and technical) and responses to crisis situations.26

SSC thus works as a legal and institutional framework within which Southern countries develop cooperation policies, plans, programs and actions in thematic agendas as diverse as health, agriculture, education, research and technology, and finance. SSC is not completely isolated
from the "traditional" development cooperation. In fact, the concept of triangular cooperation
seeks to describe the interrelations between both modalities of cooperation.27 However, SSC implications to development cooperation go beyond the mere symbolism, to encompass material,
ontological and normative aspects.28

Some elements differentiate South-South Cooperation from the "traditional” North-South
cooperation. Firstly, South-South Cooperation gained institutional and normative substance
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through political agreements outside the "Official Development Assistance" (ODA) framework.
ODA is disciplined by the Development Assistance Committee of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). As discussed earlier, the Bandung and Buenos Aires
conferences were two of the emblematic moments for the development and consolidation of
coalitions composed of peripheral and "non-aligned" countries. In spite of their subordinated
condition, these countries were able to articulate their demands before supranational institutions of global governance.

Furthermore, since it is based upon the principles of sovereignty, non-intervention with
national affairs and mutual benefits, SSC reassigns meanings to deeply rooted concepts underlying development cooperation. Among them, the rejection of political, economic and democratic conditionalities attached to development assistance29 and the reinterpretation of the
costs and benefits of tied aid.

In summary, the rebuilding of a legal and political framework on development cooperation
at the turn of the millennium, together with the rise of South-South Cooperation, gradually
shifted the dynamics between providers and recipients from a verticalized and highly asymmetric approach to a new consensus that prescribes the use of laws, rules, institutions, national,
subnational and sectorial procedures as a prerequisite for an effective development. In such
context, a stronger use of country not only promises greater ownership and efficiency, but also
holds itself as a key factor to drive greater accountability, as it submits the use of resources to
the checks and balances of the recipient country, such as in the cases of legislative approval and
scrutiny over the appropriation bills proposed by the Executive Branch.30

Initial reservations against a stronger use of country system, such as the risk of mismanagement due to corruption and the potential obstacles for quick remediation, did not prevent
donors, recipients and all "development partners" from concentrating their efforts and resources to pave the way for a transition towards the “full” use of national systems, or at least to
significantly increase their use.

It is in such context that the multilateral development banks (MDBs), supported by a growing
number of country systems’ implementation and measurement methodologies, and led by the
World Bank, started their pilot projects of use of country systems in fields deemed essential for
better development effectiveness: public financial management, national competitive bidding,
social and environmental safeguards, international competitive bidding and the selection of
consultancies.31
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Part II
Multilateral and

2

national development
banks approaches
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Country systems in Multilateral
Development Banks (MDBs)

‣ World Bank
The World Bank is an important producer and spreader of rules on development finance.
Throughout its history, its operational policies have progressively become recognized as good
practice in domains such as the financial, accounting and social and environmental management of projects and programs.

With the declared intent of increasing the impact on the development (in terms of efficiency, quality and punctuality), increasing the ownership by the country on development
programs and projects, facilitating the harmonization and simplifying and reducing costs32,
the Bank introduced, in 2004, proposals open to public consultation on the transition to the
use of country systems. The World Bank introduced the logics of country system in the fields
of financial management (accounting, financial reports, audit) and national competitive bidding (NCB). Next, the institution engaged a pilot for contracting of goods and services (20082011) in International Competitive Bidding (ICB) and international consultancies’ selection.
The declared reasons for the use of country systems in procurement of goods and services
(biddings) comprised: i) local ownership; ii) harmonization of development assistance flows;
and iii) cost reduction.33

Regarding the social and environmental safeguards, the World Bank started a two-year
pilot project of national systems in 200534, for the circumstances in which they were considered equivalent to the Bank's applicable safeguard policies chart, and in which the practices,
capacity and implementation history of the country were seen as satisfactory, according to
the institution's rules and policies. Following the announcement, organizations of civil society and representatives of the private sector raised questions and concerns, some of which
were afterwards corroborated by audits and reviews of the institution itself, as it is further
discussed. The objections included:

•

Risk of the existing standards of the World Bank to be demoted ("race to the bottom");

•

Shifting of financial and administrative burdens to the recipient countries, in opposition to the cost reduction for the bank itself;
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•

Loosening of the anti-corruption controls and incentive to resources misuse;

•

Discouragement to the participation of private partners in the contracts.

The bank defined E&S country system, in one of its documents, as "aspects of the country’s
policy, legal and institutional framework, including its national, subnational, or sectoral implementing institutions and applicable laws, regulations, rules and procedures, and implementation
capacity, which are relevant to the environmental and social risks and impacts of the project".35

Despite criticisms, the World Bank proceeded with 12 pilot projects in 9 countries: Romania,
Bhutan, Ghana, Jamaica, Tunisia, India, South Africa, Uganda and Morocco. Against the allegation that the country system approach would result in projects subject to more fragile social
and environmental safeguards, the World Bank argued that such risks would be netted out by
benefits arising from the strengthening of laws, policies, rules and procedures of a country and
implementation of local capacities.36

The country system pilot in social and environmental safeguards was structured on three
basic stages under equivalence and acceptability tests37:
1.

2.

3.

Assessment of the country's

Review of the implementation

Gap filling in laws,

safeguard systems relevant

practices of the relevant

regulations, rules and

to determine the equivalence,

institutions of the country

procedures, as well as in the

understood as the capacity

and their history and capacity

practical implementation, by

of achieving the goals of

of applying such procedures

means of formal agreements

applicable operational policies

in practice;

reflected on the project

and the strict adherence to the

documentation and contracts.

standards defined therein38;

In January 2008, the Board of Directors of the Bank approved the proposal of gradually shifting
the use of country system at the project level for subnational and national levels, extending the comprehensiveness to all vehicles and quasi-governmental agencies involved with the implementation
of projects.39 In this stage, the Bank would conduct a Safeguard Diagnosis Review with the purpose of
verifying the equivalence and acceptability. But the equivalence test in this case differs from the one
performed in the project, because it aims only at assessing whether the social and environmental sa-
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feguards systems of the borrowing country achieve the goals and adhere to the principles of applicable
operational policies. That is, the assessment of the consistency between the bank's safeguards and
the country system at national level does not take into consideration each standard contained in the
safeguard policies, but only a wide alignment of goals and principles (“material consistency”). The acceptability analysis is restricted, however, to the operational policies that passed the equivalence test.

In August 2016, after a long process that counted on hundreds of consultations around the
world, the World Bank finished the review of its social and environmental safeguards. The update of the policies would be, in the bank's view, a response to the new and different development demands and challenges that emerged over time. Among them, the challenge of promoting a greater harmonization with the practices of similar institutions and of incorporating new
practices to a reality in which borrowing countries became more experienced and capable of
dealing with development challenges.40 Such goals are quite synergistic with the key principles
and goals of the previously discussed "new global partnership for development".

In World Bank’s own view, the updated framework distributes, in a more coherent way, the
obligations among the bank and the clients and promotes advancements regarding transparency, discrimination, social inclusion, public participation and accountability.41 Civil society
organizations, on the other hand, have demonstrated a certain degree of skepticism towards
the reach of such goals, mainly due to the absence of a solid commitment by the bank to respect
human rights, without which there are no guarantees that the projects will in fact comply with
the non-discrimination and accountability standards.

Under the justification of promoting greater rationalization, the new social and environmental framework condensed in a unique document all operational policies effective up to then
regarding social and environmental matters. In this sense, it is important to notice that the
commitment to a larger use of the social and environmental system of the borrowing country in
the assessment, development and implementation of projects appears as a requisite to be observed by the bank itself in project finance and in the assessment and management of risks and
social and environmental impacts. The use of country system, under the new framework, shall
be bilaterally discussed in such circumstances, provided that there is the possibility of addressing the risks and impacts of the project, and allowing the project to achieve goals in a manner
that is more “materially consistent” with bank’s own social and environmental standards.42

According to the new framework, the areas in need of strengthening may be approached
through specific projects or through wider interventions and strategies aimed at strengthening
the country's institutions.43 The Bank may perform a diagnosis of the national system upon
the borrower’s request, which does not bind future investment decisions, but may serve as a
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basis for strengthening actions, capacity building and use of the national framework in specific projects44 When the bank identifies points in need of improvement or gaps, it states that it
shall work with the borrowing country to identify and agree on specific actions and measures to
approach such gaps and strengthen the country system. These commitments are then integrated into the Environmental and Social Commitment Plan.45

‣ Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
IDB’s policies and corporate view present a quite strategic conception about the use and
strengthening of country systems in social and environmental safeguards. Such approach manifests itself at different planning and action levels.

In realizing the strategic goals of its corporate mission, the IDB states that the environmental issue is transversally included in planning activities and in the definition of country
strategies. AAccording to the bank, the inclusion of the environment as one of the key issues
reflects the priority given to it in the realization of its mandate, together with poverty reduction and social development.46 It happened during the process of its Eighth General Capital
Increase, in 1994.

At the level of operational policies, IDB’s Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy
(2005) has specific provisions established to ensure compliance with the mission outlined in the
strategic plan, including actions that are synergistic with the idea of improving national systems
with the purpose of increasing its use and effectiveness, such as: (i) strengthening of legal and
regulatory benchmarks related to the environment; (ii) strengthening environmental oversight
agencies; (iii) improvement of the environmental quality of the operations financed by the Bank;
(iv) addressing transparency issues and access to environmental information and consultation
to the interested parties; (viii) guarantees of quality control and performance of environmental
impact assessments (EIA); and (ix) promotion of environmental education and training.47

A country’s environmental analysis generates relevant information and provides support to
the development of programmatic documents.48 The analysis must have a strategic character and
focus on sectors and fields widely relevant for the relationship between the Bank and the country.49 Moreover, the environmental analysis takes into consideration several relevant aspects,
including the environmental governance status, which encompasses the level of institutional development; the participation of civil society; the access to information; the legitimacy of the legal,
regulatory, and policy frameworks; the level of enforcement and compliance with the environmental standards; and the environmental management capacity of public authorities.50
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‣ Definition of Country Environmental Analysis by IDB51
Analysis at the strategic level focused on establishing environmental priorities to guide
its effective integration to decisive areas for social and economic development, as well
as improvements in the relevant environmental management areas. It may occur through fast and focused assessments or through more complete procedures, with well-developed consultations.

When working in partnership with a country, the IDB discusses forms of approaching, in an
intersectoral manner, the main environmental issues, including the social aspects related to the
environmental analysis.52 Thus, it is expected that the possibility of use of country systems is
increased from the beginning of the preparation of the country strategy, under guidelines such
as the flexibility and a strategic and process-oriented view (not an end in itself).53 The opportunities for use of national systems are, however, subject to the institution's risk management
framework, which include sectoral risks (sensitive sectors, such as infrastructure, extractives,
oil and gas), policy risks (inappropriate policy framework, such as ineffective legislation), and
governance risks (low capacities, absence of surveillance, corruption etc.).54

The use of national systems is explicitly listed as a possible environmental risk. IDB's policies have, thus, specific guidelines to guide the use of country systems. According to an internal
directive55, national systems should be adopted when the bank determines that the systems of
the borrowing country are equivalent or superior to the bank requirements. Such equivalence
shall be analyzed in accordance with each one of the safeguards applicable to the selected operation. The Bank shall be responsible for determining such equivalence and its acceptability,
and for monitoring compliance with the policy.56

It is important to emphasize that IDB's national systems strategy includes the "fiduciary"
systems of financial management, the procurement of goods and services (biddings) and the systems of "effectiveness of the development" of planning, monitoring and assessment, and environmental and social safeguards. In its Ninth Capital Increase, IDB committed to make a larger
use of country systems. In 2009, the IDB's Board of Directors approved a country system strategy
that is based on two principles: (i) distinction between the focus on "strengthening" the national
systems and the "use" of such systems, giving priority to activities performed with the purpose of
increasing the use of such systems in projects financed by the Bank; and (ii) the main components
of complex systems are disaggregated, reinforced and separately monitored.57
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‣ Definition and procedures for the implementation
of country systems in the IDB.
IDB defines safeguard national systems as the "set of laws, regulations, institutions and
procedures that the countries currently apply as a part of their environmental management".58 The use of the national systems is subject to the following procedure:59
1.

2.

3.

Eligibility criteria:

Equivalence analysis:

Acceptability analysis:

Firstly, only B and C

a country system is

it focuses on the practical

category projects are

considered equivalent in a

application, track record

eligible. The use is restricted

specific safeguard if it

and capacity of the

to specific and individual

complies with the goals and

institutions to put in

operations. In all the cases,

adheres to the operational

practice, enforce, and apply

the recipient must request

principles of this safeguard.

operative principles of the

the substitution of specific

In this stage, the emphasis

concerned safeguards.

safeguards.

is put on legal instruments,
such as laws, regulations
and surveillance procedures;

Going beyond the environmental analysis, IDB has also committed to support the financing
of environmental management operations and to provide technical assistance to borrowing
countries. The goals of this support are, among others, the improvement of the governability, the development of policies and institutional capacity-building in environmental matters.
The activities subject to financing include improvements in the environmental legislation and
regulation, strengthening of institutions, and environmental training, education and governability in all levels.60 The financial instruments for such operations encompass loans to the
public sector, specific funds of environmental mandate, funds for technical assistance aimed
at the creation of "public regional goods", financing to the private sector, non-reimbursable
technical cooperation, and co-financing with other donors.61

As tools for monitoring the "transversality" of the environmental issues, IDB restates the
need for developing indicators capable of capturing the continuous adherence to the sustainable
development goals. Such tools would have special application to the activity of country environmental analysis, to capture relevant changes. In this regard, IDB's Environment Strategy
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envisages that special attention must be paid to the assessment of the environmental capacity
and governance of the country, encompassing, for instance, the degree of institutional development, participation of civil society, access to information, adequacy of legal and regulatory
regimes, the surveillance on the compliance with and observance of environmental standards
and the capacity of the public sector in terms of environmental management.62 Within the scope
of specific projects, the reports of conclusion of the projects must contain a synthesis of the
lessons learned with their practical experience.63 Therefore, IDB commits to developing methodologies by means of collaborations among internal departments.

If, during the execution of the project, there is a reduction of the equivalence and acceptability criteria in a manner that is incompatible with the contractual requirements - due, for
instance, to amendments to the applicable national laws, to a loosening in the environmental
regulation or to a decrease in the capacity of the responsible institutions -, such circumstances
may constitute a reason to contractual termination and to adopt the IDB's procedures that are
applicable to such situations.64 On the other hand, the borrower may request a review of the
equivalence and acceptability analysis, if it understands that there has been positive alterations.
In such events, it is subject to the analysis of the Board of Directors.65

‣ Asian Development Bank (ADB)
A few years after the beginning of the World Bank pilot, the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
also adopted a benchmark for the use of national systems, in which the "equivalence" and the
"acceptability" at the national, subnational, sectorial or agency level to work with the borrowers would be assessed. The fundamental framework is the Safeguard Policy of 200966, which
updated the existing framework in a way similar to what the World Bank did in 2016, in terms of condensing all policies in a single document. In the new policy, ADB acknowledged the
strengthening of country systems' safeguards as a goal in itself, so that they could achieve the
reference standards established by the good international practices.67

The ADB defines country systems as policies, practices, normative frameworks, and institutions that a country has in order to prevent, minimize or mitigate the potential adverse human rights and environmental impacts of development activities.68 The bank views the country
system as a way to reduce transaction costs, improve the ownership and help to guarantee the
development activities’ long-term sustainability.69

The ADB discloses relevant information on its country system approach. According to the
information that is available to the public, the bank actively promotes discussions about the
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subject and provides technical assistance to the countries in order to strengthen their national
systems. Regarding this last activity, ADB reports to have disbursed USD 38.185 million to effectively strengthen and implement the country systems since the approval of the safeguards policy in 2009, encompassing twenty-seven (27) projects. In practice, the World Bank also provides
a series of services to the countries that could be framed as aiming to improve country systems,
notably by Development Policy Loans - DPLs. However, it was not possible to find compiled information on the grant of financing and technical assistance with the purpose of strengthening
the member countries' country system.

Within the scope of this last activity, ADB approved and implemented a project that resulted
in the preparation of a methodology to assess the national systems.70 The methodology was
built as from dialogue sessions with development partners (that is, the borrowing countries)
and other institutions of financing for development (such as the World Bank), the analysis on
the systems of some countries, the preparation of case studies and consultations with other
interested parties (such as civil society).

‣ Development Bank of Latin America (CAF)
The social and environmental management of the Development Bank of Latin America (originally, Andean Development Corporation) is based in country systems. In this sense, the key
goals of its environmental strategy are to generate and to permanently improve spaces and processes that guarantee a responsible environmental and social management, and to provide support to shareholding countries in the conservation and sustainable use of its natural resources
and ecosystems.71 In order to operationalize such goals, it was created the Operations Environmental and Social Management System, based on environmental and social analyses and on a
set of safeguards.

In 2010, CAF published the Environmental Strategy72 that gave details of fourteen safeguards, which were comprehensive, not much specific, more similar to principles than to the
safeguards of other multilateral banks. Among them, safeguard 1, which determined the compliance with the national legislation, 73and safeguard 4, which aimed at strengthening national
institutions, were particularly important.74 The document continued the approach historically
used by the bank, which had attracted a series of criticisms from civil society. In fact, the main
advantage of CAF over other multilateral banks (especially the World Bank and the IDB) was
identified as the agility of its procedures and the flexibility of its requirements, characteristics
attributed to the absence of strong social and environmental policies.75
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‣ Technical assistance for the strengthening of country systems: ADB’s
experience with two regional projects.
ADB informs the execution of at least two projects of technical assistance for strengthening
of social and environmental safeguards in the countries.

The “Strengthening Country Safeguard Systems” (TA 6285) Project was in force
between 2005 and 2010, and allocated USD 1.5 million to the preparation of case
studies, analysis and consultations for the identification of normative, political and
institutional gaps, as well as improvement opportunities. The goal was to improve the
capacity of countries to develop, implement and apply environmental and social safeguards through strengthened national systems, in the long term. One of the results
of the project was the report on the Philippines environmental safeguards system,
prepared in partnership with the World Bank. Another one was the development of
methodologies for the development of country systems.
The “Strengthening and Use of Country Safeguard Systems” (TA 7566) Project, which
was in force between 2010 and 2017, allocated USD 10 million to the strengthening
and effective implementation of country safeguard systems. It included the areas
of capacity building, environmental sustainability, social development and regional
cooperation and integration. The project involved the performance of internal consultations, workshops, trainings, creation, exchange and dissemination of knowledge
and coordination initiatives with financing agencies. 29 subprojects were approved,
the activities of which encompassed several actions, such as the preparation of assessments, the evaluation of institutional capacities, the performance of trainings and
workshops and the preparation of guidelines, manuals and rules, as well as the review
of legislations. By means of such projects, it was possible (i) to assess the gaps in the
normative frameworks or in the implementation capacity, and recommend measures
to fulfill such gaps; (ii) to prepare manuals and guidelines for governmental agencies
and project implementation units; and (iii) to conduct the training activities.
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Thus, although the bank's mission and public statements emphasized the sustainability of
its operations, the modus operandi regarding the management of social and environmental
impacts consisted in an implicit trust in the borrower, combined with the delegation of responsibility for the matter.76 In fact, notwithstanding the existence of gaps in Latin-American
country systems, an analysis of 22 projects financed by CAF up to 2008 demonstrated that only
in two projects the national institutional capacity was deemed of concern (indicating the need
for strengthening measures) and that in such cases the actions of building of local capacity were
insufficient.77 In addition to such context, there was the absence of clear transparency policies,
access to information, participation and monitoring.78

Over the last years, a change of attitude could be identified, which appears to indicate a transition of the total shifting of responsibility towards a framework that combines international
social and environmental management criteria regarding national systems.79 In fact, the Social
and Environmental Safeguards published by CAF in 2016 are more detailed and accurate, indicating criteria and paths to its implementation.80 Although there is still deference to local rules
and methods, instruments and quality criteria were defined.81 What also calls the attention is
the express reference to human rights.82 It is necessary, now, to analyze how such changes have
exherted (or not) positive impacts on the prevention, mitigation, and remediation to violations
of human and environmental rights within the scope of the financed projects.

CAF also develops, together with shareholding countries, programs specialized in environment (especially regarding climate change), supporting local, regional and national initiatives.
The bank aims at contributing "to strengthening the environmental sector in shareholder countries through investments in this sector’s operations, and granting loans and non-reimbursable technical assistance for several environmental projects."83

‣ Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)
AIIB adopted a combination of safeguards and national system approach, combining a more
"traditional" social and environmental framework with the intent of making use of the national
systems whenever possible.84

For AIIB, the client's environmental and social management system includes aspects of the
political, legal and institutional benchmark of the country in which the project is located, which
are relevant to its environmental and social risks and impacts. It includes national, subnational, sectorial or corporate implementation institutions; applicable laws, regulations, rules and
procedures; and the implementation capacity; as well as the international agreements to which
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the member is a party (our emphasis).85 It can be seen, thus, that AIIB includes two elements
that are not explicitly treated in many of the other institutions: the political frameworks and
corporate practices and the international treaties.

Along the same lines of all other institutions, AIIB may make use of selected parts of the
country's national system, emphasizing that the bank keeps its surveillance role in the implementation of the projects.86

Interestingly, AIIB expressly states that the use of the client's system does not prevent the
access of the affected interested parties to the complaint mechanisms of the projects or to the
bank's oversight and compliance mechanism.87 In the history of use of country systems by the
World Bank, one of the main concerns raised by civil society was precisely the creation of barriers to the access of communities to its Inspection Panel.

In AIIB's approach to country systems, the client's environmental and social management
systems may be used in the whole project or just in part of it. For such, AIIB states that it shall
review the client’s social and environmental systems which are relevant to the project, including its scope and efficacy. The Bank shall also analyze the performance of the client’s systems
in terms of environmental and social development. Upon the assessment of the effective performance of the country system, AIIB states that it takes into consideration the client’s implementation practices, capacity and commitment.

The "material compatibility" and practical performance of the country systems review is
performed jointly with the client and the parties interested in the project. The result of the assessment is disclosed together with other documents of the project, such as the preliminary
reports of social and environmental assessment, social and environmental management plans,
resettlement plans and indigenous peoples plans. The disclosure should occur before the project assessment stage or as early as possible.88

The client is required to notify AIIB in the case of any material changes in the national social
and environmental systems that may adversely affect the project. If the bank determines that
a change is not materially consistent with the purposes of its social and environmental policy,
it may adopt measures to guarantee compatibility, such as requiring reviews, as well as apply
contractual measures to remedy the situation.89
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‣ New Development Bank (NDB)
According to NDB five-year Strategy (2017-2021), the "new" manner through which the
institution will do development finance includes a set of innovations in three fields: 1) Partnerships, 2) Instruments and Projects, and 3) Approaches. Regarding partnerships, the bank
presents a view on the "bank-client" relationship visibly influenced by principles of SouthSouth Cooperation, such as the horizontality and the non-conditionality.90 In this sense, NDB
commits to enter into relationships respecting the sovereignty of the countries and their development strategies.

The Strategy also reflects essential components not only of South-South Cooperation, but
also of the "consensus" on development aid, such as need for guaranteeing ownership. NDB
states that the projects shall be well-succeeded "when the borrowing countries are responsible
for their own development way."91

When referring to national systems as a central component of its partnership approach, NDB
declares an intention of working together with national institutions and using the "borrowing
country legislation, regulations and oversight procedures".92 According to NDB, the use of country systems aims at helping the achievement of two interrelated goals: i) protection against
the undue use of resources of the project and negative impacts on the environment and on vulnerable groups, and ii) strengthening of local structures.93 NDB views the national systems as
"the best way to strengthen a country’s own capacity and achieve better long-term development results."94

In its environmental & social framework, NDB lists the use of country systems as one of
the core principles on which the bank aims at building its policies, procedures and operational
standards. According to the framework, NDB shall promote the use of national and corporate
systems in the management of environmental and social risks, and also help to strengthen even
more (sic) the country systems by means of activities of support to the public and private sector,
including (i) privileging the use of the country systems, with the appropriate support, in the
operational level, since it also promotes more ownership and accountability; (ii) strictly coordinating its actions with other multilateral bodies, development banks, international financial
institutions and core experts; and (iii) keeping an approach based on the risk and focused on
results by means of measures aligned with the fundamental principles.95 The bank states that
it shall review the environmental and social due diligence, such as the elements that integrate
its assessment to ensure the consistency in the use of national and corporate systems with the
fundamental principles and main requirements of its social and environmental framework.96
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NDB Strategy states that, similarly to other institutions, it will conduct an assessment (diagnosis) of member countries' systems. However, NDB has not, until the completion of this report
(May/2018), disclosed such assessments to the public, in spite of the approval of more than a
dozen of projects in the five founding countries.

NDB has yet to develop a comprehensive strategy for achieving this goal strengthening of
national systems. According to its Strategy, it will develop a policy for provision of technical
assistance to the countries97, which may be an instrument of support to the strengthening of
capacities. In its E&S framework, NDB commits to commits to work with the client to strengthen country systems and to provide assistance during the implementation of the projects, in
addition to providing support to increase the monitoring and oversight, if necessary.98
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Country systems in national

development banks: the BNDES case

Founded in 1952, the Brazilian National Development Bank (BNDES) is the country's main
long-term financing mechanism. It plays a key role in providing financial support to exports,
technological innovation, industry, infrastructure and modernization of the government administration. Since 2000, BNDES has been performing an expressive number of disbursements in
infrastructure megaprojects carried out by Brazilian companies in Brazil and abroad.

Specifically regarding the support to foreign trade, the Bank of Brazil occupied a prominent
place up to the end of the 1990's. As from then, BNDES gradually became the main instrument of
the financing policy for the internationalization of Brazilian companies. The bank itself opened
representation offices and subsidiaries in Montevideo, London and Johannesburg. The purpose
of such units was, respectively, to increase the contribution of funds to the regional integration,
expand the fundraising in foreign markets, and expand the relationship with local institutions,
as well as deepen the knowledge about the African continent.99

The scaling up of BNDES' international operations was based on legal reforms to its statute,
which allowed it, among other actions, (i) to finance and promote the export of products and
services, including installation services, encompassing the expenses incurred abroad, associated with the export, and (ii) to contract technical studies and provide technical and financial support, including non-reimbursable, for the structuring of projects that promote the economic
and social development of the country or its integration to Latin America.100

In this context, the Latin American and African markets have been the main targets of Brazil's foreign policy and the country's largest contractors have been privileged in the internationalization operations.101 Between 1998 and 2015, the export of goods and services of Brazilian
engineering and civil construction companies received the support of USD 15.2 billion from BNDES. The highway, bridges, and urban road systems construction projects constitute the largest
investments of the projects portfolio over the three continental regions (Latin America, Caribbean and Africa).

Although BNDES’ international investments reflect a promising scenario of expansion of
Brazilian companies in emerging countries in the Global South, they have been also triggering
conflicts and social and environmental impacts of different kinds and proportions in the regions where the projects are installed. Thus, the increasing flow of investments (both direct
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and indirect) of goods and services, especially those related to large scale infrastructures, has
been causing a context of territory expropriation and violations that directly reflect on the basic
housing conditions, health, life and human rights of the affected population. The large projects, mainly those that intensively use natural resources, are notably built in territories with
important biodiversity stocks and their areas are occupied, in general, by different community groups, mainly indigenous, traditional and peasant communities, the survival of which depends on the combination of small scale activities, mainly related to subsistence, and on the
natural resources existing therein.

In other aspects concerning failures in the prevention, management and reparation of social and environmental impacts, many of the international investments aimed at infrastructure
projects have also featured in the of Car Wash Operation (Operação Lava Jato) investigations on
corruption schemes in several areas of operation of the Brazilian State as an economic actor.
In general, corruption and violation of human rights are interconnected phenomena, because
companies that fail to prevent corruption usually present low controls to avoid and deal with
social and environmental and human rights impacts.

Once the external observers, driven by the rapid increase in allocated resources, became interested in BNDES’ policies and procedures for social and environmental analysis of
projects abroad, the lack of transparency and insufficiency of criteria and contractual and
compliance mechanisms became evident. According to a study by Conectas (2014), the social
and environmental analysis for projects abroad was not publicly accessible at the time. The
study shed light on such procedures by requesting information to the bank itself. According
to the clarifications provided, the social and environmental risk analysis occurs prior to the
project’s approval. BNDES also adopts safeguard measures by requiring an external legal
advisory opinion, inserting contractual clauses and requiring the entrepreneur to sign a declaration of compliance.102

However, the lessons accumulated from cases such as the Villa Tunari-San Ignacio de Moxos highway (“TIPNIS”) - discussed later - revealed that, in practice, BNDES operated under
a logic, albeit implicit, of high degree of permissiveness towards the local arrangements and
institutions - that is, domestic systems. After several projects marked by controversies, BNDES
reviewed some of its positioning and assumed new and significant commitments in 2015. According to the updated policy, BNDES commits to disclose synthesized information (extracts)
from the social and environmental impacts assessment, as well as to improve the social and
environmental analysis procedures, including by monitoring the execution and contracting of
independent audits.103
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The formalization and standardization of processes that had already been sparsely tested
in the portfolio of international projects was a step forward, but in practice, BNDES has yet to
take effective steps to ensure the active transparency of information related to social and environmental management of projects financed abroad. The passive transparency still encounters obstacles that are incompatible with a commitment to the wide dissemination of social and
environmental information, such as the allegation of banking and commercial secrecy. Anticorruption operations investigating illegal contracts between the government and contractors
have considerably reduced the export credit for engineering goods and services.104 This is one
of the reasons alleged by the BNDES to eplain why the policy’s component regarding the export
has not been fulfilled. However, BNDES has explicitly opted for not applying the new policy to
the projects’ stock.
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Part III
Brazilian domestic

3

system: a case-based
approach
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The current status of social and environmental

governance for large infrastructure projects in the energy
and transportation sectors in Brazil: Five case studies

The country systems approach is based on the use of national social and environmental protection systems, including rules (laws, regulations, guidelines) and the governance systems
that operate, implement and audit them. Therefore, concrete experience with national systems
is a fundamental source of information regarding their ability to protect social and environmental rights. This section addresses this issue based on five case studies, including different
project modalities within the transport/logistics and energy sectors.

The case studies analyze systems and rules related to:

•

Environmental rights;

•

Traditional communities rights;

•

Land management and territorial rights;

•

Free, prior and informed consultation and consent;

•

Environmental impact assessment;

•

Participation, transparency and access to information;

•

Public-private partnerships

•

Climate change.

Among these themes, this section presents the most salient aspects of each project. The objective is to identify recurrent failures and gaps in the domestic system, in order to indicate
aspects that require strengthening actions. The analysis also illustrates the real functioning of
the Brazilian social and environmental framework: it is a complex system, embedded and dependent on broader issues, such as access to justice and the capacity of administrative bodies.
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‣ Belo Monte Hydroelectric Power Plant

						Background
The Belo Monte Power Plant is the third largest hydroelectric plant in the world. It is located on the Xingu River, in the State of Pará. The first plans for the hydroelectric exploitation of
the region date from the military regime: In 1975, a group of engineers was formed to map its
electric potential, concluding that five dams could be built in the Xingu.105 The project, however, generated intense opposition from local communities, leading the World Bank - which had
initially considered financing the dam - to declare that it would not support the project. In face
of growing opposition to the plant and of the lack of resources to build it, the dam ceased to be
a priority for the Brazilian State.

An energy crisis in the 2000s radically altered this scenario. Belo Monte started once again
to be considered as a strategic project in the quest for national energy supply increase, and its
construction as a condition for developing Brazil.106 Despite significant opposition from civil
society and local communities, Congress authorized construction in 2004107, with virtually no
debate.108 Even before completion of the social and environmental feasibility studies, Belo Monte occupied a prominent position in the Growth Acceleration Program, a governmental initiative to improve Brazilian infrastructure. In 2010, a consortium led by the state-owned company
Chesf won the concession auction, It would later build and operate the plant under the name
Norte Energia S.A.109 In 2012, BNDES announced that it would provide a loan of more than 22
billion Reais to finance the project, the largest in its history.110

The plant construction began soon after the auction. Energy production began in 2016, and
the construction is currently in its final stages. Full operation is expected for 2019.

According to its environmental impact assessment, Belo Monte’s influence area is inhabited
by more than three hundred thousand people, including ten indigenous communities.111 Among
the numerous environmental, economic and social impacts of the plant, most of the damage
is related to population increase, displacement of affected individuals, and radical changes in
traditional forms of life.
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Population Influx
Population growth has led to increased vulnerability within local communities, as well as
over crowded public services. During the construction’s peak, it employed about twenty-five thousand workers, and the population of the Altamira municipality rose from one hundred
thousand to one hundred and forty thousand inhabitants in just three years.112 On the one hand,
the population growth increased demand for public services. On the other hand, the cost of living in the region rose - as well as the wages offered by the private sector - but the wages offered by the public power remained the same. Therefore, many public servants left their jobs to
work on the construction. As a result, in a region where there had already been serious gaps in
public services, demand increased while the capacity to satisfy it decreased, leading to a chaos
in public safety, health, education, sanitation, among other strategic areas.

Such impacts had been predicted by the studies carried out before the plant was implemented, so that Norte Energia was obliged to adopt measures to improve public services. However,
these measures were continually postponed, and many materialized only when the population
peak had already passed.113 Even when implemented, the measures proved insufficient and/or
ineffective in many sectors, such as public safety - in 2017, Altamira was the most violent municipality in Brazil.114

These failures have significantly impacted women. In fact, there have been increases in cases of teenage pregnancy, domestic violence, sexual exploitation of girls, and trafficked women.
In addition, lack of public services increases demand for domestic caretaking, a workload that is
disproportionately bore by women. At the same time, Norte Energia did not recognize informal
economic activities commonly exercised by females, a discriminatory process that resulted in
gender disparities in compensation. Thus, the increase in the domestic workload occurred at the
same time as an uncompensated reduction of revenues.

Displacement
Alongside the population influx, the region also witnessed another type of migratory dynamics: The involuntary displacement of people who lived in areas designated for flooding. More
than five thousand families were registered for relocation, many of which were directed to Collective Urban Resettlements (RUCs). Although Norte Energia reported that the RUCs brought
gains in terms of housing quality and safety and hygiene standards, those affected were frustrated with the gap between the company’s promises and reality.115 Contrary to what had been
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promised, the new neighborhoods were distant from original housing locations, and many were
poorly served by public services, especially transportation.116 In addition, some households had
structural deficiencies, and many people - especially women117 - were not compensated for the
loss of economic activities due to displacement.118

On the other hand, the plant worsened the housing conditions of many families that were
not registered for relocation. Some of them were not registered because the impact of the plant
on their housing was indirect (resulting, for example, of higher real estate prices). Others were
not registered because the company did not recognize that their residences were in a flood area.
These non-registered families began to live under increasingly precarious conditions, usually
in informal settlements. Such is the case of Independente I, a stilt neighborhood where 62 families live under constant risk of disease due to standing water and garbage accumulating under their houses (water used to run until the plant was built). In 2018, nearly seven years after
construction began, the Public Prosecutor’s Office demanded that Norte Energia relocate the
residents of this neighborhood.

Loss of traditional ways of life
Rapid environmental and social transformations in the region have led Indigenous and Riverine communities to abandon some of their cultural practices, including traditional means of
subsistence and nutritional habits. Theses sudden changes had grave consequences: For example, the number of undernourished Indigenous children grew from 62.8/1000 to 143.3/1000 in
just two years.119 In addition, the National Human Rights Council has documented that the plant
increased the pressure of extractive industries on Indigenous lands, and exposed communities
to alcoholism, prostitution, drugs and sexually transmitted diseases.120

Although the total dimension of the plant’s impacts is not yet known, the region is already
suffering the consequences of a new project: the gold mine known as Belo Sun, which the Canadian company Belo Sun Mining Corp. intends to build just 13 km downstream from the Belo Monte
dam. If the project is authorized, the mining company will explore the region’s mineral potential
for eight years, after which it will leave two piles of sterile material, measuring about 200 meters
each, in the middle of the Amazon rainforest and on the banks of the Xingu River.121 Besides the
environmental damage, there would be a new population influx in the region, and communities
already impacted by the plant would suffer once again with changes in their territory and their
traditional ways of life. Although the mine's license is currently suspended by court order, Belo
Sun Mining Corp. announced it was resorting to all legal remedies to reverse the ruling.122
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					Environmental Licensing
Environmental licensing is one of the main impact management systems in Brazil. It was
established by the National Environmental Policy Act (Law No. 6938/1981) with the objective of
matching the country’s social and economic development with environmental preservation.123
It is an administrative process that seeks to identify, prevent, mitigate and remedy the impacts
of projects and activities on the environment.

The entrepreneur is responsible for initiating the licensing process, as well as conducting
impact assessments and implementing prevention and mitigation measures. Based on such
assessments, the licensing entity124 may or may not approve the license, usually submitting it
to conditioning measures. In order to allow continuous monitoring at each stage of a project,
licensing of high impact projects requires three licenses (Preliminary License, Installation License and Operation License).

Although the licensing procedure has been developed as an environmental management
mechanism, it is also a tool for preventing and mitigating other types of impact, including social, cultural, economic, and human rights issues. Thus, the licensing agency has an environmental focus, but institutions such as FUNAI (protection of Indigenous rights) and IPHAN (protection of historical heritage) also participate in the process.

Despite its undeniable importance, Brazilian environmental licensing is criticized both by
the business sector (which considers the procedure slow and bureaucratic) and by communities
impacted by infrastructure projects (which do not consider the procedure sufficiently effective
for the protection of rights). In a research aimed at mapping and contributing to this debate, the
World Bank identified a series of limitations and challenges for the Brazilian licensing system,
summarized by the table below:

Problems of Brazilian environmental licensing (World Bank, 2008)125
Lack of adequate Government planning
Lack of clarity about which authority has jurisdiction to issue licenses
Delays in issuing the reference terms for environmental impact assessments
Poor quality of the studies submitted by entrepreneurs
Inconsistent evaluation of the impact assessments by the licensing agency
Lack of an adequate system for conflict resolution
Lack of clear rules for social compensation
Lack of professionals specialized in social impacts within IBAMA
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The problems identified by the World Bank converge with challenges outlined by national
institutions. The Brazilian Association of State Environmental Entities (ABEMA) produced a
study demonstrating the need to incorporate issues left to be managed by the environmental
licensing procedure into earlier government planning, that is, “into the decision making stage
of government plans and programs, therefore, prior to the decision to implement large projects,
with public consultation, in strategic sectors such as energy, mining and infrastructure”.126 Like
the World Bank, ABEMA also pointed out that conflicts of jurisdiction and lack of normative
clarity jeopardize the ability of the licensing procedure to achieve its objectives.127 In the same
direction, the Brazilian Association for Impact Assessment argued that the environmental dimension is insufficiently incorporated to other planning instruments, and that the country needs stronger mechanisms for social participation and social impact assessment.128

The Public Prosecutor’s Office Institute for Higher Education, in turn, focused on a specific
problem: The poor quality of impact assessments, which generates problems throughout the
whole licensing procedure. After a systematic analysis of the experience of the members of the
4th Coordination and Review Chamber of the Public Prosecutor’s Office (dedicated to Environment and Cultural Heritage), the research concluded that the improvement of environmental
impact assessments depends on the adoption of the measures listed in the following table:
Measures required to improve quality of the environmental impact assessments in Brazil
(ESMPU, 2004)129
Considering the environmental aspects of public policies since the planning stage
Providing sufficient time for developing impact assessments
Greater interdisciplinarity of impact assessments
Greater investment in elaborating a diagnosis and a social analysis for each territory
Creating mechanisms that enable the licensing agency to access information from other
government institutions
More rigorously examining impact assessments
Developing a public database, enabling dissemination of and access to knowledge produced
within impact assessments
Strengthening rights-based participation procedures in all stages of assessment preparation
and evaluation

In Belo Monte, the environmental license was at the center of the controversy over the
plant’s implementation. The Preliminary License was granted in 2010130, including a robust set
of social and environmental conditions that included preparatory measures (aimed at preparing
the region for the population influx) and an Environmental Basic Project (containing measures
to prevent, mitigate and compensate the impacts that had been identified in the environmental
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impact assessment). Both the proactive actions and the measures required by the Environmental Basic Project were constantly postponed, so that the impacts of the plant began before implementation of these actions.131

In 2011, despite these delays, IBAMA granted the Installation License (LI) to Belo Monte.
Many conditions of this new license were mere repetitions of measures which had already been
required by the Preliminary License, and which the entrepreneur had not yet fulfilled. Likewise, in 2015, when the Operating License (LO) was granted, the LI conditions that had not been
fulfilled yet were transferred to the LO. This continued postponement of the social and environmental management measures allowed the construction of the plant to proceed without
full implementation of measures designed to prevent, mitigate and compensate its impacts. In
other words, the construction schedule was detached from the social and environmental management schedule, impairing the effectiveness of the latter.

The Brazilian Electricity Regulatory Agency attributed licensing delays to the “low technical
quality of projects aimed at mitigating and compensating impacts, measures lacking practice
-oriented details, and delays in the beginning of preparatory actions”.132 Therefore, standard
failures of the Brazilian environmental licensing procedure – such as the poor quality of the
assessments and the insufficient incorporation of the social dimension – were present in the
case of Belo Monte. These issues were aggravated by IBAMA’s lack of technical and institutional
capacity to closely and continuously monitor the project (even considering its high visibility),
and the lack of participative inspections that allowed the community to be effectively involved
in monitoring the entrepreneur’s obligations.133

As a consequence, the impacts described in section 4.1.1, although predicted, were not adequately addressed, resulting in violations of human and environmental rights.

				

Rights of Indigenous and Traditional Peoples

In Brazil, the rights of Indigenous peoples are protected by the Federal Constitution, by the
international human rights treaties ratified by Brazil, by the infra-constitutional legislation
and by regulatory standards. Among other guarantees, indigenous peoples’ have a right to the
lands they traditionally occupy134; the right to maintain their own culture135; and the right to a
free, prior and informed consent.136 Belo Monte caused tensions and violations related to each
of these rights, as described below.
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Consultation and free, prior and informed consent
The right to free, prior and informed consent relates to the State’s duty to consult traditional
communities whenever it implements measures (including norms, projects, policies and plans)
affecting traditional populations. The consultation process must have occurred before the decision-making stage and in good faith, in a culturally appropriate manner, after information
on the project is made accessible in proper language and format. In the case of infrastructure
ventures that cause the displacement of traditional populations or that produce impacts of high
magnitude, the State has the duty not only to consult the community, but to obtain its consent
to the project. This right is established by ILO Convention 169, ratified by Brazil in 2004137, and
by the consistent jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, whose contentious jurisdiction was recognized by Brazil in 2002.138 Although Brazil has not yet operationalized Convention 169 through specific regulation, Brazilian courts have consistently declared
that the duty to consult traditional communities impacted by large development projects does
not depend on additional regulation.139

Failure to consult Indigenous communities affected by Belo Monte was a prominent issue
in judicial disputes involving the plant. Besides internal actions, the matter reached the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. Initially, the Commission issued a precautionary
measure requiring Brazil to paralyze construction of the plant until a consultation process had
been carried out in accordance with the international commitments made by Brazil.140 However,
the precautionary measure provoked a strong reaction from the Brazilian State, including withholding funding for the organization, aggressive official pronouncements by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, and the withdrawal of the candidacy of a former Minister of State for a position
in the Commission. A few weeks later, the Commission decided to review its position, backtracking in relation to construction halting, and determining that it would analyze the issue of
consultation together with the merits of the petition. The case is still pending decision.

Right to land
The right of Indigenous communities to the lands they traditionally occupy is protected by
the Federal Constitution141 and by international treaties ratified by Brazil, including the American Convention on Human Rights142 and the Convention 169 of the International Labor Organization.143 In Brazil, the entity responsible for Indigenous lands is the National Indian Foundation, responsible for delimiting, demarcating, regulating, registering, monitoring and inspecting these territories. Within the scope of infrastructure projects licensed by federal agencies,
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FUNAI is in charge of acting as an intervening agent in licensing processes that potentially produce direct or indirect effects on Indigenous lands. Therefore, the agency has the opportunity to
express its views on the project and to make recommendations, including on specific measures
related to the protection of Indigenous lands.144

The area influenced by Belo Monte covers ten Indigenous lands. One of the main damages
suffered by these communities was increased territorial pressure for illegal exploitation of their
lands by third parties. The Social and Environmental Institute, a Brazilian NGO, has documented
growth of illegal hunting activities, as well as increased land occupation (TIs Arara, Koatinemo
and Ituna/Itatá); increase of irregular commercial fishing (TIs Trincheira, Bacajá, Paquiçamba
and Arara da Volta Grande do Xingu); the advance of roads and wood extraction (TIs Cachoeira
Seca, Paquiçamba, Arara, Trincheira Bacajá, Xipaya and Kuruaya); and the increase of mineral
mining activities (Xipaya, Kuruaya and Arara TIs).145

In order to respond to these threats to the Indigenous territory, FUNAI acted as an intervenient in different stages of the licensing process. Nevertheless, this performance was marked
by failures that made the management of impacts on Indigenous peoples not only insufficient,
ineffective and late, but even harmful.

See, for example, the findings of the Federal Judge of 1st Instance of the Judicial Section of
Pará, held in 2017 within the scope of the public civil action proposed by the Federal Public Prosecutor’s Office:

“The emergency plan was not totally fulfilled, which is why the obligations therein were extinguished, and why FUNAI created new obligations. In short, it is
as if the entrepreneur, in addition to failing to meet the conditions required in its
licenses, still got an extra period to comply with them, differing from what had
been planned by FUNAI. All without receiving any penalty from the entities in
charge of monitoring compliance (Funai and IBAMA), given the damage caused
to the Indigenous communities and their lands due to their omission.”

Regarding the omission of the state agencies, the judge of law added that “there is no plausible justification for the fact that neither FUNAI nor IBAMA have acted more strictly in respect
to the protection of Indigenous lands”.146

FUNAI’s omission is not particular to the circumstances of the Belo Monte case. On the
contrary, it reflects systemic failures of the Brazilian social and environmental management
process. FUNAI, as well as other rights protection agencies, lacks normative competence, sanc-
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tioning power, and sufficient institutional capacity to act effectively within the environmental
licensing procedure. As a result, prevention, mitigation and compensation measures required
by FUNAI are not monitored and enforced by anyone.147

Such failures led to a continuous cycle: Norte Energia did not fully implement measures to
protect Indigenous territories, so the construction and operation of the plant had a strong impact on these lands and communities. Such changes made the initial measures irrelevant, and it
thus became necessary to review the plans. However, new measures tended to enter into a new
cycle of delays, gaps and non-implementation.148

In this context, the company adopted continuous emergency plans to address the impacts of
its activities on Indigenous people. The main one was a system of purchase and direct provision
of material resources to the communities. However, the sudden possibility of access to consumer goods also generated damages. For example, many communities abandoned traditional
agricultural practices and nutritional habits in favor of processed food. This sudden nutritional
change has led to a significant increase in child malnutrition, leading one quarter of Indigenous
children to malnutrition.149 In addition, the company was accused of favoring private interests,
co-opting leadership, and generating fragmentation of villages and communities.150

Right to culture
Indigenous communities have the constitutional right to maintain their culture, ways of life
and traditional practices, a right deeply related to the special connection between Indigenous
communities and the lands they traditionally occupy. Consequently, the protection of the cultural rights of Indigenous communities is also related to norms on traditional land.

Therefore, the changes in the territory caused by Belo Monte, as well as the failures in the
prevention system, mitigation and compensation of these impacts, had effects not only on the
right to land, but also on a series of other related rights. For example, although the dam did
not cause direct flooding of Indigenous lands, there are communities living downstream from
the plant, where the river flow has been significantly reduced. The changes in the river prevent
the practice of traditional fishing and transportation, and also affect leisure activities, cultural
practices and religious rites.
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Riverine communities
Brazilian law and international norms not only protect Indigenous peoples, but also other traditional populations, such as the Quilombola and Caiçara communities, for example. According
to the National Policy for the Sustainable Development of Traditional Peoples and Communities
(PNPCT), these groups are defined as “culturally differentiated groups that recognize themselves as such, that have their own forms of social organization that occupy and use territories and
natural resources as a condition for its cultural, social, religious, ancestral and economic reproduction, using knowledge, innovations and practices generated and transmitted by tradition”.151

Convergently, Convention 169 also defines traditional communities based on the criterion
of self-recognition.152 From an international perspective, Indigenous peoples and other traditional communities have access to the same rights, including the right to community property.

PNPCT recognizes the special relationship of communities with their traditional lands, ensuring their right to access the territory and the resources necessary for their physical, cultural,
and economic reproduction. In this context, the policy establishes as one of its objectives the
protection of the rights of traditional communities in face of major projects and enterprises,
given the specific forms that they affect traditional communities.

In the influence area of Belo Monte, there are riverine communities and traditional groups
whose physical and cultural survival is connected to the Xingu River. Despite national and international protections to traditional peoples, these populations were initially bypassed by the
social and environmental impact management process. Although riverine families were included in resettlement programs and other actions, such measures did not address the specificities
of riverines as a traditional community.

As documented by the Social and Environmental Institute, the impact assessments did not
include adequate diagnosis of impacts over Riverine populations. Therefore, there were no mitigation and compensation measures for damages resulting from their specific needs and rights.153 As a result, riverine families were resettled far from the river, and the organization of
new neighborhoods did not take into account kinship. Given the distance from the river and the
dissolution of community ties, a process of cultural loss began to take place. At the same time,
the resettlement registration process was unfit to the riverine culture, harming the possibility
of compensation for damages suffered.154

Currently, the Riverine People Council, an entity constituted to represent and organize the
interests of the communities, has made progress in enforcing the rights of the displaced groups
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- including the return of some families to the river. Still, the case of Belo Monte raises concerns
about the ability of the Brazilian country system to protect the rights of traditional non-indigenous communities in the context of infrastructure projects.

					Displacement
The right to housing is guaranteed by Article 6th of the Brazilian Federal Constitution, as
well as by Article 11 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.155
While these rules do not guarantee that individuals will not be displaced by development projects, they impose procedural conditions and limits on resettlement.156 That is, as clarified by
the Secretariat for Human Rights of the Presidency of the Republic, the right to housing reflects
on “how these projects are conceived, developed and implemented”.157

Such limits and conditions are determined by specific sectoral rules and regulations.158 In the
case of Belo Monte, Decree No. 7.342/2010 established the procedures to be followed for registering the population affected by hydroelectric power plants.159 In accordance with such norm,
Norte Energia created a socioeconomic registry in order to identify those affected and to determine compensation measures. In addition to the displaced individuals, the rule also defines as
‘affected’ people who suffered impacts related to income generation and ways of life.

However, the registry faced problems related both to formulation and application, leading to
individual and collective limitations.160 Contrary to Brazilian rules and international good practice, the impacted population did not have access to accurate information about the process,
and there was no possibility of effective participation. Likewise, as previously mentioned, the
displacement did not contemplate the specificities of traditional communities.

In addition to these comprehensive problems, there were also recurrent failures in registering individuals. As the company did not provide effective complaint mechanisms, many resorted to the public defender’s office to question such failures. The most recurrent problems were
the undue exclusion of affected individuals from the registry, the insufficiency of reparations,
and - in 18% of the cases represented by the public defender’s office - the absence of any type
of compensation.161
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					Rights of children and adolescents
The Brazilian Constitution establishes that the protection of children and adolescents is a duty
of the family, the State and society, and that their rights are absolute priority.162 In order to detail
and operationalize this constitutional norm, Brazil has adopted a general law, the Child and Adolescent Statute (ECA)163, and structured a system formed by Child and Adolescent Rights Councils,
a fund, and specialized agencies in the three levels of the federation, in the Judiciary, in the Public
Defender’s Office, and in the Public Prosecutor’s Office. In particular, the Guardianship Council
plays a central role, as a local body composed of members elected by the community, whose mission is to supervise and support the enforcement of rights provided by the ECA.

In the influence area of Belo Monte, the rights of children and adolescents were jeopardized
by two converging factors. On the one hand, the people influx and the sudden change in ways of
life have increased the vulnerability of children and adolescents to violence, sexual exploitation,
substance abuse, and other risk situations. On the other hand, the supply of jobs and the rising
cost of living have attracted many people to jobs in the private sector - including young people
who have left school in order to work164, as well as former social workers and other professionals who used to work in the child protection system. In face of the increase in demand and the
decrease of staff, the protection system was no longer able to carry out preventive activities and
continuous monitoring, focusing mainly on responding to complaints and cases of abuse.

The result was an increase of risk situations for children and adolescents to a degree that
exceeded the population growth rate several times, as shown in the table below:
Comparative table: Number of appointments made by the Guardianship Council
of Altamira (Oliveira, 2014)165
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Type of appointments

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

Prostitution, rape and
sexual abuse

12

29

43

75

169

Mistreatment

-

32

44

81

201

Teenage pregnancy

28

33

7

26

36

Drug and Alcohol abuse

11

-

4

69

129

Criminal offenses

-

19

77

93

118

Family conflicts

94

85

83

149

374

Among the forms of abuse, it is important to highlight the increase in sexual exploitation
of children and adolescents. The issue gained notoriety in 2013 when a 16-year-old girl fled an
establishment called Boate Xingu and reported that she and 17 other women had been kept in
conditions analogous to slavery.166 The group had been subjected to human trafficking: after
being recruited through false promises in the state of Santa Catarina, these women were forced
into prostitution under conditions that they had not agreed to, contracted increasing debts with
the nightclub owners, and were prevented from leaving the place.

Boate Xingu was just one of several prostitution places that came with the power plant, and
the sexual exploitation of children and adolescents was a widespread problem.167 Several factors
indicate the relation between the phenomenon and Belo Monte: the nightclubs were located in
easily accessible places for power plant workers, buyers of sexual services were employees of
Norte Energia, brothels advertised on the construction site, food vouchers provided by Norte Energia were accepted as a form of payment, and the peak of the demand for sexual services matched the company’s paydays.168 Nonetheless, the Brazilian State focused its efforts on
establishing individual criminal responsibility of nightclub owners, and failed to address the
problem more systematically. Therefore, although there have been some criminal convictions
following the national news on the Boate Xingu case, no measures have been established to
address the root causes of the violations. On the other hand, a coalition of civil society stakeholders entered into an extrajudicial agreement with Norte Energia and managed to implement a
prevention program in partnership with the company.

					Cumulative and synergistic impacts
Within the scope of the environmental licensing process, companies must consider cumulative and synergistic impacts.169 That is, the environmental impact assessment must examine
the extent to which the proposed project, when combined with other enterprises, will produce
effects that would not exist if it were the only project at a given locality.

In the case of Belo Monte, the analysis of cumulative and synergic impacts gains special relevance due to the possible installation of another project in the Volta Grande do Xingu region.
As previously mentioned, the Canadian company Belo Sun plans to build and operate a gold
mine using the “open pit” method, only 13 km downstream from the Belo Monte dam.

If it is allowed to proceed, the Belo Sun mine will have numerous environmental consequences. Mining would involve the constant use of explosives and harmful materials, such as cyani-
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de, in the heart of the Amazon and on the banks of the Xingu River. In addition, the mine would
require the construction of a tailings dam similar to the Fundão Dam, whose disruption gave
rise to one of the biggest environmental catastrophes in the Brazilian history. After eight years
of mining exploration, Belo Sun would terminate its operation and leave behind two piles of
sterile material, measuring about two hundred meters each.170

Grota Seca Pile

Ouro Verde Pile

Edifício Altino

Edifício Brookfield

210 m height

195 m height

Arantes in SP:

Place, in Canada:

161 m height

227 m height

(49 floors)

(53 floors)

Image: stacks of sterile material that would result from the Belo Sun operation171

In addition to these environmental risks, Belo Sun would bring a new population influx to
the region, which is populated by communities already impacted by Belo Monte. In face of this
situation, the National Human Rights Council visited the site and found that a series of measures that had been required to mitigate and compensate Belo Monte’s impacts had not yet been
completed, including a sewage system for Vila da Ressaca (settlement that would receive the
greater impacts of the mine), stable supply of drinking water to local residents, the functioning
of the territorial protection bases of the Paquiçamba Indigenous Land, and the land regularization of impacted Indigenous lands.172

In short, the communities in Volta Grande do Xingu were affected by Belo Monte, the social and
environmental management measures of this project have not been concluded and, before it is possible to assess the complete extension of Belo Monte’s damage, a new extraction project is already
being planned. On the other hand, Belo Sun is already indicating it would repeat failures of Belo
Monte: the impact assessment underestimated negative effects, disregarding the rights of traditional communities, and there was no free, prior and informed consent procedure. Furthermore,
despite the existence of an express normative requirement, the mine’s preliminary and installation
licenses were approved without full consideration of the cumulative and synergistic impacts of the
mine and the power plant. These failures led the Judiciary to suspend Belo Sun’s licenses.173
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Even with the suspension, the mere perspective of the mine has already generated grave
social conflicts. Human rights and environmental defenders who oppose the mine face continuous episodes of harassment. They also face serious threats, which have led some defenders to
flee the region in order to protect themselves. Therefore, they were removed from their work as
defenders of human and environmental rights, as well as from their families and forms of subsistence. Despite the risks, the defenders did not wish to be included in the Brazilian defender
protection program, which they considered to be ineffective.

					Access to justice
The previous sections discussed failures and shortcomings of impact assessment procedures, as well as of implementation of licensing conditions. In face of the lack of effective private
and/or administrative means to question these problems, affected communities and civil society organizations frequently seek courts of law.

In the case of Belo Monte, this was a recurring strategy. In fact, litigation was necessary
for Norte Energia to recognize the mandatory nature of several licensing conditions (including
the Surveillance and Land Monitoring Plan and the relocation of part of the Indigenous Juruna community).174 However, even with the intervention of the justice system, rights protection
measures have not always been timely.175

An analysis of litigation related to Belo Monte shows that most lawsuits questioned irregularities in the licensing procedure (mainly, failures in social participation mechanisms, poor
quality of impact assessments and feasibility studies, and non-compliance with licensing conditions).176 On the one hand, these lawsuits document the failures of licensing as an instrument
to protect rights and manage socio-environmental impact. On the other hand, they are also
a result of the inexistence of administrative means to incorporate the demands of affected
communities, receive complaints, and solve problems.

However, in the Judiciary, individuals and communities affected by Belo Monte faced new
obstacles. Particularly, claims against large scale infrastructure projects are hampered by a legal instrument called “stay of preliminary order”.177 It is a procedural mechanism created to
protect the public interest in cases where a judicial decision causes “serious damage to public
order, health, safety and public economy”.178 If granted, it suspends the effects of the judicial
decision until the case has no further possibility of appeal (trânsito em julgado)179
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The possibility of using the stay of preliminary order created a pattern followed by most
of the lawsuits related to Belo Monte.180 The Federal Public Prosecutor’s Office filed a lawsuit
questioning environmental licensing failures, demonstrating that these problems led to violations of the rights of local populations (in Brazil, Public Prosecutors are independent from the
Executive branch). At first, district judges granted the Public Prosecutor’s request, suspending
the environmental license and, sometimes, ordering Norte Energia to stop construction works.
Then, the government filed a stay of preliminary order (or another appeal) against that decision. In all cases where he government filed a stay of preliminary order regarding Belo Monte,
the Judiciary suspended the effects of decisions contrary to the plant. After such decision, the
action could only produce practical consequences when it came to an end (that is, when it became final).

In practice, this means that the Judiciary distanced itself from rights protection in the context
of Belo Monte. Due to the slowness of the Brazilian justice system, the stay of preliminary order
meant that most lawsuits had no consequences until years after the violations occurred, when the
plant had already become a reality, and the prevention of impacts was no longer possible.

Summary Table
The main violations, gaps and problems in the Belo Monte case are summarized by the
following table:
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Summary Table: Violations, governance gaps, and social and environmental management
problems in the Belo Monte case
Environmental licensing failures
Problems in assessing cumulative
and synergistic impacts

Delays and non-implementation of licensing conditions
Disregard and/or understatement of impacts caused by
other ventures and activities in the region, especially the
Belo Sun mine
Negative impacts on eleven conservation units, requiring

Environmental Conservation Units

intervention from the Public Prosecutor’s Office to
guarantee territorial compensation181
Failure to implement consent and consultation

Free, prior and informed consent

procedures in accordance with national and
international rules
Non-registration of people affected, negligence

Problems in resettlement

of traditional communities’ particularities, and
noncompliance with promises

Violation of IP land rights and
traditional communities

Increase of territorial pressure on Indigenous lands, late
implementation or non-implementation of licensing
conditions
Absence of policies addressing the increased

Violation of children and

vulnerability of children and youth, resulting in cases of

adolescents’ rights

human trafficking and sexual exploitation, as well as
other violations

Denial of the right of access to
information
Violation of the right to
participation

Transparency policies were not able to ensure that
project data reached affected communities, especially
regarding implementation of licensing conditions
Public hearings consisted merely on unilateral
transmission of information, community demands were
not incorporated into decision-making processes
Non-existence of non-judicial grievance mechanisms,

Access to Justice barriers

suspension of the effects of judicial decisions until
the damages were already consolidated (stay of
preliminary order)

PPP framework inadequacy
Increase in emissions resulting from deforestation
Negative effects on climate

and reservoir filling (although at lower rates than

change

fossil fuels or hydroelectric plants that do not use the
run-of-river method)182
Delays, non-compliance, or insufficiency of measures

Other human rights violations

related to population influx, especially in the health,
sanitation and public security sectors;
Threats to human rights defenders
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‣ Suape’s Industrial Port Complex (CIPS)

						Background
Suape is an industrial complex formed by over 100 companies, including ports, industries,
power plants, and an oil refinery. Today, the complex occupies an area of approximately 13,500
ha in an estuary region at the south coast of Pernambuco. Before the complex’s construction,
it is estimated that more than 25 thousand people lived in that area, including quilombola
communities, fishers, shellfish catchers, among other traditional groups, whose physical and
cultural existence was connected to the area where they used to live.

Suape’s construction started in 1978, and it has been growing ever since. Ongoing expansions
combine infrastructure increment with incentives for new companies and industries to move
their operations to the complex. It is managed by the state-owned company “SUAPE – Complexo
Industrial Portuário”, linked to the Economic Development Department of Pernambuco.183

In an area where twenty-five thousand people used to live, there are only seven thousand
today. Displacement of these communities did not respect the rights of the inhabitants. Some
families were summarily expelled from their residences, with no type of compensation or option for reallocation. These groups moved to informal urban settlements or migrated to other
regions. Another part of the local population was reallocated to houses built by CIPS; however,
the houses have severe problems. For example, they have been built with materials and construction techniques unsuitable to the weather conditions of the region. In addition, these new
neighbourhoods are incompatible with traditional practices of the relocated communities (especially practices that depend on space for small scale agriculture and/or on proximity to the
sea), leading families to lose their means of subsistence, cultural habits, and community bonds.
These changes have also been linked to deterioration of physical and mental health.184

There are groups that resisted to such displacement. These families face increasing difficulties: they are not allowed to reform or even maintain their residences; report invasions,
destruction, and robbery in their properties; and face mobility restrictions which prevent them
from continuing their subsistence activities. Above all, the communities report the existence of
a private militia linked to CIPS, which threatens those remaining in the territory and engages in
violent activities intended to expel them from the region.185

At the same time, the installation of the port caused substantial environmental changes, including deforestation, dredging, explosions, and construction of landfills and dams, which chan-
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ged the hydric dynamics of the region. In particular, dredging turned the water turbid and reduced
sunlight penetration, leading to a decrease in the photosynthesis capacity of algae, thus decreasing the level of water oxygenation. Furthermore, industry’s waste also interferes with local
ecosystems. As a result, seafood became scarce – damaging the subsistence of local communities,
which was based on the consumption and sale of fish, shellfish, crustaceans, and mussel.186

						Environmental

Conservation Units

The Brazilian constitution establishes the government duty to designate spaces for environmental protection.187 This is done through the National System of Conservation Units (SNUC),
which plans and manages areas designated to environmental preservation at the national, regional, and local level. Brazilian law establishes twelve types of conservation units, each with a
specific purpose and corresponding rules.188 Such types are divided in two main groups: full protection units, which allow only indirect use of their natural resources, and sustainable use units,
which aim to “balance natural preservation with the sustainable use of part of the resources”189.
Brazilian law also establishes conservation areas in urban and rural regions through its Forest
Code (permanent preservation areas and legal reserves).190

There are four conservation units in the region of Suape: two state parks (Mata de Duas Lagoas and Mata do Zumbi)191, the Ecologic Station of Bita e Utinga192, and the Area of Relevant
Ecologic Interest of the Ipojuca-Merepe Rivers. In addition, according to CIPS, two new conservation units will be created in the near future. The company also reports it has implemented environmental restoration programs in forests and mangroves.193 If all these areas are considered,
CIPS reports that 59% of the territory belonging to the company is destined to environmental
preservation.194Under Brazilian law, the company is required to compensate environmental damages by implementing actions aimed at preserving and restoring local ecosystems.195 CIPS has
also implemented environmental programs as a result of extrajudicial agreements between the
company and environmental protection agencies.196

However, the creation and monitoring of preservation areas has neglected the demands and
rights of the local population. For example, a preservation park was created in a place inhabited
by traditional communities, including by families that had already been relocated by previous
processes of CIPS’ expansion. Despite the consequences of the measure for local inhabitants,
there were no consultation and participation procedures197

In addition, the choice of which type of conservation unit would be created reveals the lack of
concern with local communities. For example, there could have been a unit of the type “Reserve
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of Sustainable Development", which aims to protect areas inhabited by traditional populations
with sustainable systems of natural resource exploitation. The creation of this type of unit would
have enabled local communities to continue occupying their traditional territories, in a way that
is compatible with their culture and symbiotic with environmental preservation.198 Nevertheless,
state and entrepreneur opted for the creation of units in modalities that admit low human occupation or no occupation at all.

Finally, communities report that conservation units are managed in a way that counters the
purpose of preserving the environment, as well as the interests of the local population. As documented by the NGO Forum Suape:

“the area known as “João Grande”, located at Engenho Ilha (is) an area of native woods, historically preserved and collectively used by the community, which
harvests fruits such as cashew and guava, collects shellfish and fishes. Sustainable use of natural resources had been consolidated in the place. For years, the
community itself has been responsible for preserving the environment […]. The
inhabitants of Engenho Ilha themselves made the environmental inspection,
reprehending those that depredated the area.

The region has been studied as a possible site for a new Conservation Unit of the type Area
of Relevant Ecologic Interest. This is part of the environmental compensation measures imposed upon CIPS due to the severe and irreversible environmental damages it has caused. One
of the reasons for choosing this type of conservation unit was to ensure sustainable use of
natural resources by the traditional community living near the site. However, approximately
three years ago, Suape forbade landholders from Engenho Ilha of entering in the area, prohibiting them from continuing their extractive activities. Since the community itself was the
main actor preserving the place, the result of such prohibition is the total abandonment of
the region, which currently serves as a point of drug dealing, disposal of human corpses, and
hiding of stolen cars.”199

Therefore, not only the community is prevented from exercising its right to participate in
planning and managing the conservation unit, but its expulsion from that place also damaged
the environment and decreased possibilities of community development.
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						Cumulative and synergic impacts
As previously discussed, Brazilian law requires entrepreneurs that may cause damages to
the environment to assess the impacts of their activities.200 Within these assessments, public
and private entrepreneurs must consider the indirect, synergic, and cumulative effects of their
activities.201 According to IBAMA, synergic impacts are those which may potentialize or be potentialized by other activities, not necessarily associated to the same project.202 Cumulative impacts consist in overlapping effects coming from different sources 203

Image: representation of synergic and cumulative impacts204

For Suape, identification, prevention, mitigation, and compensation of cumulative and indirect impacts were especially relevant. CIPS stimulates and organizes the installation of companies in the region, which in a few decades turned the place into a business and industrial pole.
To manage the impacts resulting from installation and operation of these activities, CIPS itself
contracted impact assessments, as did the other companies installed in the complex. However,
instead of considering cumulation and synergy of their effects, the companies used these factors to avoid taking responsibility for measures to protect human and environmental rights.205

An example of this practice is the Technical Evaluation of Environmental Impact for dredging services, elaborated in 2008. Such dredging had the purpose of deepening the access channel and the manoeuvre basins, as well as allowing activities related to the installation of equipment related to oil logistics. According to the local community, dredging caused environmental
changes which hindered subsistence activities. Since multiple companies contributed to these
effects, there should be a plan to identify, mitigate, and compensate the impacts resulting from
the combination of their activities. Nevertheless, there was no such plan. As an example, an
extract of the Technical Evaluation of Environmental Impact concludes:

“Regarding the other effects from dredging, such as suction of organisms and
noise generation that may harm nektonic and planktonic organisms, they are
also originated by ships, therefore making it difficult to define the responsibility
of damages caused by each agent.”206
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In face of dredging impacts on local communities and the lack of remediation measures,
civil society organizations and representatives of the local population took the Suape case to
the National Contact Points for the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises. Claims were
submitted to PCNs from Brazil and the Netherlands, against the Dutch company Van Oord, the
Dutch government export credit agency (Atradius DSB), and CIPS. Organizations alleged that
the companies failed to comply with OECD Guidelines. 207

The Dutch NCP analysed whether Dutch companies were responsible for failures in due diligence and social participation, concluding that failures may have occurred in the assessment of
dredging impacts. The NCP also established that local communities were not able to significantly
participate in the process. The procedure in Brazil is still pending, and therefore it is confidential.208

						Right of Access to Information
Article 5 of the Brazilian constitution guarantees the right to access public information.209 Since 2011, this right is instrumentalized by law no. 12,527/2011 (Law of Access to Information, LAI),
which establishes publicity should be the rule and confidentiality the exception. Thus, government agencies must actively disclose public interest data, and any person may request access to
information that was not made available. LAI also determines clear procedures for information
requests. Finally, the law establishes limited hypothesis for the information to be classified as
confidential: this possibility exists only when publicity may place society or the State at risk.

In 2017, Conectas Human Rights used the LAI dispositions to request information related to
impacts, damages, and violations attributable to CIPS. Notwithstanding the clarity of the law, the
organization faced a series of problems: the company provided incomplete or contradictory information, denied requests without proper justification, and alleged that it was not the best agent
to answer some of the requests. In order to obtain some of the requested documents, it was necessary to appeal up to the last administrative instance. However, even after Conectas obtained favourable decisions, Suape continued to deny the release of some documents, by classifying information as confidential. All requested documents related to social and environmental impacts. For
example, Conectas requested access to an environmental audit. Although the company website
says that it is a public audit, CIPS opted for requiring its classification as a confidential document.

Therefore, while the release of documents of public interest is ensured by Brazilian law,
at Suape, access to data on environmental damages and rights violations required technical expertise on legal issues and administrative procedures, in addition to time and resources.

80

					Summary Table
The main violations, gaps, and problems at Suape are summarized by the following table:

Summary Table: Violations, governance gaps, and social and environmental management
problems in the Suape case
Environmental licensing

Assessments undersized impacts, delays to implant impact

failures

management measures, lack of effective monitoringw

Problems in assessing

Combination of impacts from over 100 companies operating

cumulative and synergistic

in the place was not properly considered by the impact

impacts

assessments, which generally followed a fragmented logic.

Environmental Conservation

Creation of Conservation Units was inefficient and

Units

incompatible way with the local context

Free, prior and informed

Failure to implement consent and consultation procedures in

consent

accordance with national and international rules

Problems in resettlement
Violation of IP land rights and
traditional communities

Arbitrary displacement, negligence of specificities of
traditional communities
Negligence of specificities of traditional communities within
resettlement policies, decrease of means of subsistence due
to environmental changes
Populational influx increased the vulnerability of children

Violation of children and

and teenagers, with no effective measures to fight

adolescents’ rights

sex exploitation and other violations of children’s and
adolescents’ rights210

Denial of the right of access
to information
Violation of the right to
participation

Failure to actively publicize information, insufficient and
incoherent answers to information requests, classification of
social and environmental information as confidential
Non-existence of effective participation mechanisms
Lack of effective non-judicial mechanisms, barriers of

Access to Justice barriers

resources, information, and distance to access the justice
system

PPP framework inadequacy
Negative effects on climate
change

Exploitation of fossil fuels
Threats and violence against people resisting to

Other human rights violations

displacement, harms to physical and mental health due to
the loss of traditional means of life
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‣ Ferrogrão
						Background
EF-170, also known as Ferrogrão, is a railway project at planning stage. Its purpose is to
connect grain-producer regions in the Central-West of Brazil to the port of Mirituba (state of
Pará), as part of a logistic corridor that also includes the waterway of Tapajós and the Ports of
Vila do Conde (state of Pará) and Santa Ana (state of Amapá). The project already has a viability study, and the government intends to submit it to the analysis of the Government Accountability Office in May 2018.211 Considering the time necessary for environmental licensing, the
government estimates that construction may begin in 2020, operation is expected for 2025.212

If it is built, the railway will run parallel to the highway BR 163, covering around 1000 kilometres in the states of Mato Grosso and Pará. This path passes inside and/or near Indigenous
Lands and State and Federal Conservation Units, as illustrated by the figure below:

Map: Ferrogrão and protected areas213

Similarly to what happened in the case of Belo Sun, although Ferrogrão is still in its planning stage, the mere perspective of its installation has already produced damages. The project
intensified land conflicts, lead to a decrease of protected areas,214 and increased illegal deforestation throughout the railway course.215 If built, the railway will further increase pressure over
environmental protection areas and/or regions occupied by traditional communities whose
land recognition procedures are still pending (the indigenous peoples Ikpeng, Kawaiwete, and
Kawaiwete claim lands in the region216).
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Right to participation and consultation

The Brazilian constitution establishes the population’s right to participate in the decision
making process. Generally, this occurs through electoral representation and engagement with
mechanisms of direct political participation. In addition, communities have the specific right to
access information on social and environmental changes which may affect them217, as well as to
be included in the decision-making process on policies, plans, and projects causing such changes. In the case of infrastructure projects, the participation of local populations occurs through public hearings within the environmental licensing process.218 If the population affected is
indigenous, the community will also have the constitutional right to be heard about the use of
resources located at their lands.219

International treaties ratified by Brazil also protect the right to participate220 in and access
information221 on public decisions that may cause social and environmental changes. According
to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the right of participation in the decision
-making process is especially relevant in contexts where development activities affect human
and environmental rights.222 Public participation and access to environmental information are
also established as rights by Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration and the Regional Agreement
on Access to Information, Public Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin
America and the Caribbean.223 Finally, as exposed in the previous sections, international human
rights law determines that traditional communities have the right to free, prior, and informed
consultation and consent.

Ferrogrão was planned without the effective participation of the population, and planning
did not include consultation of indigenous and traditional peoples affected by the railway. Civil
society organizations and representatives of indigenous peoples requested consultations to the
federal government, which formally rejected the request.224 According to the Ministry of Transportation, the consultation is not mandatory, since Brazil did not yet regulate ILO Convention
169 and indigenous lands are located more than 10km away from the future railway.

The governmental reasoning contradicts Brazilian standards and national and international court rulings on the matter. Therefore, the Public Prosecutor’s Office issued a recommendation requesting that the Brazilian Agency of Land Transportation “request and ensure the right to Free, Prior and Informed Consultation and Consent to the interested peoples,
respecting internal and international standards, as well as existing consultation community
protocols, as a previous and necessary condition for any administrative act potentially related
to the railway construction” 225.
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In face of the manifestation from the Public Prosecutor’s Office and the pressure from civil society, the government committed to implementing participation mechanisms and to carrying out consultations that comply with national and international standards.226 Nevertheless, few months later,
the agency backtracked, alleging that it did not have the resources nor the time needed to consult
the affected populations.227 Although the Ferrogrão planning process includes public hearings, these
spaces are not sufficient to ensure effective exercise of participation right, since hearings carried-out
until now have only had the purpose of unilaterally informing the population about the project.

						Public-Private Partnerships
Ferrogrão is part of the Federal Government Program of Partnerships and Investments (PPI),
an initiative to encourage partnerships between the public and private sectors directed at decreasing the infrastructure deficit in Brazil.228 The PPI establishes a governance structure dedicated
to establishing and managing public-private partnerships (PPPs). It also determines that projects
included in the PPI are national priorities,229 and that all agencies and government entities responsible for the ‘liberation’ of the venture have a duty to act in a coordinated, efficient, and fast
way in order to ‘release’ it. The liberation obligation applies even to autonomous and independent
government agencies, and includes “any licenses, authorizations, registrations, permits, rights
to use or explore, special regimens and equivalent deeds, from regulatory, environmental, indigenous, urban, traffic, public heritage, hydrous, protection of cultural heritage, customs, mining,
taxes, or of any other nature needed to install and operate the project.”230

When establishing the government obligations to act quickly to release PPI projects, the
PPI law suggests that protection of human and environmental rights are accessory procedures,
which are not central to planning and decision-making on public-private partnerships. Indeed,
the law establishes a detailed decision-making process in which the social and environmental
dimension is not included.231 Neither does the governance of the program ensures the participation of the interested parties, such as civil society organizations, impacted communities,
and representatives from the private sector. By excluding these agents, the program creates a
double risk: On one side, it may lead to the approval of projects with a high level of local opposition and, therefore, subjected to conflicts; at the same time, it may also lead to the approval of
projects that are not attractive for the private sector.232

The analysis of the Ferrogrão case shows that the PPI neglects social and environmental issues
in the decision-making process. Although regulation requires an environmental feasibility analysis (among other impact management measures)233, the railway feasibility studies did not properly analyse social and environmental risks, making it impossible to establish safeguards that may
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prevent, mitigate, or compensate eventual violations of human and environmental rights. The way
the government dealt with the consultation and engagement of affected communities, described in
section 4.3.2, also shows that the protection to rights does not constitute a priority in relation to time
and resources issues – not even in face of formal requirements from the Public Prosecutor’s Office.

						Summary Table
The main violations, gaps, and problems faced in the Ferrogrão case may be summarized by
the following table:
Summary Table: Violations, governance gaps, and social and environmental management
problems in the Ferrogrão case
Environmental licensing
failures
Problems in assessing
cumulative and synergistic
impacts
Environmental
Conservation Units

Underestimated impacts
Impacts on regions already affected by BR 163 and other
development projects were not properly considered
The project led to review and reduction of preservation units,
some of which had been created as a response to the impacts
of BR 1631

Free, prior and informed

Failure to implement consent and consultation procedures in

consent

accordance with national and international rules

Problems in resettlement
Violation of IP land rights
and traditional communities
Violation of children and
adolescents’ rights
Denial of the right of access

Difficulties to access information on preliminary stages of the

to information

decision-making process

Violation of the right to

Inexistence of effective participation mechanisms that go

participation

beyond the unilateral transmission of information

Access to Justice barriers
Duty of promptness in the liberation of PPI projects, signs of
PPP framework inadequacy

social and environmental flexibilization, failure to incorporate
human and environmental rights into the PPI’s governance

Negative effects on climate

Deforestation in the railway influence area and its

change

surroundings

Other human rights
violations
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‣ Tele Pires Hydroelectric Power Plant
						Background
The Tele Pires Hydroelectric Power Plant is located in the border between the states of
Mato Grosso and Pará, in an affluent of River Tapajós, named River Teles Pires. Like Belo
Monte, its construction has been considered by the Brazilian government since the military
dictatorship. Only in the 2000's, however, the project became a priority. In 2010, the government held a concession auction. It was won by the Consortium Teles Pires Energia Eficiente,
which became the Companhia Hidrelétrica Teles Pires S.A.235 Construction of the power plant
started in 22 August 2011, only three days after the approval of its Installation License, and
operations started in 2015.

Inventory Studies of the Hydrographic Basin of the Teles Pires River approved by the National Electricity Agency (ANEEL) in 2006 indicate that the Teles Pires power plant was the
first of a set of six projects aimed at exploring the full electrical potential of the basin. The
second power plant of the set was São Manoel, built approximately 40 kilometres away from
Teles Pires. Although the auction of São Manuel was predicted for 2010, there was a three-years delay due to problems in the environmental licensing. Currently, São Manoel is already
generating energy.

Construction of these two hydroelectric power plants required flooding the Sete Quedas waterfall, a place which had been central in the spirituality of indigenous communities inhabiting the region. Those rapids were a sacred place, and a founding element of immaterial culture for the indigenous peoples Kayabi and Munduruku.236 Due to this spiritual importance, the
place held funerary urns, which were removed and stored by the company. Furthermore, Sete
Quedas was a natural nursery for fish, and thus also important for the local ecosystem and the
subsistence of traditional communities. These circumstances motivated FUNAI to position itself against the project. Notwithstanding, the environmental impact assessment of Teles Pires
didn’t even mention the destruction of Sete Quedas.237

Flooding of the rapids was combined with other impacts of the power plant over the river.
Before Teles Pires, water was clean, and had high visibility. After the dam was built, indigenous
communities and civil society organizations documented deterioration in water quality.238 As a
consequence, indigenous peoples started to face troubles when finishing (especially to use traditional methods with bow and arrow). In addition, changes in water quality are associated to an
increased health problems, such as diarrhea, vomit, gastrointestinal diseases, and skin rashes.
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Additionally, hydrologic changes led to a decrease in fish quality and quantity. Thus, communities whose subsistence was based on fishery became more dependent on food bought in the
city. The decrease of fishery also lead several families to raise cattle as an alternative source of
protein, resulting in deforestation.239

In 2017, impacts of power plants led a group from the indigenous community Munduruku to
occupy the construction site of São Manoel, in order to protest against the destruction of sacred
places, health deterioration, decrease in the number of fishes, and all other negative consequences of Teles Pires and São Manoel. The protest ended upon commitment-bearing by government agencies and companies, including a commitment to return funerary urns that were
under possession of the Teles Pires consortium. Since the commitments were not met, and upon
the approval of the São Manoel Operation License, 150 members of the community went back
to the construction site aiming to claim their rights. The government responded to this protest
violently, as documented by the NGO Teles Pires Forum:

“Instead of accepting the dialog, the answer from the Federal Government was
sending the National Force for the site of São Manoel power plant, in order to
restrain the indigenous mobilization, mostly comprised by women and children. According to the Movement Munduruku Iperegayu, which coordinated the
mobilization, the National Force not only prohibited their rituals, but also used
smoke grenades to repress the munduruku mobilization.”240

Therefore, violations stemming from social and environmental impacts of the power plant
were combined with obstacles to exercise the right to freedom of speech and association.

				

Right to free, previous, and informed consultation

As exposed in section 4.1.3, the Brazilian legal order recognizes the right of traditional communities to be consulted in a free, previous, and informed way about plans, measures, and projects
that may affect them. Therefore, indigenous populations impacted by the Teles Pires Power Plant
should have had access to complete information on the hydroelectric and its impacts, before the
decision on its installation was made. Also, they should have been consulted in good-will, with
the aim of obtaining their consent to the project. On its turn, the entrepreneur should incorporate
the communities’ concerns on the process of implantation of the power plant and in the design
and adoption of prevention, mitigation, and impacts compensation measures.
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The company, however, did not consult the affected communities, leading the Public Prosecutor’s Office to file a request for consultation before the Judiciary. MPF won in the district court
level, as well as in the court of appeals, and the Brazilian Regional Court of the 1st Region reaffirmed the duty to ensure free, prior and informed consultation in accordance with the standards established by ILO Convention 169.241 However, the decision did not produce immediate
consequences, due to a stay of preliminary order, which suspended its effects until it became
final and unappealable.242

						Environmental licensing
Teles Pires licenses are a practical illustration of problems identified by different sectors
of Brazilian society when analysing the Brazilian environmental licensing system.243 They also
illustrate the repetition of several failures which had been present in Belo Monte and Suape,
demonstrating the existence of a pattern of legal gaps and implantation problems.

The NGO Teles Pires Forum prepared a dossier documenting the main problems of the right
protection system and of impact management procedures in the context of Teles Pires.244 Conclusions were the following:
Problems in planning, environmental licensing, and implantation of UHE Teles Pires
(Teles Pires Forum, 2017)245
Chronical problems of undersized impacts and social and environmental risks, including the
cumulative ones, in the preliminary phase of inventory studies of the Teles Pires sub-basin.
Lack of any process of free, prior, and informed consultation and consent with the indigenous
populations.
Persistence of incomplete Environmental Impact Assessments on social and environmental
impacts, including the cumulative ones, related to indigenous people and their territories.
IBAMA granted Previous Licences (LP), despite studies being incomplete, and against
technical opinions from its team and intervening agencies (FUNAI, IPHAN).
IBAMA granted Installation Licenses (LI) before LP conditions had been fulfilled, emphasizing
the lack of an executive plan for mitigating and compensating social and environmental
impacts, which should be within the scope of the Environmental Basic Plan, duly analysed and
approved by the competent agencies.
Lack of effective monitoring of impacts and of the effectiveness of licensing conditions
Operation Licences granted without full effective compliance with the conditions set in
the Installation License, and without evaluation of their effectiveness to mitigate and
compensate social and environmental impacts.
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That is, similarly to the previous cases, there was a series of problems: initial studies undersized the impacts and did not consider their cumulative effects; there were no free, prior, and
informed consultation and consent procedures; specialized intervenient agencies were not capable of making and/or monitoring their requirements; and there was no timely compliance
with measures aimed to prevent, mitigate, and compensate impacts. Although communities,
civil society organizations, and the Public Prosecutor’s Office also tried to question these failures in court, the instrument ‘stay of preliminary order’ made the decisions effectless until they
became final and unappealable, which would only occur after damage consolidation.

In the specific cases of indigenous communities, Teles Pires was also similar to Belo
Monte. In face of the failures described above, the capacity to manage impacts over traditional populations was specially compromised: the continuous delays in implanting the
Indigenous Environmental Basic Plan lead to its almost full conversion in “lists of equipment, consumption material, and courses.”246 On one hand, such measures were not
oriented towards preventing impacts and protecting communities’ traditional way of living, as required by law. On the other hand, they were perceived as insufficient to reach
even the purposes for which they had been designed.

					Summary Table
The main violations, gaps and problems in the Teles Pires case are summarized by the
following table:
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Summary Table: Violations, governance gaps, and social and environmental management
problems in the Teles Pires case
Assessments undersized impacts, impact assessments
Environmental licensing

were flawed, disregard for technical opinions from rights

failures

protection institutions, delays, and failures to meet
licensing conditions.

Problems in assessing
cumulative and
synergistic impacts

Disregard and/or understatement of synergic impacts
stemming from other dams planned for the basin

Environmental
Conservation Units
Free, prior and

Failure to implement consent and consultation procedures

informed consent

in accordance with national and international rules

Problems in resettlement
Violation of IP land rights
and traditional communities

Destruction of places with cultural and symbolic relevance,
appropriation of funerary urns, loss of subsistence means
due to environmental changes

Violation of children
and adolescents’ rights
Denial of the right of access
to information

Inexistence of effective mechanisms of active transparency

Violation of the right to

Communities affected were not allowed to participate in

participation

the decision-making process
Suspension of the effects of judicial decisions until

Access to Justice barriers

the damages were already consolidated (stay of
preliminary order)

PPP framework inadequacy
Negative effects on

Emissions stemming from deforestation and

climate change

reservoir filling247
Disproportional restrictions of the right to freedom

Other human rights violations

of expression and to peaceful assembly of indigenous
communities; Damages to health and limited access to
water by the local population
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‣ Wind Farm of Aracati
					Background

Located in the coast of Ceará, the town of Aracati has approximately seventy thousand inhabitants. In 2008, the company Bons Ventos Geradora de Energia S/A started to install an wind
farm in the municipality, comprised of three power plants: Bons Ventos (24 windmills), Enacel
(15 windmills), and Canoa Quebrada (28 windmills).

The State Public Prosecutor’s Office and the Brazilian Public Prosecutor’s Office documented
that installation of the towers destroyed archaeological sites, caused environmental damages,
and created social problems for the region of Cumbe, where the power plants were installed248
The main environmental problems documented were the following:

Environmental impacts of the Wind Farm of Aracati (Public Prosecutor’s Office, 2009) 249
Deforestation of fixed dunes
Burial of fixed dunes by the earthwork activities
Burial/grounding of interdune ponds
Cuts and landfills in fixed and movable dunes
Introduction of sedimentary material for soil impermeabilization and compaction
Constant noise
Erosion
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Such environmental changes have led to a reduction in the population of fishes, birds,
turtles, and other animals, directly interfering with the subsistence activities of fishers.250

Furthermore, areas occupied by windmills cannot be accessed by the local community, since
the equipment poses safety risks. Therefore, places previously used by the population started to
be exclusively destined to power generation. There was no compensation, however, for losses in
fishing, shell-fishing collection, and leisure areas.251 There are also reports of arbitrary destruction of houses, 252 with no payment of compensation nor a displacement plan, in a clear violation
to national and international norms on adequate housing.

The local community also reported problems which are similar to other development projects. At the beginning of the plant’s installation, the company created a great expectation regarding new job opportunities and income generation; however, job offers were just temporary, with a length of four months.253 Project installation also caused a population influx: the
community, usually inhabited by six hundred people, started to deal with the daily circulation
of fifteen hundred workers.254

Therefore, part of the local community started to oppose the wind farm, including by organizing demonstrations and blockages. In this context, one of the leaders of the movement suffered
a kidnap attempt. In face of intimidations and threats, he distanced himself from the community
and was included in the Brazilian government Human Rights Defensor's Protection Program.255

				Standards regarding renewable energy
Brazil is a member state to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change,
committing itself to reduce from 36.1% to 38.9 of its emissions by 2020. With this purpose, in
2009, the Brazilian State adopted a National Politics on Climate Change,256 and the government
elaborated sector plans for mitigation and adaptation.

Brazil has also ratified the Paris Agreement. The country established for itself the commitment that, in 2025, emissions of greenhouse effect gases will be 37% lower than 2005 levels.257
Meeting these commitments depends on high participation of renewable energies in the Brazilian power matrix. Accordingly, the Brazilian Company of Power Research projects the continuous expansion of wind power generation in the country258, a movement that has been led by
the Northeast region.

92

To ensure the compatibility of the expansion of renewable energy sources with human and
environmental rights, environmental norms rules adapt to the specificities of renewable sources of power, including wind power. Similarly, recent standards on the management of social
and environmental impacts already consider and incorporate issues related to climate change.259 However, these normative changes were still in progress when during planning and construction of the Wind Farm of Aracati, with consequences for the social and environmental impacts management system, as provided by the next section.

					Simplified environmental licensing
Energy generating plants with a small potential of environmental impact may be licensed
through a simplified procedure, which is faster and requires only the submission of the Simplified Environmental Report (RAS).260 RAS regulation determines that it applies to wind farms and
other alternative power sources with low potential of environmental impact.261

In 2014, the National Environmental Council (CONAMA) issued regulation establishing criteria to determine whether each wind farm could be categorized as a low-impact project (and,
therefore, entitled to simplified licensing), based on project size and location.262 The norm established that wind farms installed in dunes (such as in Aracati) require a full environmental
impact assessment, since the RAS is not sufficient to measure and manage its impacts.263 However, by the time Parque de Aracati was built, the State Environment Superintendence from the
State of Ceará (SEMACE) licensed the project through simplified licensing procedures. The three
plants were individually licensed, and the analyses were compartmentalized and fragmented.

The State and the Federal Public Prosecutor’s Office considered that SEMACE’s decision to
be flawed, arguing that a full environmental impact assessment was necessary, and that the
farm should be licensed as a unified project.264 For the Public Prosecutor’s Office, the project’s
localization (which included an Area of Permanent Conservation, an Area of Environmental
Conservation, and the Coastal Zone) justified elaboration of a full impact assessment.265 At first,
a federal judge granted the Federal Public Prosecutor’s Office, and ordered a halt to the plant’s
operation. However, final decisions found that the RAS was sufficient to lay the foundation for
the environmental licensing procedure.266 On its sentence, the judge took into consideration the
power demand of the country and the benefits of the so-called clean energy, determining that
“inconveniences suffered by the local community, reported by MPF, are natural to any public
interest project with similar nature and magnitude.”267
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Summary Table

					

The main violations, gaps and problems in the Aracati case are summarized by the following
table:

Summary Table: Violations, governance gaps, and social and environmental management
problems in the Aracati case
Environmental licensing failures

Simplified process, insufficient impact assessments

Problems in assessing cumulative

Fragmentation of impact assessments, licenses, and

and synergistic impacts

licensing conditions

Environmental Conservation Units
Free, prior and informed consent
Residents report have been expelled from
Problems in resettlement

recreational, work, and housing areas, with no
resettlement policy

Violation of IP land rights and
traditional communities
Violation of children and
adolescents’ rights
Denial of the right of access to

Inexistence of effective mechanisms of active

information

transparency

Violation of the right to

Communities affected were not allowed to

participation

participate in the decision-making process

Access to Justice barriers
PPP framework inadequacy
Negative effects on climate change
Other human rights violations
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Threats to opposers of the project

Part IV
Strengthening and

4

making greater use of

country systems: ways
forward for the NDB

95

Critical perspectives on the country systems

approach in development finance institutions

To illustrate some of the challenges in the operationalization of the country systems approach in the context of development finance this Part is divided into two sections. Initially, two
brief case studies are presented. The first one, a development policy loan (“DPL”) extended by
the World Bank to Brazil in 2010, reveals the limitations of initiatives aimed to strengthen the
country systems’ social and environmental safeguards. The second, BNDES’ financing to the
highway Villa Tunari-San Ignacio de Moxos (“TIPNIS Park”), in Bolivia, illustrates the negative
impacts of overly permissive uses of national and local systems. After the case studies, some
reflections are made on the DFIs’ experience with the country systems, indicating paths for the
NDB.

‣ World Bank: Development Policy Loan for Sustainable
Environmental Management (Brazil)
In 2004, the World Bank created the so-called Development Policy Loans (“DPL”), through
the merge of several instruments, such as Sectoral Adjustment Loans, Structural Adjustment
Loans, among others.268 The DPL are development loans that finance comprehensive policy reforms, often through a direct budgetary support, instead of investments based on physical projects (e.g. hydroelectric, highways, airports, etc.). By the end of the tax year of 2016, the bank
reported the existence of 702 DPLs, corresponding to approximately 25% (one fourth) of its
investment portfolio, totalling USD 132 billion. Twenty-four DPLs were granted to Brazil in the
period from 2005 to 2016, in a total amount of USD 11.6 billion.269

The First Programmatic Development Policy Loan for Sustainable Environmental Management (SEM DPL 1) was conceived as a programmatic series of two loans to the Brazilian Federal
Government in a total of approximately USD 2 billion. The first loan, in the amount of USD1.3
billion, the largest one under such modality by that time, was divided into two instalments of
USD 800 million and USD 500 million. The loan was approved in March 2009, entered in force in
June 2010, and disbursements occurred in June and December 2010. The second planned loan of
the series, the SEM DPL 2, was not made due to the cancellation of the operation.

Initially, the programmatic loan would have as counterparty the BNDES, first as the major
and then as a financial intermediate. The purpose was to increase public investments’ capacity
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in infrastructure, in line with the Brazilian Growth Acceleration Programme (PAC), while also
enhancing BNDES’ environmental performance. However, in face of significant concerns by the
World Bank’s internal teams on BNDES’ capacity to comply with the environmental safeguards,
bids, and financial management, the Brazilian development bank was not considered eligible
for a loan of such modality. The agreement was signed with the federal government, with the
Ministry of the Environment and BNDES as the two main implementing agencies.270

The purpose of SEM DPL was (i) to improve the country’s environmental management system, and (ii) to integrate the principles of environmentally sustainable development in the
development agenda of key-sectors (management and conservation of natural resources, hydric resources, environmental management, environmental sanitation, renewable energies).
Among the expected results were the increase in energy production through renewable sources,
decrease of legal disputes on environmental licenses, reduction of GEE emissions and deforestation, as well as a remodelling of screening, approval, and monitoring processes for all BNDES’
new projects.271

By the end of disbursements, the project closing evaluation qualified the project performance as satisfactory, both regarding the results and the quality of the supervision undertaken by
the borrowing institution.272 However, the Independent Evaluation Group (IEG) of the World
Bank itself adopted a more critical posture. For objective (I), the IEG evaluation was that the
project performed in an “insufficient” level, while for objective (II), the conclusion was “not
satisfactory”.

Since the beginning, the IEG criticized the repeated changes in the operation design – including significant changes in the financing instrument, purposes, and implementing agencies
– which, according to the entity, created problems for the project’s logics, putting at risk the
schedule, efficacy, and reputation of the World Bank.273

About the relationship between the resources the World Bank made available and the achieved results, IEG considered there are little evidence that the SEM DPL has contributed for the
progresses, since the results were part of an environmental reform process that was in place
for decades. IEG also stressed that programmatic loans should be incorporated to the general
budget and not “stamped” for specific projects. However, on the contrary, the SEM DPL was
used to increase BNDES disbursements’ capacity in infrastructure projects with a problematic
socio-environmental profile, such as Belo Monte Hydroelectric Power Plant.274

Echoing the critics that civil society organizations submitted to the World Bank before the
beginning of the SEM DPL, IEG criticised the lack of a deeper analysis of the environmental and
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social management system of BNDES. Civil society had already raised a concern on the detachment of BNDES from the most advanced sustainability practices in the financial sector, requiring public consultations to be carried out in order to provide subsidies to the creation of a
social and environmental policy, one of the loans counterpart.275 IEG also criticised the project’s
monitoring and evaluation, which did not include the views from other stakeholders.

The Brazilian government, through the Department of International Affairs from the Ministry of Finances, strongly objected to the IEG’s conclusions. In an official letter, the Brazilian
government accused the department of performing an “incomplete, impartial, and sometimes
biased evaluation of the recent evolutions in Brazil, as well as a lack of understanding on the
context for implementing the SEM DPL.”276 The World Bank management also registered a disagreement with factual issues involving implementation and evaluation of the SEM DPL.277

‣ BNDES: Villa Tunari-San Ignacio de Moxos Highway Parque TIPNIS (Bolivia)
The project of the Villa Tunari – San Ignacio de Moxos highway, in Bolivia, consists of a road
that would cut across the Indigenous Territory and the National Park Isiboro Sécure (TIPNIS), a
protected area with a vast biodiversity occupied by indigenous peoples before the country was
colonized. The construction of the highway in three sections was an old Bolivian project for interocean integration to make feasible the outflow of goods to the Asian continent. It gained force
after a diplomatic agreement signed between the Brazilian and the Bolivian governments, through which BNDES would loan USD 332 million. The financial agreement between the bank and the
Bolivian State was signed in April 2011, but it was cancelled in June 2012, after Bolivia approved
the Law No. 180/2011278, designating the protected area of TPINIS as “intangible” (untouchable).

The TIPNIS highway project, since the beginning, was marked by controversies on corruption, social and environmental impacts, and complaints of human rights violations, including
the lack of prior consultation to the 64 communities residing in the Indigenous Territory that
would be directly affected by the construction of the second section of the road. The Confederation of Indigenous Peoples from Bolivia and other organization led movements that sparked
several public protests uncovering the social, territorial, and environmental impacts, as well
as human rights violations, including abuses, prisons, and violence suffered during the march
against the project, which had taken place in 2011.279

The strong pressure of indigenous peoples living at Park TIPNIS was decisive to cancel the
agreement between the BNDES and the Bolivian State. Nevertheless, the TIPNIS case uncovered
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the gaps in BNDES’ social and environmental due diligence for its international investments. Based on documents obtained with local authorities, as well as other documents accessed through the Brazilian access to information law, Conectas, in partnership with the British NGO Global
Witness and the Bolivian NGO CEDLA, rebuilt the social and environmental analysis of the highway by the Brazilian development bank. The investigation revealed that BNDES failed to detect
severe irregularities in the project’s concession, and the grave social and environmental impacts
and human rights violations, such as the lack of free, prior and informed consent of indigenous
peoples. The organizations found that, among the multiple negative events involving the project,
BNDES did not properly address with the following elements in its due diligence process280:

•

Lack of consultation to TIPNIS indigenous communities, which were publicly against
the highway project;

•

The Bolivian Administrator of Roads’ failure to perform an Environmental Impact
Assessment in advance to the bidding process to build the highway;

•

The poor quality of the Environmental Impact Assessment for the sections 1 and 3
of the highway, which does not sufficiently expose future and potential negative
impacts of the highway construction, and which did not implement a meaningful
consultation process with local communities, and which was also widely criticised by
the environmental authority at the time;

•

Practice of large-scale illegalities (sic) in the bidding process, as detailed in the
official investigation by the Bolivian General Comptroller’s Office, published
in June 2010;

•

Plausible evidences of human rights violations related to the demonstrations against
the highway in August 2011.281

Regarding the administrative irregularities, information showed that in 2007, the construction company OAS won a bid for a project estimated to cost USD 415 million, 80% of which
would be financed by BNDES and the other 20% to be paid by Bolivia. One year after the project
was awarded to OAS, the company was subject to criminal investigation for overpricing, illegalities, and irregularities in a “turnkey” type of contract.282 The investigation showed that the
company was exempted from developing an Environmental Impact Assessment (AIA), which is
prerequisite for the bidding process of any construction in that country and which, in this case,
was only made at a later stag.283

99

BNDES’ decision to move forward with the financing of sections 1 and 3 (south and north of
TIPNIS Park) called the attention of organizations, given the lack of a licence for section 2, central
part, which would cross the indigenous territory. According to BNDES, the independent audit that
was hired to analyse the environmental studies and the expiry dates of the licences declared there
were no “non-conformities” with the Bolivian law. The bank also stated that it availed itself of all
the precautionary measures to prevent the financing of sections without the necessary licences
and impact mitigation measures. However, the civil society organizations found that BNDES’ due
diligence for international projects lacked criteria and minimum procedures to identify and deal
with problems that the local authorities would not be capable of solving in a proper way. The case
showed that the financing to export Brazilian goods and services by BNDES did not ensure the
effectiveness of the guidelines of its own social and environmental policies, nor it was capable of
ensuring the compliance with the legislation and environmental and social commitments of the
importing country.

In 2015, BNDES included specific guidelines for exportation projects in its Social and Environmental Policy (post-shipment ExIm class). The bank succeeded in better regulating the process of evaluation of social and environmental compliance, explicitly providing for third-party
audits, project monitoring, and disclosure of information through a social and environmental
“statement”. In practice, however, implementation of such measures is not fully effective yet,
including by the intensification of claims of corruption involving construction companies that
received funds from the bank to the construction in neighbouring countries and in Africa, which led the bank to suspend part of the operations and even to cancel projects that had already
started to be executed abroad.

‣ Challenges for a stronger use of country systems
The experience of implementing the country systems approach in DFIs reveals some successful
cases, but also a dual failure. On the one hand, country systems remain widely underused, making
such objective the least successful among those included in the agenda of aid development effectiveness.284 Only in exceptional circumstances the country systems are considered appropriate – or
“equivalent” – and, therefore, adequate to replace the policies and procedures of DFIs themselves.
On the other hand, in cases in which a greater use of the country systems was made, and/or country
systems were strengthened, the results were often unsatisfactory, with cases in which resources intended to improve social and environmental management had results that were the opposite to those
planned, aggravating a pre-existing context of weaknesses in normative frameworks and policies.
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Nevertheless, the use of country systems to address social and environmental issues is
growing, even though tortuously, to become a well-established strategic, practical and policy
objective of DFIs. Proof of this is the inclusion of the country systems approach in the safeguard
policies of both “traditional” and “new” banks. It is progressively becoming a standard approach
at the policy level, even when there is not explicit recognition about this, as it is the case of BNDES.

Indeed, the transition for a greater use of the country systems in social and environmental safeguards is a reality, at least in the language of the institutional operational policies. A recent comparative analysis of the environmental and social safeguards of the NDB, the AIIB, and the World Bank
concluded that “both in the attribution of responsibilities and in the use of national systems, social
and environmental policies of the three banks are remarkably convergent”285 in the sense that they
shift to the client the burden of compliance and rely extensively on the use of national systems to
achieve social and environmental protection. The same analysis also identified that the limitations
to operationalize the country systems approach are common to many actors. In the case of the three
banks, the analysis noticed that the all the three policies lacked clear guidelines on how the national
systems could be strengthened and in accordance to which standards286

Based on the experience of the analysed institutions and the case studies, it is possible to
identify five major challenges for an effective implementation of the country systems approach
in development finance, which certainly unfold into other challenges related to the normative
framework, governance, and operational practice.

		

Misalignment between the planning and financial instruments

and the measures for strengthening national systems
The first challenge is to ensure consistency in the integration of the country systems approach across different instruments of financial support for development projects and programs.
This applies both to the analysis of the domestic framework, in the stage of determination of
equivalence and acceptability, and to initiatives to strengthen and to fill gaps through programmatic loans, technical assistance or contractual provisions in specific projects.

The current limitations hinder greater adherence to country systems and the development
of more effective solutions. In a 2010 review of the World Bank safeguards performance (i.e.,
prior to updating the current framework in 2016), the Independent Evaluation Group (IEG) noted that countries have not experienced significant benefits in using country systems, and that,
thus, ownership was low.287
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The IEG report on World Bank’s pilots in country systems applied to social and environmental safeguards highlighted improvements that are needed, including: (a) articulating clear criteria and procedures for determining the acceptability of a country environmental and
social systems and performance, (b) adopt country and/or sector-level approaches beyond
project-level approaches, and (c) to guide the efforts of strengthening the capacity of national
systems towards internationally agreed principles, outcomes and benchmarking, rather than
equivalence/acceptability/gap filling. At that time, the study further recommended that the WB
changed its approach from “using national systems” to "use and strengthen national systems”.

The IDB country systems’ use assessment, undertaken on the occasion of its Ninth Capital Increase, listed as a critical point a greater coordination between areas responsible for validation and improvement of domestic systems.288 In this sense, the mainstreaming of country systems into social and
environmental issues is important to ensure greater consistency in programs, partnership strategies
and support instruments. On that aspect, the design of IDB’s country system approach can be considered a positive model, despite the barriers that are still observed in its practical operationalization.

The measures identified by the IDB and the World Bank assessments are generally in line with this
study's perception that a more coherent country system framework is needed. In addition, measures
favoring coherence and the mainstreaming of the country systems approach would benefit from explicit provisions about civil society participation. It is important to incorporate participation not only
at the project level, but also during policy design, assessment of domestic systems, decision-making
on lending, and elaboration of strategies to strengthen domestic frameworks. In Brazil, there is a consistent record of civil society engagement with the IFIs agenda. For two decades, sixty organizations
organized themselves through the Brazil Network on Multilateral Financial Institutions. This track
record of continuous and coordinated action indicates that social participation processes would be
valued and utilized, generating significant contributions to the country system approach. Likewise,
country systems’ mainstreaming would benefit from institutional spaces for social participation.

The programmatic lending is an example of an instrument that, if well designed, can help in
the use of country systems in individual projects, such as infrastructure projects. Upon granting
the SEM DPL to Brazil, in 2010, the Operational Policy 8.60, which governs this type of instrument, established that if the country’s specific policies “are likely to have significant poverty
and social consequences, especially on poor people and vulnerable groups” (Paragraph 10) or
“are likely to cause significant effects on the country’s environment, forests, and other natural
resources” (Paragraph 11), the bank would assess whether the borrower has an on-site system
to manage those risks, and if there are gaps noted in risk management, it should identify measures to meet them. With the approval of the new social-environmental framework in August
2016, the World Bank issued a new Policy for Development Policy Financing (OPS5.02-POL.105).
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The new rule does not differ substantially from OP 8.60. For policies with an increased likelihood of significant effects, the Bank assesses in the Program Document the systems of member countries to reduce such adverse effects and improve its effects, based on relevant national
or sectoral environmental analysis. If there are significant gaps in the analysis or deficiencies in
these systems, the Bank describes in the program document how such gaps or failures would be
addressed before or during program implementation, as appropriate.

The Brazil SEM DPL case reveals, however, that the social and environmental discipline of
World Bank policy lending leaves space for borrowers to use its resources to finance projects
that cause impacts, without adopting adequate mitigation measures or giving in exchange a
satisfactory and long-lasting reinforcement of the social-environmental governance.

Moreover, there is a striking contradiction between the narrative on strengthening country
systems - expressed, for example, in the Country Partnership Framework - and the reality of
instruments that should materialize such aim - like the programmatic loans and project financing. This inconsistency has been criticized by civil society organizations during consultations
about the 2018-2023 Country Partnership Framework for Brazil (CPF).289 The organizations
welcomed the Bank’s recognition that many problems in the Brazilian environmental licensing
system resulted from failures in earlier stages of project preparation and territorial planning.
However, they highlighted that the CPF did not present concrete strategies for overcoming such
challenge - which could be, at least in part, attributed to policy initiatives that had been supported by the Bank, despite their misalignment with environmental and human rights norms.290

As in Brazil, in other countries where the World Bank sought to support the transition to a
low-carbon economy through policy financing, the results were below expectations due to certain gaps. While they contributed to efforts to increase renewable energy supply, programmatic
lending in countries such as Egypt, Indonesia, Peru and Mozambique generated subsidies for
fossil fuels, increased forest vulnerability and weakened environmental governance.291

		

Limitations of the remediation processes in cases

of retrogression in the domestic system
Besides the need to calibrate the instruments to identify strengths and weaknesses of country
systems and improve them, it is also necessary to consider that the regulatory framework of countries is not static. Currently, the threats of setbacks on social and environmental governance and
rules in developing countries, and even among the most developed, are widely discussed.
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In Brazil, as discussed in Part III of this study, the social and environmental field is currently
under constant threats of retrocession, both in the regulatory and the public policy spheres.
The recent period has been marked by legislative offensives against human and environmental
rights, budget cuts to the Ministry of the Environment, reduction of the institutional capacity of
Funai (Indigenous body), growth in deforestation rates, explosion of the rates of deaths in the
rural area and of land conflicts throughout the country, as well as attacks against indigenous
peoples.292 The UN itself has expressed concern about the weakening of the level of protection,
issuing warns about a possible violation of the obligation of non-retrocession under international law.293

In this scenario, the weakening of standards may not only materialize through a legal or
regulatory reform, but through deliberate choice to “dry out” the capacity of social and environmental agencies, rendering normative commands inoperative.294 This is the case of the antislavery regulation in Brazil, formerly considered an international model, but now depleted by
drastic budgetary cuts of the inspection agencies.295 As a result, the number of workers rescued
in 2017 has fallen to the lowest level since 2004, with only 404 releases, from almost 6,000 in
2007. The number of inspections by the special groups in 2017 was 88, compared to a peak of
189 in 2013, a fall of 53%.296

Therefore, it is worrisome that the policies of institutions in general do not bring detail on
the process to be followed in order to ascertain and deal with retrocessions. In the analyzed
institutions, the criteria and procedures are similar. IDB claims it can take action if it notices
changes in the applicable national laws, flexibilization of environmental regulation, or decline in the capacity of responsible institutions. The World Bank’s operational policy on country
system use obliges the borrower to maintain equivalent social and environmental safeguards,
as well as acceptable implementation practices, track records and capacities.297 The obligation
to ensure equivalence of standards throughout the project cycle would be, as a consequence, an
integral part of contractual obligations.298 In case of deterioration, the Bank states that contractual remedies apply, such as the termination of the agreement. AIIB commits the borrower to
give notice of “material changes” in the framework that served as the basis for the assessment
of equivalence with its social and environmental policy.299

But there is no mention, for example, of the critical role that civil society organizations could
play in reporting retrocessions that could amount to a violation of the commitment to maintain
the “equivalence” of the domestic framework. In current policies, the governments themselves
are the main sources of information, which could represent a bias in the way changes are presented to DFIs.
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Therefore, there is a window of opportunity for the development of more robust and participative tools capable of giving more promptness and precision to the assessments of domestic
systems, to enhance tools of gap-filling, and to provide a more rigorous use of mechanisms aiming to maintain and improve regulatory frameworks and socio-environmental public policies.

At this point, a more cautious approach is recommended such as the one in the exposed by
the IDB review regarding its own experience with country systems in 2009. It proposes to automatically renew the assessments for predefined periods of time, except in cases of manifest
retrocessions. This option seems insufficient to deal with the dynamism with which socio-environmental rules and policies change following political realignments and economic pressures
for a greater extraction of natural resources and the disorderly implementation of large infrastructure projects, as was clear in the Brazilian case.

		Failures

in the methodologies to measure benefits and results

of the use of country systems
The second challenge is to build robust methodologies for assessing the results of initiatives
aiming to improve country systems. In the case of the World Bank, independent civil society
organizations’ assessment of the implementation of country systems pilots in the 2000s pointed out, for example, that measures to complement and strengthen country systems did not
involve socio-environmental legal and regulatory reforms. Consequently, the pilot would have
failed to promote long-term improvements in the socio-environmental normative framework
of the borrowing countries, which could be used for future projects, including those that are not
financed by the World Bank.

As mentioned above, one of the expected results of the SEM DPL to Brazil was the improvement
of BNDES’ screening, approval, monitoring and evaluation criteria, which has had unsatisfactory
result. In 2014, years after the termination of the loan, Conectas Human Rights published a report
highlighting a number of shortcomings in the social and environmental assessment cycle of BNDES projects, including lack of transparency on social and environmental information, inadequacy
of the instruments designed to verify the adherence of corporate clients to universal standards of
social and environmental responsibility; weaknesses in monitoring mechanisms; and a complete
absence of policies and standards on a variety of issues involving human rights impacts, such as indigenous peoples’ rights to free, prior and informed consent (FPIC).302 This last problem - the lack
of human rights criteria in BNDES’ financing - could not have been properly corrected by the World
Bank, since the bank itself lacks an integrated human rights approach on its activities.303
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‣ A critical view of the World Bank pilot of the country systems
applied to social and environmental safeguards
The Center for International and Environmental Law (“CIEL”) reviewed the cases included in the
pilot to understand whether the World Bank country system approach met three criteria: i) the
approved social and environmental safeguards were equivalent, in terms of protection, to the
World Bank policies; ii) the use of the country system facilitated long-term and binding legal improvements in the domestic framework of borrowing countries, which could be used for future projects; and iii) World Bank accountability before communities was as effective in the country system approach as in the traditional use of safeguards. The assessment concluded that the experiment presented “serious risks and uncertain benefits”.300 The following problems were identified:

•

Critical components of a country’s system were left out, although essential to the
good performance of other safeguards, such as freedom of the press, judicial independence and access to information;

•

There have been no permanent improvements in the domestic safeguards system
of borrowing countries;

•

It provided an opportunity to weaken the existing safeguards by reducing the expected standard or upon “false equivalence”301 between domestic standards and
multilateral institution safeguards;

•

Lack of transparency and accountability in the review of the domestic standards
(laws, rules and institutions);

•

Lack of clarity about the methodology for complementing and strengthening domestic systems;

•

Lack of a timeline and a participatory monitoring system of gap filling measures;

•

Barriers to the access to the World Bank's accountability mechanism, the Inspection Panel, mainly due to the lack of clarity on the applicable standards, especially
when an accurate description of the violated rule is an essential condition for the
admissibility of complaints.

Source: CIEL (2008).
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Based on ADB’s assessment of their projects aimed at the development of country systems’
assessment methodology, the following lessons were learned: (i) given the complexity of the assessment process, there is need to allocate adequate budget and time to conduct the assessment
of the country system, (ii) in order to ensure a good assessment, governments and other stakeholders should understand and agree on their contributions, the scope of work and approach, and
the expected outcomes, and (iii) the need to ensure that the level of detail of the measures to fill
the recommended gaps is compatible with the intended use of the priority action plan.304

		

Inconsistencies and additional risks in cases in which

there are financial intermediaries
The fourth challenge is to ensure the consistency in the application of the country system in
cases involving financial intermediaries. The case study on the World Bank’s SEM DPL for Brazil
illustrates this problem. One of the pillars of the new BNDES environmental and social management system supported by SEM DPL should be the development of at least thirteen sectoral
guidelines. Nevertheless, only four guidelines305 have already been developed and have left out
critical sectors such as hydropower, forests, soy, water and sanitation. The SEM DPL Program document also prescribed that BNDES would apply its new policies to all its investments, including
“indirect” investments financed through financial intermediaries, but the monitoring indicator
for this policy area only covered direct investments, which are half of the bank’s portfolio.306

The NDB, for example, extended a credit to BNDES as onlender worth US$ 300 million for investments in renewable energy. According to the financing agreement between the two entities,
BNDES is responsible for allocating this resource in sub-projects, as well as conducting the social and environmental analysis, in accordance with its own Socio-environmental Policy. In this
case, NDB undertakes a review of the BNDES assessment. This arrangement, common in other
multilateral financing institutions, is criticized as it hinders external control over the standards
that are applicable to ensure projects’ socio-environmental compliance. In the specific case of
the “umbrella” loan between NDB and BNDES, NDB did not provide public information about
the due diligence of the BNDES policy framework, despite the various concerns that have been
about the limitations of BNDES criteria the Bank’s criteria for transparency, as well as environmental and human rights standards.307
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Vulnerability of rights in projects with

a “national priority” stamp
The case studies show that recurrent failures in the Brazilian system of social and environmental protection are related to the absence of effective monitoring of human rights standards.
More than just a distance from best available practices of E&S management, there is enough
evidence of flexibilization of individual and collective rights. For instance, while public hearings
are often held within the licensing process, the right to free, prior and informed consent and
consultation is systematically neglected. The absence of a rights-based approach is particularly
relevant in projects labelled as national priorities - in such cases, even the judiciary tends to act
under self-restraint, limiting its role as an instance capable of ensuring proper remedy
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Lessons learned and ways forward for the NDB
The lessons learned from the benchmark study and from the experience with infrastructure
projects in Brazil are mainly useful to the operations of DFIs in countries that are at a stage of
economic development and present socio-environmental normative frameworks and institutions that are similar to those in Brazil. However, there are lessons that could apply to all developing countries. In any case, there is no unique formula to the adoption of country systems by
development banks, so it is critical to take into account the specifics of each country.

THE NDB WILL

NDB will likely face problems that are similar to those of other

FACE PARTICULAR

DFIs, but also others arising from its own organizational structure

CHALLENGES WHEN

and political vision. In the case of the NDB, two of its distinctive

REALIZING ITS VISION

features may create additional challenges to the effectiveness of

AROUND THE USE OF

its country systems approach.

COUNTRY SYSTEMS:

FIRST, NDB’S E&S

While the main MDBs have E&S policy frameworks covering a

POLICY FRAMEWORK

broad range of issues (assessment and monitoring of social and

IS MORE GENERIC

environmental impacts, involuntary resettlement, indigenous

THAN THE

peoples’ rigues, cultural and historical heritage, biodiversity, water

AVERAGE WITHIN

management, etc.), and that set out clear and detailed standards, the

MULTILATERAL

NDB framework is based on principles, with few standards that, up

DEVELOPMENT

until now, have not been followed by any other public documents

BANKS (MDBS):

establishing operational guidance for the approval, contracting,
monitoring and evaluation of a project. On the one hand, this is very
much aligned with NDB’s critical view of traditional safeguards. It
sees them as having weaknesses, such as their narrow applicability
(it only applies to projects funded by external entities), the
impairment of a country’s potential for development in accordance
with its own priorities, and the failure to recognize the differences
of each normative framework, as well as the difference between
emerging and developing countries when it comes to their capacity
to comply with the safeguards.308 But the lack of clear standards
hinders the identification of benchmarks for equivalence tests.
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NDB REJECTS

NDB shows a commitment towards the adoption of South-

CONDITIONALITIES:

South Cooperation principles into its activities, including
respect for countries’ sovereignty and the the refusal to impose
conditionalities. The need to respect the sovereignty and the idea
of horizontality in partnerships for development are legitimate
values to be pursued by a “Global South” development bank.
However, such a vision may create barriers for the adoption of
actions that are needed to fill some gaps, within a systemic vision
on socio-environmental governance, human rights, and balanced
development, as well as for the exercise of contractual rights
(e.g., penalties, fines, early termination, etc.) against measures of
weakening and retrocession of the normative framework.

NDB PARTICULAR

A lack of participation mechanisms and consultation procedures

FEATURES ARE

with traditional communities. The lack of meaningful consultation

ESPECIALLY

and participation not only violates nationally and internationally

RELEVANT TO THE

recognized rights, but also adversely affects the development of

ANALYSIS OF THE

complete socio-environmental assessments and increases social

CASE STUDY ON

conflicts, creating barriers to the implementation of a project.309

THE BRAZILIAN
DOMESTIC SYSTEM:

The poor quality of feasibility and environmental impact studies,

The case analysis

which tend to underestimate social impacts and disregard

allows the

traditional communities’ specificities.310 Given that prevention,

identification of a

mitigation, and compensation plans are based on these initial

pattern of systematic

studies, the poor quality of socio-environmental assessments

failures in the socio-

tends to undermine the entire impact management process.

environmental
management system

The failure to effectively implement prevention, mitigation,

marked by:

and remedy measures. This issue is fundamentally linked to the
operation of Brazilian oversight agencies tasked with protecting
human rights and the environment. Representatives and
organizations working with communities that have been affected
by the analysed development projects report that, in practice, the
enforcement of socio-environmental regulations in Brazil is not
effective for two reasons: first, because of the lack of financial and
human resources of such agencies; second, because these bodies
may suffer from undue political influence from projects’ sponsors.311
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IN BRAZIL, AN

Therefore, it remains to be seen how NDB principles and

EFFICIENT AND FAIR

policies would be converted into concrete actions to address

USE OF THE COUNTRY

these gaps, and whether the country systems approach would

SYSTEMS APPROACH

indeed be a tool equipped to deal with these problems without

WOULD NECESSARILY

compromising the protection of rights.

NEED TO ADDRESS
THESE CHALLENGES:

LACK OF ACCESS

The Brazilian case studies demonstrate the lack of effective

TO JUSTICE IS A

extrajudicial grievance and dispute resolution mechanisms

MAJOR CONCERN:

to promptly and adequately respond to the problems faced by
local communities. Even with a solid and independent judiciary,
individuals and groups face multiple barriers to access justice.
Such barriers include an arbitrary mechanism (“suspensão de
segurança”) that negatively affects even the most exceptional
judicial remedies, thus hindering measures that would prevent
damage from happening or being aggravated.

COUNTRY SYSTEMS

Firstly, the assessment and improvement of a country’s E&S

APPROACHES

system requires a comprehensive and systemic view on the

SHOULD BE GUIDED

factors that affect the sustainability of infrastructure projects.

BY A SYSTEMIC

The Brazilian case shows that even in a middle-income country

VIEW THAT TAKES

with a relatively well-developed E&S normative framework, a

INTO ACCOUNT

narrow perspective is a source of risk. Brazil’s country system

THE MULTIPLE

has several governance gaps that undermine the sustainability of

DETERMINANT

infrastructure investments, with projects that just move forward

FACTORS FOR

at the expense of the environmental licensing procedure or the

A SUSTAINABLE

right of affected communities from participating and being

DEVELOPMENT:

consulted (or give consent). In such circumstances, there is a
strong perception that the Brazilian legislation and the respective
enforcement institutions are selective and lack coherence. The
analysis of the country system must therefore take into account
the level of institutional development; civil society participation;
access to information; the standing of legal, regulatory and policy
frameworks; the level of implementation and compliance with
environmental standards; and the environmental management
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capacity of public authorities. In addition, it should go even
further to consider, for example, the access to justice, the
right to freedom of expression and assembly, among other
rights that may be restricted to enable a political and legal
environment that is favorable to major - not rarely harmful infrastructure projects.

THE USE OF THE

Whether in traditional institutions, such as the World Bank, or in

COUNTRY SYSTEM IS

new ones, such as NDB and AIIB, standards for equivalence and

STILL PERMEATED BY

acceptability are marked by a high degree of uncertainty, since

INDEFINITIONS:

the language of safeguard policies is full of vague concepts, even
in the case of detailed frameworks, such as the World Bank’s.312
This obstacle became evident in projects that sought to further
the assessment and implementation of the country systems
approach. According to the Asian Development Bank, one of its
technical assistance projects intended to strengthen domestic
systems was delayed due to difficulties in initially identifying
laws related to socio-environmental safeguards. In addition,
time and resources were employed to compile the legislation and
to update the data during the project implementation. Finally,
throughout the implementation of the project, the benchmark
criteria to the “equivalence assessment” changed from “good
international practices” to the policy principles of the new
Safeguards Policy that the bank approved in 2009, which led to
further delays in the implementation.313

INDETERMINATIONS

NDB, as well as AIIB and other MDBs, intends to use corporate

AROUND THE USE

systems, meaning the private sector. However, there is little

OF CORPORATE

clarity on the methodologies to assess private clients’ capacity

SYSTEMS:

to comply with universal standards of responsible business
conduct (e.g. the Global Compact, ISO 26000 and the United
Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights).314
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‣ IDB and its environmental analysis:
A comprehensive view of country systems
An example of a systemic approach to country systems is the IDB, whose environmental
analysis considers several relevant aspects, including the environmental governance status,
with elements that include the level of institutional development, civil society participation,
access to information, the standing of the legal, regulatory and policy frameworks, the level
of application and enforcement of environmental standards, as well as the environmental
management capacity of public authorities. Its strengthening tools seek to address problems in these areas.

‣ BNDES and the reverse path:
From sovereignty to the strengthening of its own policies
BNDES, as a public national development bank with a legal regime linked to a specific
jurisdiction, has followed quite the opposite path to those of multilateral institutions. In
general, its performance outside of Brazil has been marked by an understanding, even
implicit, of respect for the sovereignty of the recipient country and the use of domestic systems. The instruments for verifying the quality and robustness of previous impact
studies and the effectiveness of mitigation measures employed by local authorities and
implementers have been playing a minor role for a long time. But this behavior is gradually
giving place to a more critical and careful posture, resulting from the bank’s learning on
how to operate in a socially and environmentally responsible manner in contexts that differ from those of its host country.
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Recommendations
A ROBUST, CONSISTENT AND INTEGRATED COUNTRY SYSTEMS APPROACH:
The development of a robust, consistent, and integrated framework on country systems is essential to ensure strategic and operational coherence across all the dimensions of DFIs’ activities - from the development of country strategies, to the establishment of operational policies
and the design of innovative financial instruments. To be complete, a vision on country systems
requires an adequate analysis of all issues that are sensitive for the sustainability of infrastructure and development projects, including the public participation in relevant decision-making
processes, the access to justice, the context of respect for human rights (including freedom of
expression and human rights defenders), the transparency of public agencies, a normative framework that ensures sustainable performance and accountability of the private sector, as well
as socio-environmental governance (effective enforcement capacity, sanctions, etc.).

ALERT SYSTEMS FOR SETBACKS OR WEAKENING OF THE E&S FRAMEWORK:
Establish a platform for the identification of measures that imply, or that have the potential
of causing, setbacks in the domestic system. Its development and implementation should take
into account the views of civil society organizations, academia, think tanks, and especially of
directly affected communities.

ALIGNMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL AND HUMAN RIGHTS STANDARDS315:
Measures for the strengthening and gap-filling should be be mindful of states’ obligations
enshrined in incorporated international treaties and agreements. For instance, the Paris Agreement and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights encompass
almost all members of the new IFIs as States-Parties. This “bottom-up” construction would
allow the development of robust policies aligned with domestic systems without compromising the principles of efficiency, horizontality and cooperation. In line with such frameworks,
country systems assessment should be transparent, inclusive and meaningfully involve all the
stakeholders, notably local communities. 316

HUMAN RIGHTS DUE DILIGENCE processes must be in place in order to ensure that adverse
socio-environmental impacts are prevented and/or mitigated, and that eventual human rights violations are monitored, reported and addressed. The first stage of the due diligence is
the human rights impact assessment, which can be based on a joint diagnosis carried out by
the bank, the state and the stakeholders prior to the implementation of specific projects, in
order to identify the areas in which the bank could cooperate - horizontally - with its clients
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to strengthen existing rules, procedures, and policies relevant to its mandate.317 Based on the
assessment, and before each project implementation, the bank should map the national and
international human rights standards applicable to the project, analyze the local context, and,
with the participation of the affected communities, to identify the project’s actual and potential impacts on human rights.318 The identification of risks and potential violations should
guide the adoption of strategies to prevent them. These strategies, in turn, should be integrated into the decision-making process of the operation itself, and include a wide range of
options, implemented by different actors: it could be the suspension or cancellation of the
project, or the rescaling to reduce impacts, including the adoption of strategies to maximize local development, strengthening the capacity of oversight agencies, addressing the root
causes of human rights issues, and implementing measures specifically intended to address
the identified impacts. In addition to improving the quality of the project and to adequating
the Bank’s activities to best practices in development and human rights, the results of each
due diligence process should feed into future analysis, providing practical data on measures
to strengthen the country system in a holistic manner.

STRENGTHEN THE CAPACITIES OF LOCAL ACTORS:
Infrastructure projects are often designed and implemented in contexts of serious political
and economic power imbalances.319 The NDB should take assertive measures to balance power
asymmetries and to develop its own tools to overcome obstacles to the participation of the society in decision-making processes.320 Comprehensive local capacity building strategies should
be adopted, which includes measures to encourage the adoption of policies and processes, as
well as the provision of all the resources needed to build local capacity. State employees should
not be the only audience of capacity building strategies, which should also include the private
sector and, in particular, civil society organizations.321 For that reason, it is necessary that representatives of the affected communities and non-governmental organizations have access to
this technical training. Furthermore, it is also required that they have access to specific information on projects and processes, as well as the possibility of participating in decision-making,
implementation, communication and evaluation spaces.

LOCAL OFFICES:322
the NDB (and other funding institutions) should take advantage of the structure of local offices,
which have better capacity to account on and to operate in accordance with regional, national, and local contexts. Local offices also provide direct involvement with day-to-day activities, making problem resolution faster and smoother. Local teams must have both the technical
capacity and the mandate to make the decisions that are required to meet this purpose, with
robust accountability mechanisms.
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USE OF TECHNOLOGY:323
The technology should be used as a tool to overcome information and distance obstacles. For
instance, with regards to transparency, technology improves governance by providing forms of
accessing information, including in live information, about plans, their enforcement and their
impacts. Likewise, technology can also be used to collect and to enter data into the impact management systems. The participative monitoring of impact management plans can benefit from
the use of easily accessible and publicly available applications. However, in order to be effective,
these systems must always consider the particularities of their final recipients, including traditional communities. In this sense, solutions cannot neglect issues such as language, culture
and accessibility; and considering these issues, sometimes the technology may not present the
best or the only solution.
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Conclusions
This study evidenced that a consensus around the need to make greater use and to strengthen
country systems arose from the recognition that developing countries promoted significant
advances in their capacities, governance, and in the implementation of development projects
and programs, as well as from the idea that obtaining long-term results is a joint responsibility
between donors and borrowers - or, as it currently refers, between development partners.

On the other hand, the use and the strengthening of country systems in development finance
institutions is still marked by uncertainties, whether in traditional institutions, such as the World
Bank, the IDB and the ADB, or in the new ones, such as the NDB and or AIIB. This high degree of
uncertainty remains over the benchmark standards, since the safeguard policies language is full
of open concepts, even in the case of detailed frameworks, such as the one of the World Bank.324
The methodologies for measuring benefits are undermined due to the lack of uniform criteria for
assessing whether there has been real improvement of the national systems.

In addition, the validation, complementation, and enhancement instruments lack consistency,
which often results in conflicting efforts in this area. The analysis showed that an instrument such
as the country partnership strategy may provide an insight into the critical points and opportunities for improvement that do not necessarily reflect the lessons learned from concrete cases,
especially in high impact projects, such as large energy infrastructure and transport projects.

The rough terrain also includes the defense of the borrowing country’s sovereignty leading to a
permissive approach regarding human rights violations, as it seemed to be the BNDES position
until the adoption of measures to guarantee the internal mechanisms of socio-environmental
compliance. The case of TIPNIS highway showed that BNDES failed to take action to cover the
omissions of local authorities and to address the human rights violations. Serious irregularities
should have been taken into account by BNDES prior to the project’s approval and during its
implementation phase, in order to guide the bank in adopting effective measures in accordance
with its own obligations as the project’s financier.

Given the limitations of the existing assessment and strengthening tools, the use of country
systems today is an initiative that still faces a series of trade-offs between short-term risks and
long-term benefits.

In addition to the benefits of ownership and resource efficiency, usually evoked to justify the
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adoption of the country system approach, policies that are adaptable to different national contexts provide the opportunity to develop socio-environmental safeguards based on an assessment
of chronic problems and gaps. In the Brazilian case, a truly complementary management system
for national institutions must start from recurrent failures - such as the lack of consultation and
engagement, the ineffectiveness of conditioning mitigation, and the need for effective grievance
mechanisms - to create mechanisms that offer effective solutions to protect vulnerable rights
in each context. It is a horizontal solution, based on the particular experiences and challenges of
each country, intended to achieve common standards and economic, social and environmental
development, taking into account the history and aspirations of different countries.

This challenge demands the continuation of the discussion that stakeholders have already started on the role of the NBD as a development partner in developing innovative horizontal methods and instruments for assessing the customers’ ability to maintain their own standards
and commitments, and to set in motion effective solutions to overcome fragilities to enable a
development based on transformative and truly sustainable projects.

118

Footnotes

119

1. Coordinator of the Development and Social and Environmental Rights Program of Conectas Direitos Humanos.
Master in Law and Development by FGV (Getúlio Vargas Foundation) Law SP (São Paulo). Doctor's Degree by the Law
School of São Paulo University (USP).
2. Fellow of the Development and Social and Environmental Rights Program of Conectas Direitos Humanos. Master
in Law by Harvard Law School and by the Law School of São Paulo University (USP).
3. OECD - Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. Development Co-operation Report, Paris, 2010.
Available at: <https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/dcr-2010-6-en.pdf?expires=1523490777&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=1720B8853FD142E69FC779D6F74CB75C>. Accessed on May 2nd, 2018.
4. WAISBICH, Laura T; BORGES, Caio. The BRICS’ New Development Bank at the Crossroads: Challenges for Building
Development Cooperation in the 21st Century. São Paulo, 2018 (forthcoming).
5. WAISBICH, Laura T; BORGES, Caio. The BRICS’ New Development Bank at the Crossroads: Challenges for Building
Development Cooperation in the 21st Century. São Paulo, 2018 (forthcoming).
6. GVces - Center for Sustainability Studies at Getulio Vargas Foundation. Grandes Obras na Amazônia: aprendizados
e diretrizes [Large-scale Projects in the Amazon: lessons learned and guidelines], 2017 Available at: <http://www.
gvces.com.br/grandes-obras-na-amazonia-aprendizados-e-diretrizes?locale=pt-br> Accessed on May 16, 2018
7. The prerogative of exercising such powers has been leading some people to construe that international organizations, such as the World Bank, exercise some sort of “public authority”. See: RÖBEN, W. The Enforcement Authority
of International Institutions. In: VON BOGDANDY, A. et al. The Exercise of Public Authority by International Institutions: Advancing International Institutional Law. Heidelberg: Springer, 2010. p. 819-842.
8. OECD - Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. Development Co-operation Report, Paris,
2010. Available at: <https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/dcr-2010-6-en.pdf?expires=1523490777&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=1720B8853FD142E69FC779D6F74CB75C>. Accessed on May 2nd, 2018.
9. WAISBICH, Laura T; BORGES, Caio. The BRICS’ New Development Bank at the Crossroads: Challenges for Building
Development Cooperation in the 21st Century. São Paulo, 2018 (forthcoming).
10. E. S. Nwauche; J. C. Nwobike, Implementing the Right to Development, Sur, International Journal on Human
Rights. vol.2 no.2, São Paulo, 2004.
11. BORGES, Caio; VAZQUEZ, Karin Costa; ROYCHOUDHURY, Supriya. Building Infrastructure for 21st Century Sustainable development: Lessons and Opportunities for the BRICS-led New Development Bank, 2017, p. 42. Available at: <http://www.conectas.org/arquivos/editor/files/Building%20Infrastructure%20for%2021st%20Century(1).
pdf>.Accessed on May 16, 2018.
12. OECD - Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. Country Systems, and Why We Need to Use
Them. In: OECD - Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. Development Co-operation Report
2010. Paris, 2010 p. 43-54.
13. UN - United Nations. Enhancing aid effectiveness: From Paris to Busan. 2011, p. 6 Available at: <http://unctad.
org/en/Docs/tdbex53d3_en.pdf>. Accessed on May 2nd, 2018.
14. WILLIAMS-ELEGBE, Sope. Public Procurement and Multilateral Development Banks: Law, Practice and Problems. ed.1. Oregon: Bloomsbury, 2017.

120

Footnotes

15. UN - United Nations - UN Brazil - Agenda 2030 for the Sustainable Development Available at: <https://nacoesunidas.org/pos2015/agenda2030/>. Accessed on: April 19, 2018
16. DANN, Philipp. Solidarity and the Law of Institutional Development Cooperation. In: PIOVESAN, Flávia. SOARES, Inês
Virgínia Prado (coord.). Direito ao desenvolvimento [Right to development]. Belo Horizonte: Fórum, 2010, p. 75-96.
17. OECD - Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. THE ACCRA AGENDA FOR ACTION (AAA).
2008. Available on: <https://www.oecd.org/dac/effectiveness/45827311.pdf> Accessed on May 3rd, 2018
18. WILLIAMS-ELEGBE, Sope Williams. Public Procurement and Multilateral Development Banks In: WILLIAMS
-ELEGBE, Sope Williams, The Aid Effectiveness Agenda: Harmonisation, Tied Aid and Use of Country Systems, 2017,
Oregon: Hart Publishing, 2017, p. 218.
19. OECD - Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. Country Systems, and Why We Need
to Use Them Paris, 2010. Available at: <https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/dcr-2010-6-en.pdf?expires=1523490777&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=1720B8853FD142E69FC779D6F74CB75C>. Accessed on: April
27, 2018
20. ELEGBE, Sope Williams. Public Procurement and Multilateral Development Banks In: ELEGBE, Sope Williams,
The Aid Effectiveness Agenda: Harmonisation, Tied Aid and Use of Country Systems, 2017, Oregon: Hart Publishing,
2017, p.239.
21. PEREIRA, A. D.; MEDEIROS, K.O Prelúdio da Cooperação Sul-Sul: da Conferência de Bandung à Conferência de
Buenos Aires (1955-1978), 2015. Available on <https://www.ufrgs.br/sicp/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/PEREIRAMEDEIROS-2015-O-Prel%C3%BAdio-Da-Coopera%C3%A7%C3%A3o-Sul-Sul.pdf >. Accessed on: April 19, 2018
22. Ibid.
23. PIOVESAN, Flávia. Direito ao Desenvolvimento - Desafios Contemporâneos [Right to Development - Contemporary Challenges]. In: PIOVESAN, Flávia. SOARES, Inês Virgínia Prado (coord.). Direito ao desenvolvimento [Right to
development]. Belo Horizonte: Fórum, 2010.
24. Ibid, p. 112-116.
25. General Assembly Resolution 64/222 of 21 December 2009. Nairobi outcome document of the High-level United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation. Available at: <http://southsouthconference.org/wp-content/
uploads/2010/01/GA-resolution-endorsed-Nairobi-Outcome-21-Dec-09.pdf>. Accessed on: April 19, 2018
26. WAISBICH, L; SILVA, D. Guia Para Monitoramento e Mensuração da Cooperação Sul-Sul Brasileira. Articulação
Sul [Guide for Monitoring and Measurement of Brazilian South-South Cooperation. Southern Articulation], 2017.
Available at: <http://articulacaosul.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Guia_Monitoramento_da_CSS_pdf-1.pdf>.
Accessed on: April 19, 2018
27. About Triangular Cooperation, see: PINO, Bruno Ayllón. A Cooperação Triangular e as Transformações da Cooperação Internacional para o Desenvolvimento [Triangular Cooperation and the Transformation of the International
Cooperation for Development]. Text for discussion 1845. Rio de Janeiro: IPEA 2013 Available at: <http://repositorio.
ipea.gov.br/bitstream/11058/1589/1/TD_1845.pdf>. Accessed on April 18, 2018.
28. MAWDSLEY, Emma. Human Rights and South-South Development Cooperation: Reflections on the “Rising
Powers” as International Development Actors. Human Rights Quarterly 36 (2014) 630–652, 2014.

121

29. Conditionalities are the conditions linked to a financing that are not directly related to the payment of the loan,
but which oblige the recipient government to change some of its policies previously defined. See: Jane Harrigan &
Paul Mosley, Evaluating the impact of world bank structural adjustment lending: 1980–87, The Journal of Development Studies, 27:3, 2007, 63-94.
30. WILLIAMS-ELEGBE, Sope. Public Procurement and Multilateral Development Banks: Law, Practice and Problems. ed.1. Oregon: Bloomsbury, 2017.
31. PALLAS, Christopher L.; WOOD, Jonathan. The World Bank’s Use of Country Systems for Procurement: A Good
Idea Gone Bad?. Development Policy Review. Massachusetts, v. 27, n. 2, p. 215-230, 2009. p. 216
32. OPCS (2007a, Jan 21) Update to the Board on Use of Country Systems. Annex 1: Pilot Program on the Use of Country Systems to Address Environmental and Social Safeguard Issues. Washington, DC: OPCS, World Bank.
33. PALLAS, Christopher L.; WOOD, Jonathan. The World Bank’s Use of Country Systems for Procurement: A Good
Idea Gone Bad?. Development Policy Review. Massachusetts, v. 27, n. 2, p. 215-230, 2009.
34. World Bank, Operational Manual OP/BP 4.00 (Piloting the Use of Borrower Systems to Address Environmental
and Social Safeguard Issues in Bank-Supported Projects), OP 4.00 2005.
35. World Bank, The Environmental and Social Framework, 2017 Available at: <http://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/environmental-and-social-policies-for-projects/brief/the-environmental-and-social-framework-esf>
Accessed on: April 19, 2018.
36. World Bank. The Use of Country Systems in World Bank Lending: A Summary of Lessons from the Pilot Projects
and Recommendations for a Better Approach, 2008 Available at: <http://www.ciel.org/Publications/WorldBank_
CountrySystems_Jan08.pdf> Accessed on April 19, 2018.
37. World Bank. Expanding The Use of Country Systems in Bank-Supported Operations: Issues and Proposals, 2005.
P. 11. Available at: <http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/pt/856881468780905107/pdf/31734.pdf>. Accessed
on April 19, 2018.
38. The equivalence test is performed per policy, and not in relation to the whole social and environmental framework
at once. Two policies - of international waters and territories under dispute - were not qualified for the pilot.
39. PALLAS, Christopher L.; WOOD, Jonathan. The World Bank’s Use of Country Systems for Procurement: A Good
Idea Gone Bad?. Development Policy Review. Massachusetts, v. 27, n. 2, p. 215-230, 2009.
40. World Bank, The Environmental and Social Framework,2017 Available at: <http://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/environmental-and-social-policies-for-projects/brief/the-environmental-and-social-framework-esf>.
Accessed on: April 19, 2018.
41. WAISBICH, Laura T.; BORGES, Caio. The BRICS’ New Development Bank and the integration of human rights into
development cooperation: a new era or more of the same? Heinrich Böll Foundation, 2015. Available at: <https://
us.boell.org/2014/10/29/brics-new-development-bank-and-integration-human-rights-development-cooperation-new-era>. Accessed on: May 2nd, 2018.
42. World Bank. The World Bank Environmental and Social Framework, 2017 p. 6 Available at: <ttp://pubdocs.worldbank.
org/en/837721522762050108/Environmental-and-Social-Framework-April-11.pdf>. Accessed on May 2nd, 2018.

122

Footnotes

43. World Bank. Deliberative Working Draft, 2017. Available at: <https://consultations.worldbank.org/Data/hub/files/
consultation-template/review-and-update-world-bank-safeguard-policies/en/materials/draft_borrower_framework_information_note_final_for_public_disclosure_post_board_august_4.pdf>. Accessed on May 2nd, 2018.
44. World Bank. The World Bank Environmental and Social Framework, 2017, p.6. Available at: <http://pubdocs.
worldbank.org/en/837721522762050108/Environmental-and-Social-Framework-April-11.pdf> Accessed on May
2nd, 2018.
45. Ibid. P. 9.
46. IDB - Inter-American Development Bank. Environmental and Safeguards Policy, 2006. Available at: <http://
idbdocs.iadb.org/wsdocs/getdocument.aspx?docnum=665902> Accessed on May 3rd, 2018
47. Ibid., p1.
48. Ibid., p1.
49. Ibid.
50. Ibid.
51. Ibid., p. 4.
52. Ibid., p. 1.
53. Ibid., p. 2.
54. Ibid., p. 13.
55. Ibid., p. 61.
56. Ibid.
57. IDB - Inter-American Development Bank. Systems Background Paper Mid-term Evaluation of IDB-9 Commitments Country. 2013. GN-2358. Available at: <https://publications.iadb.org/handle/11319/5846?locale-attribute=en> Accessed on May 3rd, 2018.
58. IDB - Inter-American Development Bank. Implementation Guidelines for the Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, 2006 - p. 61. Available at: <http://idbdocs.iadb.org/wsdocs/getdocument.aspx?docnum=35597106>.
Accessed on May 3rd, 2018.
59. Ibid., pp. 61-63.
60. Ibid, p. 6.; Also see: IDB - Inter-American Development Bank. Sustainability Report 2014, 2015 Available at:
<https://publications.iadb.org/bitstream/handle/11319/6848/Inter-American-Development-Bank-Sustainability
-Report-2014.pdf >. Accessed on May 2nd, 2018.
61. Ibid., p. 7.

123

62. Ibid, p. 11.
63. Ibid, p. 64.
64. Ibid., p. p. 64.
65. Ibid, p. 64.
66. ADB - Asian Development Bank. Building Country Safeguard Systems: Country Safeguard Systems — An Overview. Briefing Note No. 1 Filipinas: Asian bank Development, 2016
67. ADB - Asian Development Bank. Building Country Safeguard Systems: Strengthening Country Safeguard Systems for Effective Environmental Management, 2016 Available at: <https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/184333/sdcc-briefing-note-2-css.pdf>. Accessed on May 2nd, 2018.
68. Ibid.
69. Ibid. In another document, ADB lists the following goals: (i) enhance countries’ ownership, (ii) extend development impacts, (iii) make more efficient use of countries and their development partners’ resources, and (iv)
promote cooperation among international financial institutions. Available at: <https://www.adb.org/sites/default/
files/publication/30049/country-safeguard-systems-workshop.pdf>. Accessed on May 2nd, 2018.
70. ADB - Asian Development Bank. Strengthening Country Safeguard Systems: Report on a Suggested Methodology
for Assessing Country Safeguard Systems, 2011. Available AT: <https://www.adb.org/projects/documents/strengthening-css-report-suggested-methodology-assessing-css-tacr> Accessed on May 2nd, 2018.
71. CAF. Social and Environmental Safeguards. Sep. 2016 Available at: <https://www.caf.com/media/7834014/salvaguardas%20ambientales%20y%20sociales.pdf> . Accessed on May 7, 2018.
72. CAF. CAF Environmental Strategy 2010. Available at: <http://publicaciones.caf.com/media/1407/estrategia_ambiental_eng.pdf>. Accessed on May 7, 2018.
73. “National legislation. All CAF-financed projects are in line with the environmental legislation of the country
where the project is executed, and with any international agreements and commitments signed by the shareholder
countries. CAF nevertheless calls for the application of additional precautions or selects internationally accepted
technical standards where necessary.”
74. “Institutional strengthening, human resources training, and information. CAF supports the strengthening of
governance through the operations it finances, as well as the creation of capabilities among the institutions, establishments, and social groups linked to these operations. It places special importance on the exchange and timely
dissemination of relevant information for the environmental and social management of government organizations,
the private sector, and communities, bearing in mind the policies and strategies defined in this respect for CAF by its
shareholder countries through the Corporation’s Board of Directors.”
75. Hamerschlag, K. Corporación Andina de Fomento (CAF): Guia Básico para la Sociedad Civil [Development Bank of
Latin America (CAF): Basic Guidance to Civil Society]. Bank Information Center. Washington DC: Jun. 2008. Available at: <http://www.bankinformationcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Guion-Basico-para-la-Corporacion
-Andina-de-Fomento-2008.pdf>. Accessed on May 7, 2018.

124

Footnotes

76. Ibid.
77. Ibid.
78. Grupo Regional sobre Financiamiento e Infraestructura. ¿Cuál es el contexto regional en el que se inserta el nuevo Banco de los BRICS? Derecho, Ambiente y Recursos Naturales [Regional Group on Financing and Infrastructure.
What is the regional context in which the New Development Bank is inserted? Law, Environment and Natural Resources]. Lima: set. 2014. Availlable at: <http://dar.org.pe/archivos/publicacion/panorama_financiamiento_infraestructura_al.pdf>. Accessed on May 7, 2018. Rivasplata Cabrera, F. et al. Highs and lows of safeguards: how BNDES,
China ExIm Bank, CAF, and IDB work? Lima: 2014. Available at: <http://www.dar.org.pe/archivos/publicacion/159_
es_safeguards_eng_official.pdf>. Accessed on May 7, 2018.
79. Yuan, F.; Gallagher, K. Greening Development Finance in the Americas. Boston University. Boston: 2015. Available at: <http://www.bu.edu/pardeeschool/files/2014/12/Greening.Development.Final_.pdf>. Accessed on May 7,
2018.
80. CAF. Social and Environmental Safeguards. Sep. 2016 Available at: <https://www.caf.com/media/7834014/salvaguardas%20ambientales%20y%20sociales.pdf>. Accessed on May 7, 2018.
81. Note, for instance, the clarifications on the Social and Environmental Management Program, part of Safeguard 1
(environmental and social impacts management) (non-official translation): “The client will establish an Environmental and Social Management Program (PMAS) compatible with current local environmental regulations. Specifically, it should describe the measures and actions aimed at preventing, mitigating, compensating and enhancing the
environmental and social impacts identified and evaluated that may be generated by the operation, giving priority to
the most significant impacts. These measures will also include actions to address the risks associated with climate
change and climate variability. Additionally, the PMAS must identify and prioritize the environmental liabilities
present in the project area, establishing which have the potential to affect the project, which may suffer an increase due to the execution of the project, and those that are within the area of direct influence of the project. draft.
The PMAS (or equivalent, according to the local environmental regulations in force) will consist of at least a set of
subprograms or projects oriented to the management of the environmental impacts evaluated, and must define the
necessary measures with their respective dimensioning, their budget, the identification of the source of financing,
the schedule of its application. It will have evidence of the technical, environmental and social feasibility of its implementation, depending on the nature and scale of the project.”
82. In verbis (non-official translation): “In summary, the PMAS must propose all the necessary measures to guarantee: a) That the emission of greenhouse gases is not increased significantly or unjustifiably, or that other factors that
influence climate change are increased. b) Fair and equitable access of the population to the benefits of the project, in
an inclusive manner. Their access to basic health services, drinking water and sanitation, energy, education, housing,
safe and decent working conditions and the right to own land. c) That existing inequalities are not exacerbated, particularly those that harm marginalized or vulnerable groups. d) That human rights are respected or promoted. e) That
does not affect public health. The program must have specific measures on information disclosure (communication)
and relationship with the communities (interaction), as well as on the handling of complaints; the costs of this must
also be specified.” CAF. Social and Environmental Safeguards. Sep. 2016 Pg 23. Our emphasis. Available at: <https://
www.caf.com/media/7834014/salvaguardas%20ambientales%20y%20sociales.pdf>. Accessed on May 7, 2018.
83. CAF. 40 initiatives for sustainable development. Colombia: Oct. 2010. Available at: <http://scioteca.caf.com/handle/123456789/707>. Accessed on May 7, 2018.
84. WAISBICH, Laura T; BORGES, Caio. The BRICS’ New Development Bank at the Crossroads: Challenges for Building Development Cooperation in the 21st Century. São Paulo, 2018 (forthcoming)

125

85. AIIB - Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank. Environmental and Social Framework, 2016 p. 19. Available at:
<https://www.aiib.org/en/policies-strategies/_download/environment-framework/20160226043633542.pdf>.
Accessed on May 3, 2018.
86. Idem.
87. Idem.
88. Ibid., 21.
89. Ibid., 20.
90. WAISBICH, Laura T; BORGES, Caio. The BRICS’ New Development Bank at the Crossroads: Challenges for Building Development Cooperation in the 21st Century. São Paulo, 2018 (forthcoming)
91. Ibid.
92. New Development Bank. NDB’s General Strategy: 2017 – 2021. p. 15. Available at: <https://www.ndb.int/wpcontent/uploads/2017/08/NDB-Strategy.pdf>. Accessed on May 16, 2018.
93. WAISBICH, Laura T; BORGES, Caio. The BRICS’ New Development Bank at the Crossroads: Challenges for Building Development Cooperation in the 21st Century. São Paulo, 2018 (forthcoming) In: WAISBICH, Laura T; BORGES,
Caio. The BRICS’ New Development Bank at the Crossroads: Challenges for Building Development Cooperation in
the 21st Century p.12.
94. New Development Bank. NDB’s General Strategy: 2017 – 2021. p. 15. Available at: <https://www.ndb.int/wpcontent/uploads/2017/08/NDB-Strategy.pdf>. Accessed on May 16, 2018.
95. New Development Bank. Environmental and Social Framework. Mar. 2016 P. 4 Available on <https://www.ndb.
int/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/ndb-environment-social-framework-20160330.pdf>. Accessed on May 7, 2018.
96. Ibid. P. 11
97. New Development Bank. NDB’s General Strategy: 2017 – 2021. P. 35 Available on <https://www.ndb.int/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/NDB-Strategy-Final.pdf>. Accessed on May 7, 2018.
98. New Development Bank. Environmental and Social Framework. Mar. 2016 P. 11 Available on <https://www.ndb.
int/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/ndb-environment-social-framework-20160330.pdf>. Accessed on May 7, 2018.
99. Conectas Direitos Humanos. Um balanço da atuação internacional do BNDES sob a perspectiva socioambiental e
de direitos humanos (1998-2018), 2018 (forthcoming).
100. BNDES - Brazilian National Bank for the Economic and Social Development. BNDES Statute, 2017. Available on:
<https://www.bndes.gov.br/wps/portal/site/home/quem-somos/governanca-controle/empresas-sistema-bndes/
Legislacao_do_SItema_BNDES/estatuto-do-bndes > Accessed on May 2nd, 2018.
101. The facilities of financing for international performance are divided in two: production (previously to shipment)
and trade (after shipment). In the first case, the credits are granted in terms that coincide with the production cycle

126

Footnotes

of the exporting company; the second one is used for the financing of the importer, with the company receiving
bonds of the operation to be discounted in a determined accredited institution. Such facilities enable the companies
to compete with larger terms, and, thus, with more attractive conditions for their buyers. The “after” facility is used
in the support to engineering works abroad.
102. “The opinion shall contain information which, from the Bank’s point of view, is satisfactory and certifies compliance with all the environmental requirements of the destination country, notably the obtaining of the required
permits and authorizations. In case of revocation or suspension of any governmental authorization, including those
related to the socio-environmental legislation of the destination country, the agreements predicting such events
as causes of contractual default, and the Bank may suspend the release of installments or pay the debt in advance.
Finally, the financed company and, as the case may be, the importers must “attest that the project with the BNDES
financial support complies with all applicable environmental rules in force in the respective country”. See: Conectas
Direitos Humanos. Desenvolvimento para as pessoas? O financiamento do BNDES e os direitos humanos, 2014. Available at: <http://www.conectas.org/arquivos/editor/files/Conectas_BNDES%20e%20Direitos%20Humanos_Miolo_Final_COMPRIMIDO.pdf> - p. 61
103. BNDES. Socio-environmental Policy. Available at <https://www.bndes.gov.br/wps/portal/site/home/quemsomos/responsabilidade-social-e-ambiental/o-que-nos-orienta/politicas/politica-socioambiental/politica-socioambiental>. Access on May 7, 2018.
104. See article of O Globo newspaper, entitled “Sem apoio do BNDES e após escândalos, empreiteiras têm atuação
no exterior paralisada”. Available at: <https://oglobo.globo.com/economia/sem-apoio-do-bndes-apos-escandalos-empreiteiras-tem-atuacao-no-exterior-paralisada-22562871>. Access on April 6, 2018.
105. I. I. Berchin et al., Energy production and sustainability: A study of Belo Monte hydroelectric power plant, Natural Resources Forum, vol 39, no. 3-4, 2015, pg. 224–237.
106. L. C. Fleury; J. Almeida, The construction of the Belo Monte hydroelectric power plant: environmental conflict
and the development dilemma, Ambiente & Sociedade, vol 16, 2013, pg 141, 144.
107. The Article 48, XVI, of the Federal Constitution determines that the water resources exploitation in Indigenous
lands must be authorized by the National Congress.
108. E. Z. Bratman, Contradictions of Green Development: Human Rights and Environmental Norms in Light of Belo
Monte Dam Activism, Journal of Latin American Studies, vol. 46, 2014, pg. 261, 268.
109. Andrade Gutierrez, leader of the consortium that lost the auction, stated in a leniency agreement that the outcome of the Belo Monte auction was affected by illegal cartel practices. See regarding: F. Amato, Andrade Gutierrez
signs an agreement with Cade and admits cartel in Belo Monte, G1 (Nov. 16, 2016), available at <http://g1.globo.com/
economia/noticia/2016/11/cade-investiga-cartel-no-leilao-e-nas-obras-da-hidreletrica-de-belo-monte.html.>.
Access on May 2, 2018.
110. Norte Energia S.A., BNDES aprova financiamento para Belo Monte (Nov. 2012). Available at <http://norteenergiasa.com.br/site/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Informe-Belo-Monte-n-2.pdf.>. Access on May 2, 2018.
111. Eletrobras et al., Aproveitamento Hidrelétrico de Belo Monte - Relatório de Impacto Ambiental (May 2009).
Available at < http://norteenergiasa.com.br/site/wp->. Access on May 2, 2018.
112. Marcelo Leite et al., A batalha de Belo Monte, Folha de Sao Paulo (2013), Available at <http://arte.folha.uol.com.
br/especiais/2013/12/16/belo-monte/en/index.html.>. Access on May 2, 2018.

127

113. Marcelo Leite et al., A batalha de Belo Monte, Folha de Sao Paulo (2013), available at <http://arte.folha.uol.com.
br/especiais/2013/12/16/belo-monte/en/index.html.>. Access on May 2, 2018.
114. D. Nogueira, Altamira: a vida na cidade mais violenta do Brasil, O Globo (Nov. 13, 2017), available at <https://
oglobo.globo.com/altamira-vida-na-cidade-mais-violenta-do-brasil-22183157>. Access on May 2, 2018
115. Marina Schreiber, Belo Monte: “garota-propaganda” leva um ano para ganhar casa, BBC Brasil (Dec. 19, 2014),
available at <http://www.bbc.com/portuguese/noticias/2014/12/141218_belo_monte_moradia_ms>. Access on
May 2, 2018
116. Sabrina Craide, Famílias que serão removidas por causa de Belo Monte recorrem à defensoria, Agência Brasil
(Mar. 31, 2015), available at < http://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/direitos-humanos/noticia/2015-03/familias-queserao-removidas-por-causa-de-belo-monte-recorrem>, access on May 2, 2018
117. The National Human Rights Council documented that the disruption of economic activities usually carried out
by women - such as preparation of lunch bags, beauty services, among others - were not compensated, despite the
informal economic activities typically male have led to financial compensation.
118. Conselho Nacional de Direitos Humanos, Relatório da missão do CNDH em relação à população atingida pela
implementação da UHE Belo Monte, 2015, available at <http://www.sdh.gov.br/noticias/pdf/relatorio-final-belomonte-1>, access on May 2, 2018.
119. Marcelo Leite et al., A batalha de Belo Monte, Folha de Sao Paulo (2013), Available at <http://arte.folha.uol.com.
br/especiais/2013/12/16/belo-monte/en/index.html.>. Access on May 2, 2018.
120.Conselho Nacional de Direitos Humanos, Relatório da missão do CNDH em relação à população atingida pela
implementação da UHE Belo Monte, 2015, available at <http://www.sdh.gov.br/noticias/pdf/relatorio-final-belomonte-1>, access on May 2, 2018. Pg. 22
121. Fundação Rosa Luxemburgo, As Veias Abertas da Volta Grande do Xingu, Ponto de Debate, n. 16, Oct. 2017, available at <https://rosaluxspba.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/ponto_debate_16_web2.pdf>, access on May 2, 2018.
122. Belo Sun Mining Corp. Belo Sun Reports That the Federal Court of Appeals Has Ruled to Uphold the Suspension
Order Against the Volta Grande Project Construction Licence (Dec 6, 2017), available at: <https://web.tmxmoney.
com/article.php?newsid=8772101796127717&qm_symbol=BSX> Access on May 2, 2018.
123. Law No. 6938/1981, Article 4, I
124. The entity may be federal, state or municipal, depending on the scope of impact and the existence of the necessary institutional approach within the respective federation agency.
125. Banco Mundial, Licenciamento Ambiental de Empreendimentos Hidrelétricos no Brasil: Uma Contribuição
para o Debate, 2008. Available at: <http://www.mme.gov.br/documents/10584/1139278/Relat%C3%B3rio+Principal+%28PDF%29/8d530adb-063f-4478-9b0d-2b0fbb9ff33b>, access on May 2, 2018. Pg. 6.
126. ABEMA, Novas propostas para o licenciamento ambiental no Brasil, Brasília: 2013, available at <http://www.
mma.gov.br/port/conama/reuniao/dir1641/Livro_Relatorio_Final_2.pdf>, access on May 2, 2018. Pg. 39.

128

Footnotes

127. ABEMA, Novas propostas para o licenciamento ambiental no Brasil, Brasília: 2013, available at <http://www.
mma.gov.br/port/conama/reuniao/dir1641/Livro_Relatorio_Final_2.pdf>, access on May 2, 2018.
128. ABAI, Propostas para modernização do licenciamento ambiental no Brasil, 2014, available at <http://avaliacaodeimpacto.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Sintese_seminarios_licenciamento_2014.pdf>, access on May 2, 2018
129. ESMPU, Deficiências em Estudos de Impacto Ambiental, 2004, available at < http://escola.mpu.mp.br/publicacoes/obras-avulsas/e-books/deficiencias-em-estudos-de-impacto-ambiental>, access on May 2, 2018.
130. There were reports of political interference with the licensing procedure, indicating that the decision on its
implementation had already been made, and that IBAMA technicians other entities and participating in the licensing evaluation would not influence the approval of the licenses. See regarding: Alexei Barrionuevo, Brazil Rejects
Panel’s Request to Stop Dam, N.Y. Times (Apr. 5, 2011), available at <http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/06/world/
americas/06brazil.html>, access on May 5, 2018. E. Z. Bratman, Contradictions of Green Development: Human
Rights and Environmental Norms in Light of Belo Monte Dam Activism, Journal of Latin American Studies, vol.
46, Pg 280.
131. For a further analysis, see: ISA, Dossiê Belo Monte: não há condições para a Licença de Operação, 2015, available
at <https://www.socioambiental.org/sites/blog.socioambiental.org/files/dossie-belo-monte-site.pdf>, access on
May 2, 2018.
132. ISA, Dossiê Belo Monte: não há condições para a Licença de Operação, 2015, available at <https://www.socioambiental.org/sites/blog.socioambiental.org/files/dossie-belo-monte-site.pdf>, access on May 2, 2018. Pg. 48.
133. As required by one of the determinant measures of the LP, a Social Monitoring Forum was established in Belo
Monte. However, the Forum was organized and controlled by Norte Energia. Therefore, the communities came to see
it as an ineffective space to bring complaints and demands, and the Forum eventually emptied itself.
134. Federal Constitution, Article 231; American Convention on Human Rights, Article 21; Convention 169 of ILO,
Article 14.
135. Federal Constitution, Article 231
136. International Labor Organization, Convention 169
137. Decree No. 5.051/ 2004.
138. Decree No. 4.463/ 2002.
139. ISA. Direito à consulta e ao consentimento prévio, livre e informado de povos indígenas e tradicionais (presentation). Diálogos intersetoriais com EPE: direito de consulta e consentimento livre, prévio e informado: desafios
para sua implementação no âmbito do setor elétrico brasileiro. Rio de Janeiro (Sep. 20, 2017).
140. The Commission also demanded that Brazil adopt measures to protect the life and integrity of Indigenous
communities’ members of the Xingu river basin. American Convention on Human Rights. MC 382-2010.
141. Federal Constitution, Article 231

129

142. American Convention on Human Rights, Article 21. See: Interamerican Court on Human Rights. Caso de la
Comunidad Mayagna (Sumo) Awas Tingni Vs. Nicaragua. Fondo, Reparaciones y Costas. Judgement of August 31,
2001. Series C No. 79. Par. 148. This is the first decision of the Interamerican Court on the recognition of Indigenous territorial law, based on an interpretation of the right of property, which, for Indigenous peoples, adds other
characteristics and interrelates with other fundamental rights. As Nicaragua had neither laws nor a procedure for
demarcation and titling of Indigenous lands, the Interamerican Court set a deadline for the State to adopt such laws
and measures in order to guarantee the human rights of the Awas Tingni community. With the government’s delay
in implementing such decision, the Nicaraguan Supreme Court was upheld and found that the non-implementation
of the Interamerican decision violated the Nicaraguan constitution and other laws. As a result, in 2003, the State of
Nicaragua adopted a law establishing procedures for the demarcation of Indigenous lands.
143. International Labor Organization, Convention 169, Article 13
144. Interministerial Directive No. 60 / 2015, available at < http://portal.iphan.gov.br/uploads/legislacao/Portaria_
Interministerial_60_de_24_de_marco_de_2015.pdf >, access on May 2, 2018
145. B. R. Garzon. O passivo das condicionantes indígenas de Belo Monte. Vozes do Xingu: collection of articles for the
Belo Monte dossier, available at <https://www.socioambiental.org/sites/blog.socioambiental.org/files/dossie-belo-monte-site.pdf>, access on May 2, 2018. Pg. 45.
146. Public Civil Action No. 655-7B.2013.4.01.3903. Federal Court of 1st Instance - Judicial Section of Pará. 2017.
Available at <http://www.mpf.mp.br/pa/sala-de-imprensa/documentos/2017/sentenca-caso-protecao-as-terras
-indigenas-impactadas-por-belo-monte>. Access on May 16, 2018
147. ISA. Dossie Belo Monte: não há condições para a Licença de Operação. 2015. Pg 50. Available at <https://www.
socioambiental.org/sites/blog.socioambiental.org/files/dossie-belo-monte-site.pdf> Access on: May 3, 2018
148. See, for instance, the declaration of FUNAI itself: “The Plan has not been enforced, UHE Belo Monte is completing the cycle of the Deployment License and is on the way to the Operation License. The damages that should be
prevented through the Emergency Plan for Land Protection are occurring continuously and there has been a considerable change in the spatial dynamics, so that the foreseen actions, in some cases, are no longer viable or capable,
by themselves, to guarantee the protection of the lands, lacking in fact the methodology modification”. FUNAI, Technical Opinion No. Q 14/2015/CGMT- DPT-FUNAI·MJ apud, Public Civil Action No. 655-7B.2013.4.01.3903. Federal
Court of 1st Instance - judicial section of Pará. 2017. Available at <http://www.mpf.mp.br/pa/sala-de-imprensa/
documentos/2017/sentenca-caso-protecao-as-terras-indigenas-impactadas-por-belo-monte>.
149. ISA, Dossiê Belo Monte: não há condições para a Licença de Operação, 2015, available at <https://www.socioambiental.org/sites/blog.socioambiental.org/files/dossie-belo-monte-site.pdf>, access on May 2, 2018.
150. ISA, Dossiê Belo Monte: não há condições para a Licença de Operação, 2015, available at <https://www.socioambiental.org/sites/blog.socioambiental.org/files/dossie-belo-monte-site.pdf>, Access on: May 2, 2018.
151. BRAZIL, Presidency of the Republic. Decree No. 6.040 / 2007, Article 3rd, I, d, 2007. Available at: <http://www.
planalto.gov.br/ccivil_03/_ato2007-2010/2007/decreto/d6040.htm> Access on: May 3, 2018
152. ILO - International Labor Organization. Convention 169, Article 1.2, 2011 - Available at: <http://portal.iphan.
gov.br/uploads/ckfinder/arquivos/Convencao_169_OIT.pdf> Access on: May 3, 2018
153. ISA, Dossiê Belo Monte: não há condições para a Licença de Operação, 2015, available at <https://www.socioambiental.org/sites/blog.socioambiental.org/files/dossie-belo-monte-site.pdf>, Access on May 2, 2018. Pg 15.

130

Footnotes

154. Part of the riverside culture is the maintenance of two residences, one on the islands or on the riverbank, the
other in the city. Each residence fulfills its own role, both of which are required for the economic dynamics of families. However, when Norte Energia did the registration of the riverside people, the lack of adaptation of the questionnaires and preparation of the employees caused that many riverside people were directed to declare only one of these
residences. Thus, they lost the possibility of compensation for the total extent of the damages suffered.
155. Ratified by Brazil and internalized by means of Decree No. 591 / 1992
156. Brazil. Secretariat for Human Rights of the Presidency of the Republic. Right to adequate housing. – Brasília:
General Coordination of Education, in SDH/PR, Human Rights, National Secretariat for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, 2013. Available at: <http://www.sdh.gov.br/assuntos/bibliotecavirtual/promocao-e-defesa/
publicacoes-2013/pdfs/direito-a-moradia-adequada>, access on May 2, 2018. Pg 17.
157. Ibid.
158. The Brazilian system for the protection of the rights of displaced persons also includes state regulations (such
as State Law No. 7.192/2016-RJ and State Decree No. 51.595/2014-RS). Although not applicable to Belo Monte, they
provide important interpretative parameters. Likewise, reference is made to Directive 317 of the Ministry of Cities,
which provides for procedures and parameters applicable to the involuntary displacement in the context of works of
the Growth Acceleration Program administered by the Ministry.
159. The article 6 of the aforementioned Decree restricts its application only to undertakings which environmental licensing starts in 2011. Thus, doubts could be raised regarding its applicability to the Belo Monte case. However, the controversy was eliminated by the entrepreneur itself, since the Basic Environmental Plan expressly determines that, as
the registration of the population affected would occur after the effective date of the decree, the latter would be applied.
160. Scabin et al. A violação de direitos dos ribeirinhos no contexto Belo Monte e os processos de assistência jurídica
na DPU em Altamira in Sociedade Brasileira para o Progresso da Ciência. A expulsão de ribeirinhos em Belo Monte:
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